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Summary report on attendance of JCB Members from the SEA 
Region at the Thirty-third Session of the Joint Coordinating Board 

(JCB), Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, 14-16 June 2010 
 

1. The JCB meeting was attended by the following JCB Members from the South-East Asia 
Region: Dr Tjandra Yoga Attima and Dr Rita Krustiatuti (Country Fund) from Indonesia; 
Dr Lanteng Wangchuk from Bhutan; and constituencies India and Thailand, Dr V.M. Katoch and 
Dr Saravudh Suwanmadhabha. In addition, 34 JCB members from other regions, co-funding 
agencies, partners and institutions attended the meeting. Approximately 30 observers from 
countries, institutions and partners also attended. 

2. The JCB meeting reviewed the reports, discussed the proposal submitted by the Secretariat 
and provided guidelines and recommendations. The major issues that were discussed are 
highlighted as follows:  

• The JCB accepted the following reports: (i) Report of the Chair of the JCB; (ii) Report of 
the Standing Committee; (iii) Report of the STAG; (iv) Report of the Director, TDR; (v) 
Report of the Strategic Alliance Advisory Group (SAAG); and (vi) the financial report. 

• The JCB endorsed the following: (i) The TDR Performance Assistance Framework; 
(ii) Plans for interim external review of the TDR; (iii) Proposed way forward for 
governance of TDR (Membership of TDR-JCB); (iv) Resource mobilization strategy; and 
(v) Communication strategy. 

• The JCB members congratulated the People’s Republic of China for the excellent work 
undertaken by it to control diseases of poverty, and for its achievements on research in 
tropical diseases, in collaboration with TDR. 

3. Key recommendations made by the Thirty-third session of the JCB : 

• The remarkable achievements made under the TDR-China collaboration over the last 
30 years should be sustained in order to support low-income and disease-endemic 
countries (DECs). 

• The TDR should enhance its visibility and ensure that its cosponsoring agencies give 
due recognition to contributions made by TDR when reporting on their work to their 
respective governing bodies and stakeholders. 

• The TDR should reinvigorate its relationship and cooperation with its cosponsors and 
engage in joint planning with them where appropriate, thereby benefiting from their 
respective strengths and networks in the field. 

• The TDR should seek to forge partnerships with new networks; while strengthening its 
linkages with existing research networks in DECs at both national and regional levels. 
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• The TDR should engage with, and seek support from, ministries of science and 
technology and other relevant ministries, as well as ministries of health in promoting its 
vision and strategy. 

• The TDR should further develop its strategies to support the development of research 
capacity of small-and low-income countries. 

• The TDR should continue to support young investigators in their career development 
within an institutional development framework. 

• The TDR should be more explicit in its contribution to the achievement of MDGs, 
specially the health-related MDGs 4, 5 and 6, and should be more specific regarding 
the outcome and impact of its activities. 

• The TDR should maintain clarity in its direction, taking into account national health 
plans and WHO policies at regional and national levels, by using the Country 
Corporate Strategy (CCS). 

• The TDR should explore convening high-level meeting(s) to advocate for increased 
investments in research priorities identified for infectious disease of poverty. 

• The TDR should advocate for, and assist countries to make resources available for 
research in line with international commitments and obligations, and support the 
development of research systems and priority-setting mechanisms. 

• The TDR should present its expenditure in greater detail, i.e. by showing expenditure 
incurred by region, by income level of countries, and by the level of fund designation.  

• The TDR should ensure that, given WHO’s new policy on partnership, contributors 
must specify funds for TDR, when making contributions to WHO.  

• A TDR Alumni network should be established for advocacy and engagement in local 
policy-making. 

4. The Thirty-fourth session of the JCB will be organized in Geneva, Switzerland, in June 
2011. 


