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BCG VACCINE STUDIES 

The Board т/ill remember that the Fourth ïïorld Health Assembly passed a 

resolution in Y/hich it recognized that the work undertaken by the Tuberculosis 

Research Office was of great importance, and requested that special emphasis 

Ъе given to control studies for determining the value of BCG vaccination, the 

duration of its effect, and related technical field and laboratory studies 
k
 1 

limited to those bearing directly on evaluation and practice of vaccination • 

BCG vaccine studies now being carried out by the Tuberculosis Research 

Office are one of the activities being developed to comply with the above 

resolution. These studies have already brought to light new facts and it is 

considered very important that they be continued and further expanded• 

Each study consists of three parts: 

1. The first part， comprising the various ways of preparation of 

vaccines to be stiidied, 1$ carried out in the lab oratory j 

2m The second part is carried out in the field. It includes pre-

vaccination tuberculin tests， vaccination m t h the vaccine 

under study and post-vaccination tuberculin tests after 8 - 1 1 

weeksj 1 year and 2 years respectively. These field studies 

ara carried out in the Skive project, so called as the studies 

were originally carried out in the Danish toim of Skive. They 

have now spread to other localities in and outside Denmark. 

3. The third part^ careful statistical analysis of the restilts, is 

carried out in the Tuberculosis Research Office. 
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Laboratory activities have hitherto been carried out in the State Serum 

Institute, Copenhagen. These were necessarily on a very limited scale. The 

Danish Government, "wlshing to continue and extend these activities, expressed 

its -willingness to create in co-operation "with WHO a Tuberculosis Immunization 

Research Centre located in the State Serum Institute^ Copenhagen^ and to use 

the remaiitlng Danish UNAC funds for this purpose
f
 After having acquired the 

necessary approval of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a basic 

agreement and a supplementary agreement for the operation of a Tuberculosis 

Immunization Research Centre have been signed by the Danish Government and 

the World Health Organization. 

The laboratory studies need to b^ supplemented by field activities. The 

latter are an essential part of the vaccine studies• This field work cannot 

be properly performed by the field teams working in the mass BCG campaigns, 

but imzst be carried out by specially trained personnel• This opinion was 

already expressed during the conference of the International Tuberculosis 

Campaign on European BCG programmes held at Copenhagen in 1949• Therefore 

the 工TC decided to contribute to the salaries and expenses of the personnel 

working in the field and allocated for this purpose a sum of $40,000 per 

year. ‘ ' 

The International Tuberculosis Campaign has now come to an end and no 

further contributions can be expected from that source
 #
 However, the vaccine 

studies have to be continued. It has been pointed out that they have 

already considerably increased the knowledge of the nature of BCG vaocine, 

but further studies are necessary» Continuation of these activities is 

therefore of great practical importance• 

It is impossible to find T A d t h i n the budget of the World Health 

Organization the funds necessary for this field work. In view of the great 

importance of these vaccine studies for the extensive BCG campaigns 

sponsored by UNICEF,- this latter Organization is being requested to allocate 

a sum of #40^000 for the year 1952 to the ï/orld Health Organization for this 

purpose о 


