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SEA/RC66/R8 

REVISION TO RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WHO 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered decision WHA65(9), by which the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly 

decided inter alia that the regional committees should harmonize their practices in relation to the 

nomination of regional directors, the review of credentials and the participation of observers; and 

Having considered the report of the Secretariat, 

1. DECIDES to amend Rule 2 of its Rules of Procedure concerning participation of observers in 

the work of the Regional Committee by replacing the text in its entirety with the following:  

“Subject to the terms of any existing agreements, the Committee may arrange for 

consultation with the respective regional committees of the United Nations and with 

those of other specialized agencies and with other regional international organizations 

having interests in common with the Organization and for their participation, without 

vote, in its discussions. The Regional Director (hereinafter referred to as “the 

Director”), in consultation with Member States, may invite States that are not members 

of the Committee to participate, without vote, in the sessions of the Committee. The 

Director, in consultation with Member States, may also invite nongovernmental 

organizations to participate in the deliberations of the Committee as provided in 

section 5 of the ’Principles governing relations between the World Health 

Organization and nongovernmental organizations’.” 
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2. DECIDES to replace Rule 3 of its Rules of Procedure with the following text and to add a new 

Rule 3 bis as provided below: 

“The Members shall communicate to the Director, not less than 15 days before the 

date fixed for the opening of the session of the Committee, the names of their 

representatives, including all alternates and advisers. Similarly, the organizations and 

States referred to in Rule 2 invited to be represented at the session shall communicate 

the names of the persons by whom they will be represented.  

The credentials of representatives, including all alternates and advisers, shall be 

submitted to the Director, if possible not less than one day before the opening of the 

session of the Committee. Such credentials shall be issued by one of the following: the 

Head of State, the Head of Government, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Minister 

of Health or any other equivalent authority. 

Rule 3 bis. The officers of the Committee shall examine the credentials and report 

thereon to the Committee. Any representative to whose admission a Member has 

made an objection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other 

representatives, until the officers have reported and the Committee has given its 

decision.” 

3. DECIDES that the foregoing amendments will become effective at the conclusion of the Sixty-

sixth Session of the Committee. 

 

Sixth session, 13 September 2013 

 


