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1 . RECONSIDERATION OF TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE JOINT FAO/iTHO EXPERT COMMITTEE 

ON NUTRITION: Item 9 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 28 and document 

EBlo/2) 

Dr. van den BERG observed that the responsibilities in the field of nutrition 

were shared by FAO and WHO, the former being concerned with the possibilities and 

WHO with the question of what it was desirable to undertake within the limit of the 

possibilities. In his opinion it was only possible to cover the whole question in 

a satisfactory way by means of a joint group of persons from the two- organizations 

constantly working together. He therefore appreciated the arrangements that had 

been made and agreed mth the proposed change of the terms of reference of the joint 

comnd.'b'bee. 

Dr. MâCKENZIE asked for clarification on the status of the committee referred to 

in document EBlO/2. The relations between specialized agencies through committees 

were complicated and important. Such relations already existed between WHO and ILO, 

UNICEF and FAO, and the circumstances differed in each case. The Agreement between 

FAO and WHO spoke of a joint committee consisting of "representatives appointed by 

each organization" while the document under consideration spoke of an expert 

committee (referred to as the Joint FAO,AÏHO Expert Committee on Nutrition), and 

suggested that its terms of reference should include giving assistance"in co-

ordinating their respective programmes"• That did not seem to be the work of an 

expert committee. He understood that the agreement between the two organizations 

provided for the establishment of a joint committee of representatives of the 

organizations which could be assisted by expert committees. In addition the 

Director-General might set up direct expert committees between WHO and FAO. He 



asked the Director-General to confirm that the шаЩ committee envisaged under the 

agreement had not been constituted and that the body referred to in docment ЕВЮ/2 

船s an expert committee, not the joint, committee, which would, presumably, report to 

the Executive Board, 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that the committee in question was not the joint 

committee referred to in the Agreement between the two organisations• That 

coianiUee had not � t been established as the need for it bad not been felt up to the 

P 1 , e s e n t ' D o c u m e n t � 1 0 / 2 concerned the expert conunittee which advised FAO and WHO 

jointly on matters concerned with nutrition in the same шу as other expert 

committees such, for instance, as the Expert Gomirdttee on Brucellosis. 

D r ' MCKENZIE said that his point woui;d be met if instead of speaking of "the" 

Joint F A O M O Expert Ccomittee on Ku.trition, the document referred to � � a " joint 

FAO/VffiO expert committee on nutrition. 

It was so agreed, 

Decision? The proposed new terms of reference for a joint FAO/WHO expert 
committee on nutrition were approved. (See resolution ЕВЮоДЗо) 

2 * m ° 0 7 T H E D E S K M T I 0 N OF Í4E INSTITUTO DE MEDICINâ TROPICAL, LISBON 
“ A S ONE CAPABLE OF CARRYING OUT BIOLOGICAL TESTS FOR THE INT£RMTIONAL , 

CERTIFICATION OF IMiUNIÎY AGAINST YELLCTT FEVERS Item 11 of the Agenda 
(Document ЕВЮ/З) 

Professor CANAPFjRîâ, in view cf the favourable opinion expressed by all the 

replies from members of .the. Expert Advisory Panel on Yellow Fever, proposed that the 

draft resolution in iocment ЕВЮ/З be adopted. 



Decision: There being no objections, the draft resolution concerning 

Instituto de Medicina Tropical, Lisbon, contained in d ocument ЕВЮ/З, 

adopted. (See resolution SB10.E4.) 

3. INFORMATION TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICLE 73e OF THE CHARTERS WORK OF WHO IN 

CO-OPERâTION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS» Item 12 of the Agenda (Document EB10/4) 

The СНА.ШШЫ invited comments on document EBlO/4, which had been submitted to 

the Board for Infonnatioh only. ' 

Professor CAmPERIA, referring to the first paragraph on page 2, asked vdiy it waa 

� - i t o i t e d Nations -tíiat was undertaking Ûïg preparation of aocumcatation од four of the 

¿t-ron ecnoormng health matters Tvhich xrere to Ъе submittoâ to tho Catnmittee of the 

Goneral Assembly on Information from Ifoft-Self-G-ovcmiBg Territories. 

Dr, DCEOLLE, Deputy Director-General, explained that it was for the United 

Nations to furnish the Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories 

with information on the economic and social conditions in those territories on the 

basis of reports .furnished by the administrations themselves. A special section had 

been set up in the United Nations Secretariat, under the direction of a doctor, to 

collect the information relating to health aspects of those territories. The WHO 

Secretariat had been asked by the United Nations to assist in the co-ordination of 

the documentation, and to draw from them certain conclusions which would be embodied 

in the first three documents listed. The other documents were informatory only. 

Decision: The Board took note, of document ЕВЮ/4 relating to information 

transmitted under Article 73e of the Charter, and the steps being taken by 

the Director-General to co-operate with the CcKmrÂttoo of the Gcncml 

Assembly on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories. (See resolution 

EE10 .R O 

the 

was 



4. ACCOMMODATION FOR THE HEftDQUAHTEES OFFICE AT GENEVA j . Iteni 15 of. the Agenda 

(Ecuolution '-^".'aic^nt SB10/5)' . 

Decision; The Board agreed to delegate to the Building Committee fuLl 
powers to act on its behalf in accordance with paragraph II (4) of resolution 
Т7Ш‘5 54 of the Fifth World Health Assembly and to request the Building . 
Committee to submit to the eleventh session of the Executive Board a report 
on the action taken purëioant to that resolution. (See resolution EB10.R2) 

5. RIGHTS AND CBLIGâTIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERSî Item 2L of the Agenda 
“ (Eoeolution � 5 � ^ ttocmont EBlo/9) , 

.Decisions The Board adopted the proposal of the Director-General contained 

in document EBlO/9, that he be requested to communicate with Member States .. 

in order' that their views and suggestions, if any, concerning the rights 

and obligations of Associate Members might be presented to the Board at its �� 
.eleventh session, (See resolution EB10.R5®) 

Dr. MACKENZIE, recalling that the question had Ъееп under discussion for a 

considerable time，urged that it be dealt mth ' speedily in the hope that a definite 

decision might be reached at the ñext session of the Board. 

T he CHAIRMAN requested the Secretary to take note of Dr. Mackenzie's observation. 

6. kEQUENCY OF ASSEMBLY SESSIONSS PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES CF THE 

CONSTITUTION RELATING THERETO? ‘ Itém 22 óf the Agenda ( Bosolution ТШ45.22 axtü 

.document EB10/8) 

. T h e CHAIRMAN recalled that thé question of the frequency of Assembly sessions 

had been discussed at some leiigth in the Committse on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters- of the Fifth World Health Assembly. It had been found the. action 

•‘ • ‘ ‘ ‘ .... ‘. » ： ; ‘ • • - • 

required in the case of amendments to the Constitution had not been taken, and the 



Assembly had consequently issued the instructions contained in resolution 
• . . . . . . . , , 、 . ： •• 

Зл dócCEfaent-EBlO/óy p&rcgrûph 23 the Director-General suggested that the Board might 
* ", . ’. . . • ' • • 

wish to re-examine its proposa .s as well as the text of tha Scandinavian draft In 

«rder to determine -whether there were any additional comments which it desired to 

have oonmunicated to Member States in time to comply idth the requirements • of the 
• ^ � ••••.'. • � '•“ . • • : . . . . . . ' .. ‘ 
CeûstituM � and tbe Rules t>i Procedure of the H e a l � A s & m b ^ 

.Ht. TiBA. thought it -was safe to say .that a larg® кшаЬвг of delegations at the 

Fifth World Health Ass^ibly had been of the opinion that WHO had reached a stage чйюге 

biennial Assemblies would meet its requirements. It had been impossible to take a 

vote because certain provisions of the Constitution had not been satisfied. • The 

question had first been raised at the Third World Health Assembly but no decision had 

yet been reached. He wondered yiiether the Secretariat had met with any difficulties 

that would have to be overcome before the d§sir© of the IMrd Heelbh -Assembly coold be 

Implemented. 

M. ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, tracing the history of the question, said that the 
• • • . • r 

Scandinavian countries had sent to the Director-General proposals for the amendment 

of the Constitution with a view to changing the frequency of Health Assemblies, and 

those proposals had conformed to the prescribed tima-limit of six months before the 

third World Health Assembly. The Third World Health Assembly had accepted the 

principle of biennial Assemblies ând had requested the Director-General to examine the 

гоашег in which the principle could be implemented. The Director-General, realizing 

that the problem was a complex one which, fiarbhermore5 concerned several specialized 

agencies, had informed tlio Board the session took plao^ bef'o^o the РошгЬЬ 



World Health Assembly that in order to present the picture completely it would be 

necessary to continue the collection of information. Hence the Fourth World Health 
, . . . • 

A3Seffibly ted simply noted that fact brought to its attention by the Director-General. 

with the approval of the Board. 

Official Becords No.40 contained a full report by the Director-General resulting 

from his study of Ше question. After modification, the Board had adopted the report： 
. • ' • � . . • 1 

and transmitted it to the Fifth World Health Assembly � t h a draft resolution. The 

F i f t h World Health Assembly had therefore been faced M i h several d o c m e n t s t h e 

original Scandinavian proposal, certain modifications suggested by the ^ d with, a j 

view to making the amendments to the Constitution more easily acceptable,and a 

p r o p o S a i by the Board to amend Article 26 of the Constitution with a view to 

.lengthening the interdi between its own sessions. In view of the number of _ 

differ^-texte, the Legal Sub-Go^mittee and the Conmdttee on Administration, finance 

and Legal Matters had considered it preferable not to take precipitate action but to 

nvake S � that the provision of Article 73 of the Oonetitution requiring advance 

of six months had Ьеехь fulfilled. The p r o b l ^ ^ m s ^ h f i r e f o r e , to arrange for 

the communication to governments of the various texts so that they would have even 

m o r e than the six months required by the Constitution to study them, thus enabling 

the Sixth Wc^ld Health Assembly to reach a definite and well considered dacision. 

In reply to Dr. Taba's precise question, he said that if the Board could now 

decide that the various amendments proposed, and any amendments that the Board might 

wish to suggest on the matter, should be communicated to the Member Governments in 

compliance with the time-limit prescribed by the Constitution, he foresaw no 
. • • • • • • “ • 

particular difficulties for the Secretariat. : … 



Dr. van den BERG regretted that for the formal reasons which had been explained 

it had been impossible to шакв any progress on the problem during the Fifth World 

Health Assembly, �Jhile in agreement with the principle of biennial Assemblies he 

thought it could hardly be put into effect before five or six years. Amendants of 

the Constitution required not only a two-thirds .majority vote in the Assembly but 

ratification by iwo-thirds of the total number of Members, whirfj 

meant aljaost three^qiiartere of tfeo c.otive Lretíbisrs, In � e meantiûe, 

since the proposal was based on Ше desire to effect savings, he suggested that the 

Board should consider the possibility of holding a full Assembly with technical 

discussions every second year, a restricted Assembly lasting seven to ten days being 

held in the interim years. He asked the Chairman for a ruling as to whether that 

proposal should be discussed at once or under item 5 'of the agenda Duration of 

Assembly Sessions. • 

• • .-

Professor ANDSRSEN asked for postponement of the discussion, saying that he 

v / i s h e d Ъ m k e : :
 a statement but had been unaware that the item would come up for <Jis-

cuséion at the present meeting. 

/ ^ � 3 a S r e e d ^ Postpone further discussion of item 22 of thé agenda 
until the following meeting. (See minutes of the third meeting, section 2) 

7. TECHNKAL DISCUSSIONS! Item 4 of the Agenda 

Professor CANAPERIA felt that there was a contradiction between the W o resolutions 

m 5 * 7 7 and :®15.78, v/hich had been adopted at a plenary meeting of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly without previous examination by a main committee. In the first place i n 



resolution 1HA5.77, the Board and the Director-General were requested to select the 

subject for the technical discussion at the Sixth Health Assembly, whereas resolution 

1HA5.78 laid down two well-defined topics for those discussions. Secondly, the pro-

•cedure indicated in resolution 1HA5.77 included a preparatory discussion on the 

regional level during meetings of regional committees. In view of the fact that the 

regional committees met in September, he doubted whether governments would have 

time to prepare for the discussions to take place in those commititees. Finally, it 

was not clear to him whether part II of resolution WÎA5.78, calling on the Economic 

and Social Council tû consider setting up joint studies to make the principles of 

social and economic architecture more fully understood and available, bore a 

relation to the two topics suggested for the technical discussions or whether it 
> 

was a general request for co-ordination "within the framework of the United Nations. 

Professor FERREIÍiA suggested that the contradiction between the two resolutions 

was more apparent than real, since the request to the Director-General and the Board 

in resolution WHA5.77 did not mean that they must act entirely on their own initia-

tive in the choice of subjects. 

With regard to the second point raised by Professor Canaperia, part II of 

resolution ША5.74 was a request of the Fifth Health Assembly to. EC0S0C and did not 

require consideration by the Board. As he saw it there were two questions for dis-

cussion� first the question of procedure for the technical discussions during the 

Sixth World Health Assembly. On the basis of the experience during the Fifth Health 

Assembly it appeared that the technical discussion should begin early in the session 

in order to allow time for the discussions �hemselves and for the Rapporteur to pre-

pare his report "bo .the Health Assembly» The second question was the arrangements for 
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technical discussions at tho Sixth 7orlci Health Assembly on the t e topics indicated in 

resolution TíHfi¿5. 78. 

• • » ^ • 

* V . Ф 

Professor PARI30T suggested that, before proceed!^ further with the disáásion� 

it might be advisable to consider certain conclusions which could be drawn from the 

experience now gained from the technical discussions at the last two Health Assemblies. 

The technical discussions at the Fourth Health Assembly had been very fruitful in spite 

0 f Ш е b r e a d t h c f t h e s u b > c t bit the Executive Board had subsequently recommend^ 

that .a more limited subject should be chosen for the following Health Assembly. In fact, 

the subjects for technical discussions at the Fifth Health Assembly had been even more 

extensive. The result of this had been 1hat the first subject, the economic value of 

preventive ^dicine, had not been discussed, properly speaking, after the tvro lectures 

had been given, while discussion on the second subject, the methodology of health 

protection for local areas, had not Ъееп entirely satisfactory. Ii> was clear, 

therefore， that the subjects chosen hitherto had been too br^ad and not sufficiently 

W e l 1 d 6 f i n e d > i n t h e f u t u r e � t v r o defects should be remedied if the discussions 

were to be conducted on a practical and technical basis. 

• ‘ . . . » 

Referring to the � о resolutions of the Health Assembly new before the Board, he . 

agreed v,ith � proposal 1л resolution .WL3.V that preparatory discussions in regional 

C O a m Í t t e e S ° f ���� C h 0 s e n ^hnical discuesions at the Health Assentoly would 

be advisable. The two subjects proposed in resolution 1НЛ5.78 seemed to be even 

W a e r t h o s e c h o s e n bitherto,but the decision of the Health Assembly ш з 

mandatory upon Ше Executive Board. He agreed w i � Professor Canaperia regarding the 

apparent contradiction between the _ resolutions but felt that it was the duty of the 



Board to draw up a practical plan of work, plosely limiting and defining the scope of 

each subject for the benefit of the national health services which would have to prepare 

the necessary reports, within the framework of the two topics laid down in resolution 

� 5 � 

, , . . i 

Dr. TilICKREMESlNGHE said that great interest was felt in technical discussions 

"tait many delegates had been disappointed, at the result of those held during the Fifth 

Health Assei±>ly. It was necessary that the subject for such discussions should be 
• . . -

considered in a practical manner. The excellent lecture by Professor Winslow had lost 
* 

some of its value because it had not been properly diseussed efterwards. It might be 

advisable to ensure that a person of similar eminence be asked to lead the' discussion 

... • 
.at the next Health Assembly. He did not believe that there was any necessity for 

preparatory discussion of the subject chosen for the Health Assembly in ttie regional 

committees. 

Dr. HARGREAVES,,Acting Director, Division- of Organization of Public health Services, 

said that it had been stressed at previous sessions of the Executive Board »iiat the 

technical discussions mast be of a purely informal naturej for this reason the 

resolutions, now before the Board, had been adopted by the Health Assembly without 
. .. i , 

having been discussed by those delegates taking part in the technical discussions. In 

• 

view of the time required for the preparation of technical discussions, he did not 

believe it would be possible to ensure preparatory discussion in the regional committees 

of the subjects chosen for the Sixth Health Assembly. 



Dr.. van den BERG said that he had participated in technical discussions for the 

• * • . 
first time during the Fifth YiTorld Health Assembly. He had previously not been in favour 

of technical discussions and had doubted their value； he now believed that the 

discussion which had taken place in the group in which he participated had been 

valuable, mainly because the spirit of co-operation in the Health Assembly was improved 

by these opportunities for informal discussion. He was therefore in favour of 

technical discussions at future Health Assemblies, althou^i he did not believe it was 

шсбээазгу for th©n to be held at each Health Assembly. If no technical discussions 

were held in 1953, it would be possible to follow the proposal for preparatory 

discussion in the regional committees, i/áiich might have the additional advantage of 

increasing the spirit of co-operation in tiiose committees. He agreed with Professor 

Parisot regarding the disadvantages of the type of subject which had been chosen for 

the technical discussions at the Fifth Health Assembly and believed that it should 

be avoided in future. 

Dr. MACKENZIE said that there were really two points at issue� first, the value 

of technical discussions, and second, the instructions #iich the Executive Board had 

received from the Health Assenbly. With regard to the first point, it was obvious that 

there had been a considerable change in the form of technical discussions as compared 

with the original idea, which was that specialists attached to delegations might wish 

to.meet informally and exchange views on subjects of сашюп interest. He believed that 

under the circumstances the Secretariat should be asked to inform the Board regarding 

the cost of technical discussions in their present form, and that the гтЬоХе matter should 
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• .. î 
then be discussed Ъу the Board at itS � t . e s s i o n . � _ regard to the seoord point, к 

a g r e e d W ± t h t h S ° f � � � Г Parisot. He bought that it � h t be a d v i s a b l f 

to set up a small � p a r t y to ll^it and define selected aspects of the topics 

P r 0 P 0 S € d Ь У A _ b � H e �� tether the Board had the p e r to i n s e c t 

r e g Í O n a l C � � � � t 0 — -bjecte and in any case �� t h o s e b o d i e ¿ 

-uld Prefer to c h o � , f o r technical discussions, subject of Mediate ,ntereSt i n 

t h e l r r e S P e C t i V e r e g W S ü C h -na on a regional level � h t b e o f 

g " a t V a l U e ' � C e f ° r � � i C a l d i s � * # � next Health Assembly p r e p a r a t o r y 

d i s c � i o n s ^ Ше regions did not appear to be posible, he sug.eatad that rather 

C O n S i d e r a t i 0 n 0 Í t M S P O i n t �� & ^ r r e d until the next session of the Board. 
’ 

P r 0 f 6 S S 0 r � � N S S i d �� of � technical discussions hitherto had J 

Ь е е П ^ b r ° a d : i n � e � � “ � 1 d
 be bette, Го, single _ e c t 3 o f S c o p e 

to be chosen. It ^ h t also be advisable to c o n f e r giving topics o f interest to 

particular regions to groups consisting of шешЬегз of delegations f � thoSe r e g i o n s . 

P r 0 f e S S O r F Î R R E I R A S a Í d � general a g r e e m e n t that � e o r o t h e r • 

。f t e C h n Í C a l d l S C U S S i 0 n S ��� ^ 職 t � � ^ e c t s chosen hitherto 

^ Ь е е П Г а Ш е Г b r ° a d b U t t h l S � not disadvantageous since it .as in k e e _ g 

with the broad and univ,rSal interests оГ Ш0. In,view of the instructions regarding 

topics iasued ЪУ the HeaXtb Assembly, he bel i eve d that the ВоаЫ shoula decide on one 

° f t h G t 0 P Í C S ^ O U t l � t h e � � 1 ��� to w h i ^ 4isouSSion should be confined. 

He agreed with the proposal to fom a small working party. 
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îlie DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it would be possible to give a very rough estimate 

of the cost of the technical discussions at the next session of the Board. He drew attenr 

�� 
t i o n t h e necessity for the Bor.rd to dctoratoc c.t the present session the length of time, 

to Ъо âevotod at the next Health Assembly to technical discussionsг since this matter 

,would arise under item 5 of the Agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it -таз clear that under Article 50(g) of the Constitution 

the Board had the power to instruct the regional committ^es to discuss, in a pre-' 

p a r a t o r y Ш п п е г ' Ш � W e c t chosen for technical discussions, The main difficulties 

arising out of the item under discussion seemed to be the contradictor terns of the 

two resolutions of the Health Assembly and the extent of both the topics selected. He 

believed that it might nevertheless be possible to decide to limit the topics for 

t e C h n Í C a l d i S C U S 3 i 0 n S ^ o n e ' H e that it was probable that regional comittees 

� I d prefer to discuss subjects of immediate interest to their respective regions. 

He asked for nominations for the working party. 

Professor СМАРЕШ said that the � k i n g party should be given definite terms of 

reference. The Board must decide•whether it was possible to select only one of the 

t 0 P Í C S p r 0 p 0 3 e d Ь у . Ш е H e a l � it � s t then define the aspects of the topic 

• e h were to be discussed. 

T h e SECTOR-GENERAL said that it would be extremely difficult 1er both topics to 

Ь е �� 1 П t e C � i c a l � с � i o n s ; it might however be possible for one of the 

_ � � to Ы covered briefly by a' lecture froa a well-qualified person, the other 

subject thên becoming the basis of � e group technical discussions. If this solution 

� 1 � 
'I f 

,1 

Щ 

I 
I 

: 

.1 
I 



were, chosen, ihe first topic outlined in resolution ‘，78. would be more suitable as 

material for a, lecture. 

Professor CANAPERIA said that he could not agree vrith tiae solution proposed by • , , 

the Director -General, since the aim of the technical discussions informal 

discussion rather than lectures. He believed that it migîit be possible to find a means 

of carrying 'out the Health Assembly1 s instructions without maintaining the two topics 

for discussion. 

Professor PARISOT suggested that paragraph 2 of resolution � 5 � 7 7 . m i g h t be taken 

as an authorization for the procedure which the previous speaker had suggested. 

Dr. van den BERG agreed with the remarks of Professor Parisotj he thought, 

however, that there were still many problems regarding technical discussions which 

remairœd to be solved,. He proposed that the whole matter be referred to the working 

party, líáiich should not be given any specific terms of reference. 

The СШйШШ proposed that the working party should consist of the following members 

of the Board： Professor Ferreira, Professor Parisot, Dr. Taba, Dr. Mackenzie and 

Professor Canaperisu. He. suggested that the working party should bear in mind the views 

•which had been expressed during the discussion which had just taken place and that it 

should also consider the organization of technical discussions,. 

The proposal.of the Chairman was adopted. (por âisoussion of the repbrt of 

working party, see minutes of the seventh шее-fcing, section 2C) 

The cieeting� rose c,t Poin. 
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1, RECONSIDERATION OF TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE JOINT FAO/ifHO EXPERT COMMITTEE 

ON NUTRITION: Item 9 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 28 and document 

EBXO/2) 

Dr. van den BERG observed that, the responsibilities in the field of nutrition 
• • • 

were shared by FAO and TOO, the former being concerned with the possibilities and 

WHO with the question of what it was desirable to undertake within the limit of the 

possibilities. In his opinion it was only possible to cover the ishole question in 

a satisfactory way by means of a joint group of persons from the two organizations 

constantly working together. He therefore appreciated the arrangements that had 

been made and agreed mth the proposed change of the terms of reference of the joint 

conrniittee. 

Dr. MACKENZIE asked for clarification on the status of the committee referred to 

in document EBlO/2. The relations between specialized agencies through committees 

were complicated and important. Such relations already existed between WHO and ILO, 

f <• * 

UNICEF and FAO, and the circumstances differed in each case. The Agreement between 

FAO and. WHO spoke of a joint committee consisting of "representatives appointed by 

each organization" while the document under consideration spoke of an expert 

committee (referred to as the Joint FAO/ifHO Expert Committee on Nutrition), and 

suggested that its terms of reference should include giving assistance "in co-

ordinating their respective programmes". That did not seem to be the work of an 

expert committee. He.understood that the；agreement between the two organizations 

provided for the establishment of a joint committee of representatives of the 

organizations .which oould be assisted by. expert committees. In addition the 

Director-General might set up direct, expert committees between WHO. and FA0» .. He 



a s k e d t h e Director-General to confirm that the main committee envisaged under the 

agreement had not been constituted and that the body referred to in doctanent EBlO/2 

was ал expert committee not the joint committee which would, presumably, report to 

the Executive Board. 

. • • . . . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that the committee in question was not the joint 

committee referred to in the Agreement between the two organizations. That 

committee had not yet been established as the need for it had not been felt up to the 

present. Document EBlO/2 concerned the expert committee which advised FAO and WHO 

jointly on matters concerned with nutrition in the same way as other expert 

committees such, for instance, as the Expert Committee on Brucellosis. 

Dr. MACKENZIE said that his point would be met if instead of speaking of "the" 

Joint FAOAHO Expert Committee on Nutrition, the document referred to "a" joint ” 

FAO/VfHO expert committee on nutrition. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: The proposed new terms of • reference for a joint ？АО/ШО езфегЬ 

oommittee on nutrition were approved. 

2 . APPROVAL BÎ WHO OF THE DESIGNATION CF THE INSTITUTO DE MEDICINA TROPICAL, LISBON 

AS ONE CAPABLE OF CARRYING OUT BIOLOGICAL TESTS POR THE INTERNATIONAL 

CERTIFICATION OF IMMUNITÏ AGAINST YELLOW FEVER» Item 11 of the Agenda 

(Doc\jment ЕВЮ/з) 

. . . . .• • • ' . • 
Professor CANA.PER3A, in view of the favourable opinion expressed by all the 

replies from members of the Expert Advisory Panel on Yellow Fever, proposed that the 

draft resolution in document EKLO/3 be adopted. 



• . • . 1 
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page 5 

• ‘ . 1 
Decisions There being no objections, the draft resolution concerning the 

ïiitlt^to de Medic � a topical, Lisbon, contained indocumenv EB10/3， vras 

adopted. 
‘ 

‘ ‘ j 

. 4 

3. INFORMATION TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICIE 73e OF THE CHARTERS- WORK О? Ш 0 IN 

CO-OPERATION WITH THE UNITED NâTIONSs Item 12 of the Agenda (Documeno E B I O ^ J � 
‘ ‘ • • 

‘ - ïS 
• ， î 

The CHÍiBMAN invited comments on document EBlO/4, which had been submitted to 

the Board for information only. 
•• • 

Professor CANâPERIâ, referring to the first paragraph on page 2, asked why the 

United Nations was undertaking the preparation of documentation on four items 

concerning health matters which were to be submitted to'the Committee of the General 

Assembly on Infomation from Non~Se3..f»Governing Territories. 

• ； 

DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, explained that it was for the United 

étions to finish the Goir^ttee on Information from Nor,-Self-Governing Territories 

with information on-the economic and social conditions in those territories on the j 

b a g i f 5 of reports finished bj the administrations themselves. A special section hag 

b e e n s e t up iu the United Nations Secretariat, under the direction of a "doctor, to | 

collect the information relating to health aspects of those territories, The WHO 

Secretariat had been asked by the United Nations to assist in the coordination of 

the doomsntation, and to draw from them certain concisions � c h would be embodied 

in the first three' documents listed. The other documents were informatory only. 
• • ‘ . • 

.DeciP^cng Th8 Board took note of document EBlO/4 relating to information 

't?*¿ñ^itted -under Article 73e of the Charter, and. the steps being taken by 

îheХес?1-0епега1 vo co-operate mth the Special Committee ox the Genoral ! 

Assembly on Information from Noi>-Self-Governing Territories, 



4 . ACCOMMODATION FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OFFICE AT GENEVA» Item 15 of the Agenda 

(Docments A5/^/54 and EBlo/5) 

• Decision: The Board agreed to delegate to the Building Committee full 

powers to act on its behalf in accordance with paragraph II (4) of resolution 

A5/k/54 of the Fifth World Health Assembly and to request the Building 

Committee to submit to the eleventh session of the Executive Board a report 

on the action taken pursuant to that resolution. 

5 . RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS» Item 2L of the Agenda 

(Documents A5/R/42 and EBlO/9) 

Decision; The Board adopted the proposal of the Director-General contained 

in document EBlO/9, that he be requested to communicate with Member States 

i n order that their views and suggestions, if any, concerning the rights 

and. obligations of Associate Members might be presented to the Board at its 

eleventh session. 

Dr, MACKENZIE, recalling that the question had been under discussion for a 

considerable time, urged that it be dealt with speedily in the hope that a definite 

decis ion might be reached, at the next meeting of the Board. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the Secretary to take note of Dr. Mackenzie's observation. 

6 . FREQUENCY OF ASSEMBLY SESSIONS» PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES CF TIFFI 
CONSTITUTION RELATING THERETO: Item 22 of the Agenda (Documents A5/R/22 

and EBlO/8) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the question of the frequency of Assembly sessions 

had been discussed at some length in the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Matters of the Fifth World Health Assembly. It had been found that � e action 

required in the case of amendments to the Constitution had not been taken and the 
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Assembly had consequently issued the instructions contained in resolution A 5 /k / 22. 

Ih paragraph 2, document ЕВЮ/8, the Director-General suggested that the Board might 

wish to re-examine its proposals as well as the text of the Scandinavian draft in 

order to determine whether there were any additional coiranente whioh it desired to 

have communicated to Member States in time to comply vdth the requirements of the 

Constitution and the Rules of Procedure. 

Dr, mBA thought it m s safe to say that a large number of delegations at the 

Fifth World Health Assembly had been of the opinion that WHO had reaehed a stage when 

biennial Assemblies would meet its requirements. It had been impossible to take a 

V ° t e b e c a u s e o e r t a i n Provisions of the Constitution had not been satisfied. The 

question had first been mised at the Third World Health Assembly but no decision had 

yet been reached. He wondered Aether the Secretariat had met vdth any difficulties 

that would have to be overcome before the desire of the Third Health Assembly couLd be 

implemented. 

M ' M R B , C h i e f � L e g a l 0 f f i c e , facing the history of the question, aid that the 

Seandinavian countries had sent to the Director^eneral proposals for the amendment 

of the Constitution vdth a view to changing the frequency of Health Assemblies, and 

those proposals had conformed to the prescribed time-limit of six months before the 

Third World Health Assembly. The Third World Health Assembly had accepted the 

principle of biennial Assemblies and had requested the Director-General to ermine the 

Ш П П е Г i n W h i c h t h e ��� could be implemented. The Director-General, realizing 

that the problem vms a complex one which, furthermore, concerned several specialized 

agencies, had informed the meeting of the Board which took place before the Fourth 



World Health Assembly that in order to'present the picture completely it would be 

песе£3йагу to continue the collection of information, Hence the Fourth World Health 

A s s ^ i / ' h a d smply noted that fact brought to its attention by the Director-General. 

with the approval of the Board. 

Official Records No.40 contained a full report' by the Director-General resulting 

from hia study of the question. After modification, the Board had adopted the report 

a n d t r a � � i t t e d it to Fifth World Health Assembly with a draft resolution. The 

Fifth World Health Assembly had therefore been faced with several documents - the 

origlml Scantovian proposal, certain modif ications suggested by the Board with a 

view -oo making the amendments to the Constitution more easily acceptable and a 

proposal b 7 the B o ^ d to amend Article 26.of the Constitution with a view to 

.lengthening the interval betw,en.its pwn sessions. In view of the nmber of 

different texts, the Leg,l Sob-ConHnittee and the C o m i s e on Adrninistration, finance 

a n d Legal Matter� had cor^idered it preferable not to take precipitate action but to 

ш а к е s u r e that the provision of Article 73 of the Constitution requiring advance notic, 

of six months' had Ъееп fxafilléd. The problem now was, therefore, to' a^ange for 

-the comunication to governments of the various texts so W f the^r -have even 

ш о г е than the six months required by the Constitution to study thbtn, ^ enabling j 

t h e Sixhh feld Health Assembly to reach a definite and well'considered decision.-

in reply to D r � Taba's precise question, he said‘that if thé Board -could now 

decide that the various amendments proposed, and any aáendmerits that the Board might 

wish to suggest on'the matter, 'should be communicated to the Member"Governments in 

.сопфИапсе with the t i � l i m i t prescribed by the Constitution, he foresaw no 

particular difficulties for the Secretariat. 



Dr. van den BERG regretted that for the former reasons which had been explained 

it had been impossible to make any progress on the problem during the Fifth World 

Health Assembly. Wiile in agreement with the principle of biennial Assemblies he 

thought it could hardly be put into effect before five or six years. Amendaents of 

the Constitution required not only a two-thirds majority vote in the Assembly but 

ratification by two-thirds of the total number of Members, including the inactive 

Members, which meant almost three-quarters of the active Members. In the meantime, 

since the proposal vras based on the desire to effect savings, he suggested that the 

Board should consider the possibility of holding a full Assembly mth technical 

discussions every second year, a restricted Assembly lasting seven to ten days being 

held in the interim years. He asked th: Chairman for a ruling as to whether that 

proposal should be discusssd at once or under item 5 of the agenda - Duration of 

Assembly Sessions. 

Professor ANDERSEN asked for postponement of the discussion, saying ttiat he 

wished to make a statement but had been unaware that the item would come up for dis-

cussion at the present meeting, • 

Decisions It was agreed to postpone further discussion of item 22 of the agenda 
until the following meeting. 

7. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS: Item 4 of the* Agenda (Documents A5/R/77 and A5/R/78) 

.Professor CAMPERIA felt that there ^as a contradiction b e W n the two resolutions 

А5/Й/77 and A5/R/78 - which had been adopted at a plenary meeting of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly mthout previous examination by a main committee. In the first place 



resolution A5/R/77 requested the Board and the Director-General to select the subject 

for the technical discussion at the Sixth Health Assembly, whereas resolution A5/R/78 

laid dovm two well-defined topics for those discussions. Secondly, the procecbire 

indicated in resolution A5/B/77 was a preparatory discussion on the regional level 

during meetings of regional committees. In view of the fact that the regional 

committees met in Septanber, he doubted whether the governments would have time to 

prepare for the discussions to take place in those committees. Finally it was not 

clear to him whether part IX of resolution A5/R/78, calling on ECOSOC to consider 

setting up joint studies to make the principles of social and economic architecture 

more fully understood and available, bors a relation to the two topics suggested for the 

technical discussions or whether it was a general request for co-ordination within the 

framework of the United Nations. 

Professor FERREIRA suggested that the difference between the two resolutions was 

more apparent than, real, since the request to the Director-General and the Board in 

resolution A5/R/77 did not mean -that they must act entirely on tiieir омт initiative in 

the choice of subjects. 

With regard to the second point raised by Professer Canaperia, part II of 

resolution 78 was a request of the Fifth Health Assembly to ECOSOC and did not require 

consideration by the Board. As he saw it there were tvsro questions for discussion： 

first the question of procedure for the technical discussions during the Sixth World 

Health Assembly. On the basis of the experience during the Fifth Health Assembly it 

appeared, that the technical discussions should begin early in the session in order to 

allow time for the discussions themselves and for the Rapporteur to prepare his report 
% 

to the Health Assembly. The second question was the arrangements for technical 



di3cussions at the Sî cth World Health Assembly, on Ше two topics indicated in 

resolution A5/R/78. 

P r ° f e S S O r P A R I S 0 T that, before proceed!^ further with the discussion, 

it might be Advisable to consider certain conclusions ^hich could be drawn, from the 

experience now gained from the technical discussions at the last � о Health Assemblies. 

The technical discussions at the Fourth Health Assembly had been very fruitful in spite 

of � extent of the 3ubjeot chosen, lut the Executive Board had subsequently reco^ended 

that a more limited aubjeet should be chosen for the following Health Assembly. I„ f a c t } 

the Objects for technical discussions, at the Flith Health Assembly had been even more ^ 

e X t e n S i V e ' T h S r e S U l t ° f h a d b � � a t the fixst auboect - the econoMc value of 

preventive medicó - had not been discussed, properly speaking, after the two lectures 

h a d Ь е е П g i V e n � W h i l e ^s-ssion on the second subject - the methodology of health 

protection for local areas - had not been entirely satisfactory. It was clear, 

therefore，that the e j e c t s chosen hitherto had been too extensive and not � m C i e n t l y 

W e l 1 d 6 f i n e d i 1 П t h e f U t U r e , t h e s e � � e c t s should be remedied if the discussions 

W e r e 1 0 b e conducted on a practical and technical basis. 

Referring to the t.o resolutions of the Health Assembly � before the Board, he 

agreed with the proposal in resolution A 5 / R / 77 that preparatory discussions in r e g i o n al 

C O m Í t t e e S ° f � C h _ � � — � discussion, at the Health A s s e mbl y ^ 

b e a d V i S a b l e V T h e P � � in resolution A5/R/78 see^d to be even � 

extensive than those chosen hitherto � the deciSion of the Health A s s e m b l y 

m a n d a t 0 r y U P ° n ^ E X 6 C U t i V e B 0 � �� with Professor C â n a p e � r e g a r d i n g t h e 

а Р Р а Г е П ' C ° n t r a d i C t i 0 n b 6 t W e e n � _ � M i � but felt t,at it was the duty of � 



Board to draw up a practical plan of work, closely limiting and defining the scope of 

each subject for the benefit of the national health services which vfould have to prepare 

the necessary reports, within the framework of the two topics laid down irx resolution 

A5/R/78. 

Dr. WICKREMESINGHE said that great interest was felt in technical discussions but 

that many delegates had been disappointed at the result of those held during the Fifth 

Health Assembly, It was necessary that the subject for such discussions should be 

considered in a practical manner. The excellent lecture by Professor У/iriSlow had lost 

some of its value because it was not properly discussed afterwards� it might be 

advisable to ensure that a person of similar eminence be asked to lead the discussion 

at the next Health Assembly. He did not believe that there was any neceasil^r for 

preparatory discussion of the subject chosen for the Health Assembly in the regional 

committees. 

Dr. HARGREAVES^ Acting Director, Division of Organization of Public Health Services 

said that it had been stressed at previous sessions of the Executive Board that the 

technical discussions must be of a purely informal nature� for this reason the 

resolutions^ now before the Board, had been adopted by the Health Assenibly without 

having been discussed by those delegates taking part in the technical discussions. In 

view of the time required for the preparation of technical discussions> he did not 

believe it would be possible to ensure preparatory discussion in the regional committees 

of the subject chosen for the Sixth Health AssemW-y. 



Dr‘ van den BERG said that he had participated in technical discussions for the 

first time during the Fifth World Health Assembly. He had previously not been in favour 

of technical discussions and had doubted their value; he now believed that the 

discussion which had taken place in the group in which he participated had been 

valuable, mainly because the spirit of co-operation in the Health Assembly was improved 

by tiiese opportunities for informal discussion. He was therefore in favour of 

technical discussions at future Health Assemblies, although he did not believe it was 

necessary for them to be held at each Health Assembly. If no technical discussions 

were held next year, it would be possible to follow the proposal for preparatory 

discussion in the regional committees, which might have the additional advantage of 

increasing the spirit of co-operation in those committees. He agreed with Professor 

Parisot regarding the disadvantages of the type of subject which had been chosen for 

the technical discussions at the Fifth'Health Assembly and believed that these should 

be avoided in future. 

Dr. MACKENZIE said that there were really two points at issue: first, the value 

of technical discussions, and second, the instructions vhich the Executive Board had 

received from the Health Assenbly. 1 t h regard to the first point, it was obvious that 

t h e T e h a d b e e n a considerable change .in the form of technical discussions as compared 

with the original idea, which was that specialists attached to delegations might wish 

to.meet informally and exchange views on subjects of mutual interest. He believed that 

under the circumstances the Secretariat should be asked to inform the Board regarding 

the cost of "technical discussions in their, present form, and that the whole matter should 



t h e n b e d i s c u s s e d ЬУ � B o ard at its next session. With regard to the second point, he 

agreed with the suggestion of Professor Parisot. He thought that it might be advisable 

to set up a small working party to limit and define selected aspects of the topics 

proposed by the Assembly. He doubted whether the Board had the power to instruct 

regional committees to discuss selected subjects and in any case felt that those bodies 

would prefer to choose, for technical discussions, subjects of imediate interest in 

their respective regions - such technical discussions on a regional level might be of 

great value. Stoce for technical discussions at ihe next Health Assembly preparatory 

discussions in the regions did not appear to be possible, he suggested that i ^ ther 

consideration of this point might be deferred until the next session of the Board. 

P r ° f e S S O r ��� s a i d t h a t t h e topics of the technical discussions hitherto had 

been too broad； in Ше future it would be better for single subjects of limited scope 

to be chosen� it might also be advisable to consider giving topics of interest to 

particular regions to groups consisting of members of delegations from those regions. 

P r 0 f e S S 0 r F E R R E I R A s a i d �� ^ r e was general agreement that some Гош or other . 

of technical discussions was most desirabXe. It was true that subjects chosen hitherto 

had been rather broad but this was perhaps not disadvantageous since it was- in keeping 

with the broad and universal interests of In vi e W of the instructions regarding . 

topics issued by Ше Health Assembly he believed that the Board should decide on one 

of the topics and outline the particular aspects, to which discussion should be confined. 

He agreed with the proposal to form a small working party.. 



The DIRECTOR-GEMERAL said that it would be possible to give a very rough estimate 

of the cost of the technical discussions at the next session of the Board. He drew 

attention to the necessity for the Board to determine at present the length of time to 

be devoted at the next Health Assembly to technical discussions, since this matter 

would arise under item 5 of the Agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was clear that under Article 50(g) of the Constitution 

the Board had the power to instruct the regional committees to discuss, in a pre-

paratory manner, the snibjoct chosen for technical discussions. The main difficulties 

arising out of the item under discussion seemed to be the contradictory tems of the 

two resolutions of the Health Assembly and the extent of both the topics selected. He 

believed that it might nevertheless be possible to decide to limit the topics for 

technical discussions to one. He, agreed that it was probable' that regional committees 

would prefer to discuss subjects of Immediate interest to their respective re'gions. 

He asked for nominations for tiae irorking party^ 

Professor CANAPERIA said that the working party should be given definite terms of 

reference. The Board must decide whether it was possible to select only one of the 

topics proposed by the Health Assembly� it must then define the aspects of the topic 

which were to be discussed. 

f 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it would be extremely difficult for both topics to 

be dealt with in technical •discussions� it might however be possible for one of the 

subjects to be covered briefly by a lecture from a well-qualified person, the other 

subject then becoming the basis of the group technical discussions. If this solution 



were chosen, the first topic outlined in resolution A5/R/78 would be more suitable as 

material for a lecture. 

Professor CANAPERIA said that he could not agree with the solution proposed by 

the Director-General, since the aim of the technical discussions was informal 

discussion rather than lectures» He believed that it might be possible to find a-means 

of carrying out the Health Assembly's instructions without maintaining the two topics 

for, discussion. 

Professor PARISOT suggested that paragraph 2 of resolution A5/R/77 might be taken 

as an authorization for the procedure "which the previous speaker had suggested^ -、.. 

Dr. van den BERG agreed with the remarks of Professor Parisot� he thought, 

however, that there were still many problems regarding technical discussions which 

remained to be solved. He proposed that the whole matter be referred to the working 

party, iñáiich should not be given any specific tems of reference. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the working party should consist of the following 

members of the Board; Dr# Ferreira, Professor Parisot, Dr# Taba, Dr. Mackenzie and 

Professor Canaperia, He suggested that the working party should bear in mind the views 

which had been expressed during the discussion т/vhich had just taken place and that it 

should also consider the organization of technical discussions• 

The proposal of the Chairman was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5Д5 p#m> 


