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1. STANDING COMMITTEE (Ж TECHNICAL MATTERS AND PROGRAMME : Proposal by 
Professor Canaperia : Item 紅5 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ8Д8) : 

Professor CANAPERIA, introducing his proposed resolution, recalled that 

the Chairman in his statement at the third meeting had emphasized the importance 

of the various technical programmes within the framework of WHO. But he felt 

that administrative and financial questions were given a preponderant place 

in the Board's discussions. During the consideration of the programme and 

budget estimates for 1952, the financial reasons for reducing the total 

amount of the budget proposed by the Director-General had been indicated in 

detail, while the programme on which the budget estimates were based had not 

been sufficiently reviewed. 

His proposal was to follow, the procedure of the Health Assembly^ namely， 

to have two committees, one on technical matters and the other on administrative 

and financial matters, carrying out parallel studies. There were a number of 

technical points, such as publications, which might have repercussions on the 

Organization itself. 

It vas true that the tendency of the Organization towards decentralization 

Ъу means of regional offices had advantages in that the need for certain 

programmes could best be judged on a regional level. But, as the Board had 

itself declared, regional health programmes should be co-ordinated "into an 

appropriately balanced world health programme" (EB8/R/28/Rev.l) so as t o avoid 

the Organization being transformed into a mere federation of regional 

organizations. 

While the Board had rightly decided at a previous meeting to suppress the 

3 d h°C C O m i t t e e o n technical assistance, which did not conform to the usual 

pattern of committees of the Board, the standing committee on technical matters 
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’ ‘ * ' ' . i . 
and progratnme t h a t he proposed camq v i t h i n the framework of the C o n s t i t u t i o n 

• • • . . 

and Rule 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Exequtive Board. The proposed 

committee would have the task of considering the technical part of the 

programme and thus enabling the Board, in the light of the financial and adminis-

trative aspects examined by the other standing committee, to decide upon the r t ‘ ‘ • , V •• . . ' • 

prograrame t o be proposed t o the Health Assembly/ 
• . .. . . . • ’ 

, 、 ， ， 、 . ， • • . ；‘ • . . . . . * 

The CHAIRMAN, supporting Professor Canaperia's proposa l , s a i d that WHO, 

which vas in a s tage of development> should x\ot adhere too s t r i c t l y t o i t s 

original structure, but should modify it according to needs. 
• • . . . . ' .• • • :. • 

Dr. RAE, alternate to Dr. Mackenzie, felt that discussion of technical 
• • ' » •• • 

matters was so important that it should not Ъе left to a sub-committee of the 

Board- Experience had shovn that if two separate committees of the Board were 

set up, their findings would be simply endorsed by the Board in plenary. In the 

Health Assembly much difficulty had been encountered in harmonizing the views 

of the Committees on Administrât!on^ Finance and Legal ifetters and on Programme. 

But the Board, as the governing body of the Organization； was in a different 
• • “ “ » 

position and it was impossible to separate the two questions in its discussions, 
‘ ； . ， ‘ ‘ • . * • ' . 

Dr. JAPAS, thought it would. Ъе useful 'to know the exact functions of the 

Standing Committee on.Adminlstratiori and Finance. 

He -pointed out t h a t the programmes conta ined i n the Director-General f s 

general programme and budget proposals had been examined at the regional level. 

It was the policy of the Organization to modify as little as possible proposals 
• • “ ' * • • •.. •" • • ••• * -• • • ； • I ‘ . . . 

of the regional committees because-it had Ъееп recognized that they were the 
. • • » ‘ • • 

_ . . . . , . � ‘ • . •- . 
be$t judges of the needs ；of the r é s p e c t i v e r e g i o n s . 
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There was a growing tendency on the part of the Health Assembly towards 

having only one main coramittee dealing with both programme and budget, and it 

vas clear that if the Board set up two committees, the same sort of difficulties 

as had been experienced by the Health Assembly would arise. Decisions as to 

programme should be made bjr the people who were cognizant of the financial 

.situation. 

He therefore supported the proposal to have only one standing coimnittee 

and suggested that广if necessary, any specific questions cou^ld be referred to 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance for consideration during 

the Board 1s session. 

Dr. TOGBA proposed that the question be deferred to the next session for 

furtb-^ consideration. 

If there were two committees consisting of seven members each, it would 

Ъе a very .tо decide on the criteria for omitting four members 

of the Board« Furthermore, the Bourà^had vlshed to shorten its sessions, but 

the proposal would mean that sessions would Ъе longer. 

Professor De LAET thought Professor Canaperia1s proposal had not been 

understood. Far from hindering the work of the Standing Committee on Adminis-‘ 

tration and Finance, the establishment of a standing committee on technical 

matters would facilitate the Board's task and allow it to take decisions on a 

sounder basis. 
» 

Experience had shown that if one committee dealt with botfe aspects, 

certain parts of the programme suffered under the weight of the financial 

arguments. 
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. T h e f imct ion of the committee suggested by Professor Canaperia çhould 

be to assemble the documentation and to present the details of t̂ ie programme 

in' an object i ye and impartial way, so as to enable the Board to see clearly 

vhat could be done without delay and what was needed in the future. . 

Dr. HOJER suggested that the Director-General should prepare a report on 

the matter for consideration at the ninth session. While agreeing that technical 

matters ought to be carefully considered^ he vas thinking in terms of one 

committee to deal with both programme and administrative and financial matters . 

Dr. BRAVO considered Professor Canaperia's proposal very opportune, as it 

would allow detailed examination of the important problems before the Board 

in such a way as to shorten sessions. There would be two committees dealing 

； ' i 
with the two principal groups of problems, and the Board would transform itself 

into a sort of joint committee for the examination of the resolutions to be 

- • . . •• 

adopted. 

Dr. PADIJA supported the proposal to defer the question to the next session. 

While appreciating the assistance that a standing committee on programme could 

Ъе to the Standing Committee, on Administration and Finance in solving the 

difficult problems before it, he queried whether funds were available for a 

meeting of a second committee to be held before the Board's session in January 

1952. 
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Professor BRISKAS felt that the Board could take a favourable decision 

on the proposal at the present meeting. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL， replying to Dr. Jafar1э question concerning the 

specific functions of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

said that the financial responsibility of the Board was indicated in Official 

Records No. 21 (Resolution WHA2.62) and included consideration of "whether 

the programme follows the general programme of work approved by the Health 

Assembly." He agreed with the necessity to arrange for fuller consideration 

cf the programme than in the past. That could Ъе done in several d i f f e r e n t 

ways. The cost of a meeting of a second committee would not be considerable -

probably about $2,500 - but the procedure would, give rise to certain 

difficulties. First, the division of responsibility between the two committees 

would not Ъе easy. Whereas at present the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance took decisions on programme matters广 it might become necessary 

to refer certain matters back and forth between the committees or to have 

joint meetings. For the specific consideration of the annual programme and 

budget the Health Assembly was moving in the opposite direction^ namely one 

main committee with sub-groups to consider specific ques t ions . Secondly, the 

question of shortening sessions pf the Board for the convenience of members 

required consideration. 'Thirdly^ the point raised by Dr. Togba concerning the 

criteria on which four members were to be omitted from either committee was 

ci very important one. One would not know whether to appoint to the committees 

those with the most experience, which was valuable to the Organization^ or the 

least, in order that they might acquiie it. 
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It might Ъе worth while to experiment with certain aspects of the proposal 

on the understanding that the decision would be revoked if it proved 

unsuccessful. 

Dr. BRADY, alternate to Dr. Hydë, thought it would Ъе impossible to 

separate programme from budget -by reason of the difficulties pointed out by 

thé Director-General； 

Dr. KARUNARATNE was in favour of adopting the proposal as an experiment 
: . . . . . . . ‘ .• • ; .T • .. • 

and thought that, in spite of the divergence of the opinions expressed, a 

decision should be taken at the present session. 

He proposed the addition of a new paragraph after paragraph 1 of the 

proposed resolution, to read : "DECIDES to review the need for such a 

committee at the tenth session of the Board." Moreover, s ince the l ength of 

time required for the meeting of the committee would depend on its agenda, 

paragraph 6 should begin : "REQUESTS the Director-General to convene this 

committee not more than one week prior to the opening of the session of the 

Board … " 

Dr. KARABUDA strongly supported the proposal to establish a standing 

coramittee on.programme and technical matters. 

Dr. FI.TRTADO, vhile supporting the proposal to set up such a committee, 

considered that it should take the form of a working group of the Board, The 

convening of two committees composed of seven members each before sessions of 

the Board vcmld amount to convocation of all members of the Board with the 

exception of four• He therefore proposed， as an alternative solution, that the 

Board (which \ю.з composed of eighteen members) should divide itself into two 
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committees of nine members each) one to deal with administrative and financial 

matters and the other with programme and technical matters. 

Dr. TOGBA seconded Dr. Hurtado's proposal. The two committees need not 

meet on separate dates； the Board would split up into two committees and 

would meet in plenary session when their reports were ready. 

Dr. HAYEK supported Dr. Hurtado's proposal. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAb pointed out that the Board had already assigned, 

to the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance a large part of the 

work in connexion with the programme广 in instructing it "to meet at least 

Ik days prior to the ninth session of the Executive Board ... for the purpose 

of reviewing the programme and budget estimates for 1953" (EB8/R/55). 

Professor Canaperia's proposal, as contained, in the document before the 

Board, did not mention consideration of the annual programme and budget, 

which in fact could Ъе taken only as one subject, contained in a single 

document； it would be necessary to consider whether it would be a sound 

policy to transfer the examination of part of that document from the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance to another committee. 

Secondly, the character of the Board must be borne in mind. If 

consideration of programme• and technical matters vere removed from the mandate 

of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, i t was probable that 

the persons designated to attend sessions of that committee would be persons 

qualified in administration and finance "but without technical experience in 

health questions, or attachés of legations. 
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•Pr. RAE, alternate to Dr. Mackenzie, thought it would be useful if the 

Director-General prepared a document setting out his opinion, in the light of 
* • . . . . 

his experience, on the implications of the proposal. While a policy of 

postponement was undesirable,, the matter" under discussion vas one that might 

radically change the framework of the Board and he therefore proposed its 

postponement to the next session.) 

Professor De LAET, seconded by Dr； DAENGSVANG, proposed the closure of 

the debate. 

• 1 . . . . •• \ 

In the absence of objection, the CHAIRMAN declared the debate closed. 

The CHAIRMAN outlined the three proposals before the Board î 

• • . . . ； . • . 

1.. A proposal Ъу Dr. Rae,, seconded by Dr. Togba, to defer the question, 

on the xmdersianding that the Director-General would submit to the ninth 

session complete documentation, on the implications of Professor Canaperia1s. 

proposal. 

• • . • i •‘ 

2. Professor Canaperia's proposal, to vhich Dr. Karunaratne had 

proposed certain amendments ¿ 
• •• . . . . . . . 

5. The proposal of Dr. Hurtado/ seconded' Ъу Dr. Togba ahd Dr. Hayek, 
that the Board should divide into 七 w o sections of nine members each to study, 

on the one hand, administrative and financial and； on the other, technical 
; "... • •• .. ... t ' \'¡ •• ,. .. .. . . 

questions. 

. . : • • • % . • ' * ' > . . . 

• '--.•.,.、’•....，.：.... * . . . . . . • 

Decision i The proposal to. defer the question to the ninth session vas 
rejected by 9 votes to 8. 
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 r
îi -Сп̂эзи 

The CHAIRMAN said that he vould first put to the vote Dr, Hurtado
f
s 

proposal as being furthest avay from the original proposal. He vas advised 

that in accordance with Rule 48 of the Rules of Procedure a two-thirds 

majority would Ъе required for its adoption, since it reopened the debate on 

the resolution already adopted ЪУ the Board (EB8/r/55) which stated that the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance would be composed of seven 

members and instructed it to meet at least Ik days prior to the ninth session 

of the Executive Board for the purpose of reviewing the programme and estimates 

for 1953. 
. * 

Decision i The result of the vote was 9 in favour and 7 against. The 
proposal was rejected, the required two-thirds majority not having been 
obtained. 

After a discussion on procedure. Professor CANAPERIA， in a spirit of 

conciliation, withdrew his proposal. Dr. Karunaratne withdrawing the 

amendments he had proposed. ' 

Professor BRISKAS also withdrew the same proposal which he had in the 

meantime re-introduced, under Article 紅7 of the Rules of Procedure. 

The CHAIRMAN noted, that， as all the proposals had been Withdrawn, the 

question was no longer before the meeting. 

2. POPULATION PROBLEMS ? Item 红5 of the Agenda (Document EBÔ/50) 

Dr. HOJER said that he wished to make two points in connexion with document 

EB8/50. First, he considered that the word "only：" should Ъе deleted from the 

second line on page 2. Secondly, the activities listed in. the report did not 
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cover all the aspects of population problems； there was no mention of the 
« • . 

control of populations by the control of births. Before the war, a conference 

on nutrition, in which he had taken part, had considered that this subject was 

one which should not be discussed owing to the views of some of the delegates. 
* • ' • ‘. • ‘ Î - . . - . , 

Now, however, when medical science was saving the lives of millions of people 

by the prevention or cure of disease, the problem of controlling the size of 

populations was becoming increasingly urgent. It might well be that another 

international organization, or a Member State of WHO might ask the 

Organization for advice on the medical problems of birth-control and it 

was essential that consideration should be given now, or in the near future, 

to the policy of WHO regarding such advice. He therefore proposed that' the 

Board should request the Director-General to prepare a paper on this question 

for discussion at its ninth session. 

D r - KARUNAEATNE supported the proposal of Dr. HSjer. The problem of the 

growth of populations, especially in under-developed countries, was very real 

and it vas essential that information on the problems of medical control of 

natality should be available. 

Dr. JAFAR said that it was very important to determine the type of 

advice which WHO could give on this subject, if requested by the United 

Nations Population Commission or any other specialized agency. He hoped that 

the Director-General would bear this in mind when preparing the paper which 

had been requested. On the other hand, there were some health aspects of 

population problems apart from the question of birth control and it vould Ъе 

useful if these could be studied also. 
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The DIRECTOR-GPJNEEAL said that the question was arousing a great deal 

of interest in many countries and the Secretariat had already received a 

request from a regional organisation for advice and information on it. It was 

essential that the problem should be discussed so that advice might be given 

to governments and to the Population Commission^ if required. 

The CHAIRMAIi dre贺 the attention of the Board to the previous resolutions 

taken on population problems by the Board and the Health Assembly in Official 

Records No. 25， section and Official Records No. 28, resolution WHA3.7. 

In reply to Dr, Jafar, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that advice on the 

control of size of population could Ъе given to countries by either of two 

methods 2 first, expert advisers or short-term consultants could be sent to 

individual countries； or, secondly, WHO could, study the problem, either vithin 

the Secretariat or through an expert committee, and formulate advice to all 

Member States, 、 

Dr. JAFAR considered that the question was of importance to the major 

part of the world and that〉corisequerrcly^ it was the duty of WHO to formulate 

a policy of advice which could Ъе amended to suit the specific needs of 

individua丄 countries. 

Dr. ЬШ1} Regional Director, South-East Asia Regional Office, said that 

at the last meeting cf the regional committee in his area， the delegate of 

Ceylon ha¿ stated that the population problem in his country would soon become 

alarming if nothing were done to check its rate of growth} and he had therefore 

proposed a resolution, recorded in the minutes of the meeting. The committee 

had felt that it was essential that WHO should take some action "büt had been 
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unable to determine the probable scope of that action and had therefore passed 

a resolution, recorded in document urging the Director-General to 

collaborate closely on this matter with other interested organizations. 

Professor BRISKAS proposed that the matter be referred to the Standing 

Coramittee on Administration and Finance. 

Dr, BRADY sugb"sted that the Population Commission should be asked to 

inform WHO as to the type and limitations of the information which should 

Ъе provided. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAb said that if the Board requested a paper on the 

subject, discussions should be held vith the Population Commission and other 

interested agencies， such as UNESCO, regarding the scope of the information 

, < ’ 

to be supplied by WHO. Ее drew attention in this connexion to points (c) and 

(d〉 of the terms of reference of the United Nations Population Commission, as 

given in document EB8/50.. 

Dr.. HOJEE stressed that it vas essential that compilation of the material 

for a report on the medical aspect of the problem of birth-control should 

Ъе begun as soon as possible. . 

Dr. JAFAR agreed "with Dr. Hojei.. aau abked that the paper by the Director-

General should be submitted to the next session of the Board. 

The DIRECTOR-GEI-ŒML said that it should be possible to begin preparing 

the material for the paper at the same time as discussions were proceeding 

with the Population Commission. 
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The following resolution, drafted by Dr. FORREST and including amendments 

by Dr. JAFAR, vas read to the Board : 

The Executive Board, 

Noting the collaboration of WHO with the United Nations on population 
problemsj 

Noting the resolution on this subject taken by the Regional Committee 
for South-East Asia at its third session； 

REQUESTS the Director-General : 

(1〉 to study this sutject, along with the Population Commission 
of the United Nations, in order to define the duties of the two 
organizations； 

(2) within the limits of budgetary resources, to carry out studies 
on the health aspects of this problem； and 

(5) to place this subject early on the agenda of the ninth session. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the resolution were adopted, the appropriate 

documents would, of couree, Ъе prepared beforehand for consideration by the 

Board,when the matter came up for discussion. 

kcisioq •• The Board adopted the resolution unanimously. 

M T E P L A C E OF THE NINTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD : Item 8 of the 
Agenda (Document ЕВ8/‘5) 

Professor De LAET thanked the Secretariat for the information which it had 

supplied and declared that he had no proposal to put forward on the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the resolution recommended by the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance (Section 9 of its report, document 

ЕВ8Д5) should Ъе adopted. 



EB8/Min/lO Rev.l 
page 1б 

Decision : The Board adopted that resolution., 

1».. CLOSURE OF SESSION : Item k6 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN expressed satisfaction that the Board had completed its 

agenda according to the proposed programme. He thanked the members of the 
. « , я 

Board for their co-operation and congratulated them oft the work accomplished. 

He also thanked the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General and the 

members of the Secretariat for the help and assistance they had given him, 
、 ’ . ' / 

Dr. PADUA proposed that, the Board should record a vote of thanks to 
. * . ： . 

the Chairman for the able manner in Which he had condudted. Its affairs{ to the 

Vice-Chairtien and the Rapporteurs； and to the Director-General and all members 

of the Secretariat. For his own part, he thanked the members of the Board for 

their helpfulness to him as a new member, 

. * • . 
The DIRECTOR-GENERAL expressed the thanks of the Secretariat to the 

Chairman and members of the Board for the spirit of understanding and 

tolerance in which they had reviewed the work of the Organization.. 

The CHAIRMAN declared the session'closed. 

The meeting rose at 11,35 a.m. 
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1 . STANDING œ » H T T E E ON TECHNICAL MATTERS ¡ m PROGRa'l'E: Proposal by 

Professor Canaperia： Item 45(c) of the Agenda (Document EB8/48) 

Professor CAMPERXA., introducing his proposed resolution, recalled that the 

Chairman in his statement at the third meeting had emphasized the importance of the 

various technical programmes within the framework of WHO. But he felt that 

administrative and financial questions were given a preponderant place in the Board^s 

discussions, During the consideration of the programme and budget estimates for 

1952 the financial reasons for reducing the total amount of- the budget proposed by 

the Director-General had boen indicated in detail, while the programme on which the 

budget estimates were based had not been sufficiently revieweda . 

His proposal followed the procedure of the Health Assembly^ namely the creation 

of two committees, one on technical matters and the other on administrative and 

financial matters to carry out parallel studies. There woro a number of technical , 

points, such as publications, which might have repercussions on the Organization 

itself. 

It was true that the tendency of the Organization towards decentralization by 

means of regional offices presented advantages because the need for certain pro-

grammes could best be judged on a regional level. But, as the Board had itself 

declared, regional health programmes should be co-ordinated "into an appropriately 

balanced world health programme" (EB8/R/28/Rev.l) SO as to avoid the Organization 

being transformed into a more federation of regional organizations. 

Ihile the Board had rightly decided at a previous meeting to suppress the 

ad hoc committee on technical assistance, which did not conform to the visual 

pattern of committees of the Board, the Standing Committee on Technical Matters and 

Programme that he proposed came within the framework of the Constitution and Rule 

17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board. The proposed committed would 
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have the task of considering the technical part of the programme and thus enabling 

the Board, in the light of the financial and administrative aspects examined by the 

other Standing Commit te e^ to decide upon the programme to be proposed to the Health 

Assembly. 

The CHAIRMíJí, supporting Professor Canaperia 1』proposal, said that TOO, which 

was in a stage of development^ should not adhere too strictly to its original 

structure, but should modify it according to needs. 

Dr. RAE, alternate to Dr. Mackenzie, felt that discussion of technical matters 

was so important that it should not be left to a sub-committee Of the Board等 

Experience had shown that if two separate committees of the Board were set up, 

their findings w u l d be simply endorsed by the Board in plenary. In the Assembly-

much difficulty had been encountered in harmonizing the views of the Committees on 

Administration； Finance and Legal Matters and on Prograjnme. But the Board, as the 

governing body of the Organization, was in a different position and it was impossible 

to separate the two questions in its discussions. 

Dr, JAFAR thought it would be useful to know the exact functions of the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. 

He pointed out that the programmes comprising the Director-Generalîs general 

programme and budget proposals had been examined at the regional level* It was 

the policy of the Organization to modify as little as possible proposals of the 

regional committees because it had been recognized that they were the best judges 

of the needs of the respective regions. 
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There was a growing tendency on the part of the Health Assembly towards having 

only one main caranittee dealing with both programme and budget, and. it was clear 

that if the Board set up two ccnmiittees, the same sort of difficulties as had been 

• 

experienced by the Health Assembly would arise. Decisions as to programme should 

be made by the people who were congizant of the financial situation. 

In view of those considerations, he supported the proposal to have only one 
參 

standing ccmmittee and suggested that if necessary any specific questions could be 

referred to the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance for consideration 

during the course of the BoardTs session. ‘ 
i 

Dr. TOGBA proposed that the question be deferred to the next session for 

'fúrtlíer consideration. 

If there were two committees consisting of seven members each, it "would be 

very delicate to decide on the criteria for omitting four members of the Board, 

Furthermore, the Board had desired to shorten its sessions, but the proposal would 

mean that sessions would be longer. 

. Professor De M E T thought Professor Canaperia»s proposal had not been under-

stood. Far from hindering the work of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and. Finance， the establishment of a Standing Committee on Technical Matters would 

facilitate the Board's task and'allow it to take decisions on a so.tmder basis. 

Experience had shown that if one committee dealt with both aspects, certain 

parts of the programme suffered under the weight of the financial arguments.. 

The function of the committee suggested by Professor Canaperia should be to 

assemble the documentation and to present the details of the programme in an 

objective and impartial way, so as to enable the Board to see clearly what could 

be done without delay and what was needed in the future.. 
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HOJER suggested that the Director-General should prepare a report on the 

matter for consideration at the next session» While agreeing that technical matters 

ought to be carefully considered, he was .thinking in terms of one committee to deal 

with both programme and administrative and financial matters. 

Dr, BR/.VO considered Professor Canaperia^s proposal very opportime, as it- would 

permit of detailed examination of the important problems before the Board in such a 

way that the sessions could be shortened# There would be two committees dealing 

with the two principal groups on problems, and the Board vould transform itself into 

a sort of mixed committee for the examination of the resolutions to be adopted. 

Dr* PADUA supported the proposal tc defer the question to the next session* 

While appreciating the assistance'that a committee on programme could be to the 

Committee on Administration and Finance in.solving the difficult problems before 

it, he queried whether funds were available for a meeting of a second committee to 

be held: before the Board rs session in January 1952• 

Professor BRISK/iS felt that the Board could take a favourable decision on the • 

proposal at the present meeting» 
* • 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replying to Dr. Jafarls question concerning the specific 

functions of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, said that the 

financial responsibility of the Board i?vas indicated in Official Records Nc# 21 
1 * 

(Resolution ША2щв2) and included considerátión of "whether the pro grannie follows 
• • • . « . 

the general programme of work approved by the Health Assembly," He agreed with 
i 

the necessity to arrange for fuller consideration of the programme than in the past. 
* ‘ 

That could be done in several different ways. While the cost of a meeting of a 

second committee would not be•considerable 一probably about 500 - that procedure 
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would give rise to certain difficulties. First, the division of responsibility 

between the two committees would not be easy» Whereas at present the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance took decisions on programme matters, it 

might become necessary to refer 'certain matters back and forth between the committees 

or to have joint шеetings. For the specific consideration of the annual programme 

and budget the Assembly was moving in the opposite direction, namely one main 

committee with sub-groups to consider specific questions• Secondly, the question 

of shortening sessions of the Board for the convenience of members required considera-

* ‘ • . 
tioru Thirdly, the point raised by ih% Togba concerning the criteria on which four 

members were to be omitted from either committee was a very important one. One 
« ‘ 

would not know whether to appoint to the committees those with the most experience, 

which was valuable to the Organization, or the least/ in order that they might acquire 

it. 

It might be worth while to experiment with certain aspects of the proposal 

on the understanding that the decision would be revoked if it proved unsuccessful» 

Dr, BR/i.DY, alternate to Dr# Hyde, considered that- it would be impossible to 

separate programme from budget by reason of the difficulites pointed out by the 

Director-General. 

Dr# KARUNARATNE was in favoúr of adopting the proposal as an experiment and 

thought that in spite of the divergence of opinions expressed, a decision should 

be taken at the present session. 

: H e proposed the addition of a new paragraph after paragraph 1 of the proposed 

resolution to. the fellowing effect： "DECIDES to review the need for suoh a committee 
V • . “ 

at the tenth session of. the Board•“ . Moreover, since the length of time required 

for the meeting of the o.orranittee would depend on its agenda, paragraph 6 should beginj 
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"REQUESTS the Director-General to cdnvene this committee not more than one week 

prior to the opening of the session of the Board ...« 

Dr. KAR/iBUM strongly sv^ported the proposal to establish a standing committee 

on programme and technical matters. 

Dr. HURTADO, while supporting the proposal to create such a committee, con-

sidered that it should take the form of a working group of the Board. The con-

vening of two committees composed of seven members each before sessions of the Board 

would amount to convocation of all members of the Board with the exception of four. 

He therefore proposed, as an alternative solution, that the Board composed, of eighteen 

members should divide itself into two committees of nine members each, one to. deal 

with administrative and financial matters and the other with prograrame and technical 

matters. 

- - • 

Dr. TOGBA seconded Dr, Hurtadc^s proposal. • The two committees need not meet 

on separate datesj the Board, would split up into two committees and would meet in 

plenary session when their reports were ready. 
» « 

Dr. HàYEK supported Dr. H u r t a d o p r o p o s a l . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the Board had already assigned to the 

Standing Coimnittee on Administration and Finance a large part of the work in 

connexion with the programme, in instructing it "to meet at least 14 days prior 

to the ninth session of the Executive Board…for the purpose of reviewing the 

... . . -

programme and budget estimates for 1953" (EB8/R/33). Dr. Canaperiais proposal 
• . ••‘ • ." .；'•；'/' ； •,. ... . 

as contained in the document before the Board did not mention consideration of the 
• ' ' ' . .....• ‘ . , . . . , . . ' . . '•* ‘ ...... . .• S • ‘ . 

‘ ‘ Л • i . . . - - • . . . . . ‘ . 

annual programme and budget, itíiich in fact could be taken only as one subject, 

contained in a single docvment, and it would be necessary to consider whether it 
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would bs a sound policy to transfer the examination of part of that document from 

the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance to another committee. 

•-Secondly5 the character of the Board must be borne in mind. If consideration 

of prograrame and technical matters were removed from the. mandate of the Standing 

Cbmiriíttee on Administration and Finance^ it was probable that the persons designated 

to attend -sessions of the Committee would be persons qualified in administration and 

‘ ‘‘ ‘‘ -. 
finance but without technical experience in health questions or attachés of legations. 

Ere RAE, alternate to Dr P Mackenzie, thought it would be useful if the 

Director-General prepared a document setting out his opinion, in the light of his . 

experience, on the implications of the proposal,, While a policy of postponement 

was undesirable, the matter under discussion was one that might radically change 

the framework of the Board and he therefore proposed its postponement "to the next 

session» • 
. • ‘ • 

Professor De M E T , seconded by Dr, DAENGSVMG, proposed the closure of the 

debate• 

In the absence of objection, the CHAIRMAN declared the debate closed. 

The CHâlRMâN said there were three proposals before the Board! 

1。 A proposal by Dr, Rae, seconded by D.r0 Togba, to defer the question on • 

the understanding that the Director-General would submit .to the ninth session a 

complete documentation on the implications of Professor Canaperia's proposal» 

2„ Professor CanaperiaIs proposal, to which Dr. Karunaratne had proposed 

certain amendments. ' • 

3, The proposal of Dr^ Hurtado, seconded by Dr 9 Togba and Dr f Hayek/ that the 

Board should divide into two sections óf nine members each to 'study on the one hand 

administrative and financial questions丨and on the other technical questions• 
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Decisiai, The proposal to defer the question to the ninth session was 
rejected by 9 votes to 8. 

The CH/iIRM/vN said that he would first put to the vote Dr. Hurtado's proposal 

as being furthest away from the original proposal. He was advised that in accord-

a n c e w i t h R u l e 4 8 o f t h e of Procedure a two-thirds majority would be required 

f o r its adoption, since it reopened the debate on the resolution adopted by the Board 

(EB8/R/33) stating that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance would 

be composed of seven members and instructing it to meet at least 14 days prior to the 

ninth session of the Executive Board for the purpose of reviewing the programme and 

estimates for 1953. 

Decision: The result of the vote was 9 for and 7 against. The proposal was 
rejected, .the required two-thirds majority not having been obtained. 

After a discussion on procedure, Professor Canaperia, in a spirit of concilia-
I 

tion, withdrew his proposal, Dr. Karunaratne withdrawing the amendments he had proposed. 

Professor BRISKAS also withdrew the same proposal which he had in the meantime 

put forward again by virtue of Article 47 of the Rules of Procedure. 

The CHiilRmN noted that as all the proposals had been withdrawn, the question 

was no longer before the meeting. 

2, POPULATION PROBLEMS： Item 45(e) of the Agenda (Document EB8/5O) 

D r * H 0 J E R s a i d
 七 he wished to make two points in connexion with document 

EB8/50* First, he considered that the word 丨丨only丨丨 should be deleted from the second 

line on page 2. Secondly, the actvities listed in the report did not cover all the 

aspects of population problems; there was no mention of the control of populations 

by the control of births. Before the war, a conference on nutritionj in which 

he had taken part, had considered t^at this subject was one which should not be 
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discussed owing to the views of some of the delegates» Now, however, when medical 

science was saving the lives of millions of people by the prevention or cure of 

disease, the problem of controlling the size of populations was becoming increasingly 

urgent. It might well be that another international organization cr. a Member State 

of WHO might ask the Organization for advice on the medical problems of birth ccn-

trol and it was essential that consideration should be given now, or in the near 

future, to the policy of WHO regarding such advice. He therefore proposed that the 

Board should request the Director-General to prepare a paper on this question for 

discussion at its ninth session. 

• » 

Dr, KA.RUNâRATNE supported the proposal of Dr. H'djer. The problem of the growth 

of populations, especially in under-developed countries, was very real and it was 

essential that information on the problems of medical control of natality should be 

available. 

* • , * " 

Dr. JAFAR said that it was very important to determine the type of advice which 

WHO could give on this subject, if requested by the United Nations Population Com«. 

mission or any other specialized agency. He hoped that the Director-General would 

bear this in mind when preparing the paper which had been requested. On the other 

hand there ттеге some health aspe ets of population problems apart from the question 

of birth control and it would be useful if these could be studied also. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the question was arousing a great deal of 

interest in many countries and the Secretariat had already received a request from 

a
 regional organization for advice and information on it» It was essential that 

the problem should be discussed so that advice might be given to governments and 

to the Population Commission, if required. 
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The СНА1ШШ1 drew the attention of the Board to the previous resolutions 

taken on population problems by the Board and the Health Assembly in Official 

Records No. 25， Section 3.1 and Official Records No, 28, WHA3.7 

In reply to Dr. Jafar, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that advice on the control 

of size of population could be given to countries by either of two methods： first, 

expert advisers or short-term consultants could be sent to individual countries] 

or, secon^-y, WHO could study the problem, either within the Secretariat or through 

an expert committee, and formulate advice to all Member States. 

Dr. JAFAR considered that the question was of importance to the major part 

of the world and that, consequently, it was the duty of T/ÏH0 to formulate a policy 

of advice which could be amended to suit the specific needs of individual countries. 
» 

D r . MA.NI, Regional Director, South—East Asia Regional Office, said that at the 

last meeting of the Regional Committee in his area, the delegate of Ceylon had 

stated that the population problem in his country would soon become alarming if 

nothing were done to check its rate of growth, and he had therefore proposed a 

resolution, recorded in the minutes of the meeting. The committee had felt that 

it was essential that WHO should take some action but had been unable to determine 

the probable scope of that action and had therefore passed a resolution, recorded 

in document ЕВ7/49, urging the Director-General to collaborate closely on this 

matter with other interested organizations. 

Professor BRISKAS proposed that the matter be referred to the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance. 



E B 8 / M i n / 1 0 
page 13 

D r . BRADY suggested that the Population Commission should be asked to inform 

WHO on the type and limitations pf the information which should be provided^ 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that if the Board requested a paper on the subject^ 

discussions should be held with the Population Commission and other interested 

agencies, such as UNESCO^ regarding the scope of the information to be supplied by 

WHO» He drew attention in this connexion to points (c) and (d) of the terms of 

reference of the United Nations Population Commission, as given in document EB8/5O 

Dr
#
 HOJER stressed that it was essential that compilation of the material for 

a report on the medical aspect of the problem of birth control should, be c o m e n c e d 

as soon as possible• 

Dro JAFAR agreed with Br9 Hb'jer and asked that the paper by the Director-

General should be submitted to the next session of the Board, 

The DIRECTORr-GENERâL said that it should be possible to begin preparing the 

material for the paper at the same time as discussions were proceeding with the 

Population Commission* 

The following resolution, drafted by FORREST and including amendments by 

Dr« JAFAR, was read to the Boards 

"The Executive Board 

Noting the collaboration .of WHO with the United Nations on population 
problems, 

Noting the resolution on this subject taken by the Regional Cor.imittee 
for S o u t h e a s t Asia at its third session, 

REQUESTS the Director-General 

(1) to study this subject along with the Population Commission of the 
United Nations，in order to define the duties of the two organisations^ 

(2) within the limits of budgetary resources^ to carry oub studies on 
the health aspects of this problem j nr:d 

(3) to place this subject еагЗу on the agonda of the ninth session,
n 



EB8/Min/10 
page 14 

The СШШШ said that if the resolution were adopted, the appropriate 

documents would, of course, be prepared beforehand for consideration by the Board, 

when the matter came up for discussion. 

Decision) The Board adopted the resolution unanimously. 

3, DATE AND РХАСБ OF THE NINTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOilRDj Item 8 of the 
Agenda (Document EB8/45) 

P r o f e s s o r De LAET thanked the S e c r e t a r i a t f o r the in format ion which i t had 

supplied and declared that he had no proposal to present concerning the matter. 

The CHàlRMiXN proposed that the resolution recommended by the > Standing Committee 

on Adminis t ra t ion and Finance (Item 9 of i t s f i r s t r e p o r t , docment EB8/45) should 

be adopted. 

Decisioni The Board adopted the resolution proposed by the Chairman, 

4. CLOSURE OF SESSIONi Item 46 of the Agenda 

• i 

The CHAIRMAN expressed satisfaction that the Board had completed its agenda 

according to the proposed programme, He thanked the members of the Board for their 

co-operation and congratulated them on the work accomplished. He also thanked the 

Director-General, the Deputy Director-General and the members of the Secretariat for 

th4 help and assistance they had given him. 

Dr. PADUA, proposed that the Board should record a vote of thanks to the 

СНА1ШШ for the able manner in which he had conducted its affairs ; to the Vice-

Chairman and the Rapporteurs; and %o the Director—General and all members of the 

Secretariat, For his oivn part, he thanked the members of the Board for their 

helpfulness to him as a¡new member. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL expressed t he thanks of the S e c r e t a r i a t t o t h e Chairman 

and members of the Board f o r t he s p i r i t of unders tanding and t o l e r a n c e i n which 

they had reviewed the work of the Organiza t ion . 

The CHAIRMA.N dec lared the sess ion c losed . 

The meeting rose a t 11,55 a,nu 


