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The Director-General requests the members of the Board, when discussing the 

report of the expert committee on environmental sanitation^ to consider also the 

follovlng letter which has been received from the Department of Social Affairs of 

the United Nations : 

Within the Integrated Program on Housing and Planning (E/l5紅5)， the 
World Health Organization has taken the responsibility for environmental 
sanitation and hygiene of housing. The Agency has provided to several 
Governments technical assistance in environmental sanitation and hygiene 
of housing. In several cases, it has also given advice on the subject 
of environmental sanitation and hygiene of housing to the Economic 、 
Commission for Europe and to the Housing and Town and Country Planning 
Section, Department of Social Affairs. Thus, the Agency has prepared 
technical papers for the 1950 Conference on Building Research in Geneva 
and, more recently, for a special issue of the Bulletin "Housing and 
Town and Country Planning

n

 vhich was devoted to tropical housing. Last 
year, the World Health Organization^ Regional Office initiated in 
ECAFE

!

s Committee on Industry and Trade a discussion on the shortage of 
building materials. Concrete action in the field of "building materials 
has been initiated since. Currently, ECAFE is discussing further pro-
posals Ъу its Executive Secretary concerning activities in the fields of 
building and housing. 

In view of the excellent work of the WHO
1

s Expert Committee on 
Environmental Sanitation and of its interest in "self-help", it seems 
desirable that this Committee now takes up the question of environmental 
sanitation and hygiene of housing with particular reference to techniques 
adequate and economically attainable in less developed countries and in 
tropical areas. To this effect^ a report could Ъе prepared by the 
Committee or the WHO Secretariat in co-operation with the Housing and 
Town and Country Planning Section, Department of Social Affairs. 
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Such a report
 r

 culd compile and evaluate meisliods.-and^techalques^ applied 
in various parts of ^he world, to improve sanitary conditions and to raise 
the level of hygiene in housing. It need not, hovever, deal vith standards 
desirable from the point of view of the technician in the more developed 
countries, since it is generally re ognized that such "minimum standards" 
remain for the time being unattainable to less developed countries. 
Special emphasis in this project night Ъе given to group work and the appli-
cation of "self-help" methods, both in rural and urhan communities. Work 
could begin with a report on rural areas in general and on tropical areas 
in particular. The background material for this report could be prepared 
under the guidance of the Expert Committee on Enviromnental Sanitation and 
in close no-operation "between the two Secretariats and, as far as possible, 
the Regional Offices of the World Health Organization* If it proves 
desirable and appropriate/ regional meetings of experts could then recc^mend 
suitable methods for the improvement of enviroinnental sanitation and health-
ful housing in special areas. 

The Secretariat of the World Health Organization and the Housing and 
Town and Country Planning Section, Department of Social Affairs could use 
the information on enviroiimental sanitation and hygiene of hiouoing thus 
obtained as a basis for the preparation of a chapter for the Handbook: on 
Tropical Housing which is to Ъе puMished early in 1955， as recommen4ecl Ъу 
the Social Commission. For these reasons, it seems desirable that, the 
Expert Committee on Environmental Sanitation and the World Health 
Organization Secretariat be authorized to start vork at an early date on 
the subject with partic\vla,r reference to less developed tropical areas.
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