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1 . TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON SPECIAL SUBJECTS î 
Item 5«1.1 of the agenda (document EB7/65 and paragraph 129 of 
docuiifânfc ЕБ7/73) ( continuation) 

The OHAIRMA-N recalled the two topics proposed for discussion at the Third 

World Health Assembly: education and training of medical and public-health 

personnel； and the economic value of preventive medicine. 

Dr
0
 de PAUIA SOUZA agreed with previous speakers that the technical aspects 

of training and education should be discussed at the Fourth World Health Assembly. 

He urged, however, that a thoroujh discussion on the economic value of preventive 

medicine should not be too long delayed
e
 He suggested that the Secretariat should 

be asked to prepare a summary of all available data to serve as a basis far а 

preliminary discussion at the forthcoming Health Asseribly, leaving further 

detailed consideration of the question to a later date
0 

D r , BERNARD, adviser to Dr
e
 Boidé, endorsed the above views^ adding that it 

would be necessary to determine what points the discussion should cover and to 

decide on the best procedure for ensuring that it would be fruitful, 

Dr
e
 RAE supported the suggestion made by Dr

0
 ^ d o at the previous meeting 

concerning the need for preliminar planning,, He favoured a thorough discussion 

in the training of medical and public-health personnel； leaving the question of 

the economic value of preventive medicine to be discussed the follo-váng year. 

Dr
0
 HYDE saw no reason whçy a technical discussion on special subjects should 

not take place within the normal work of the Connittee on Programme • 
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The CH^IRMàN, observed that Dr
0
 Hyde t s suggestion would entail reversal 

of the decision taken by the Board ab its sixth session (resolution EB6
e
R37), 

namely, that the meetings envisaged be of an informal nature. 

Dr*» HÏDE said it -was of paramoant inportance., in order to enable non-

governmental organisations to take part in the discussions, for such matters as 

the follomng to be defined in advance: credentials of observers attending such 

meetings, parfcicipation of organisations i,at aduiVtcd into relationship m t h 1H0, 

rules of procedure, whether the Health Asserribly w u l d be in session or recess 

during the dis eussions
?
 and so forth, 

T h e
 cïïAmmN called for coirments on Dr

0
 取 d d s sugsostion that the item be 

included on the normal agenda of the Health Assembly
0 

Professor De IABT suggested that resolution ЕВ6Л37 had been drafted rdth 

a ^ e w to special discussions in which technical exports, other than delegates, 

could take part, 

Dr
0
 BRAVO supported Dr

0
 de Paula Эоиза« s suggestion» 

D r e
 œZEGCRZEWSKIî Director„ Division of Education and Training Services, 

replying to a question by Dr
0
 取de, said that a clear proposal in favour of 

informal discussions had been received from the United Kingdon. Other replies 

could be interpreted in favour of either formal or informl nootings. 

D r o
 Qrzogorzewski addod that the material and results of the discussions 

would come before the next session of the Expert Coirnnittoo on Profossional and 

T e c h n i c
a 3 Education of Medical and Avocxliaiy Personnel, to be convonod later in 

the year с The expert " copiât tee .vould study moans of obtaining a better balance 

i n
 medical education with speci.nl roferonce to the préventive and sociological 
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aspccts of lïiediciîiQ
 e 

Mr
a
 LINDSAY, alternate to Mackenziesaid that his Govornuient ’ s reply 

expressed the sentiments clearly refloctod in the minutes of tha sixth session 

of the Bosrd (PJB6/lviLn/9 Rev
0
l) w oha.t 七he discussions in question vforo intended 

to be informal and largely inicrmative in chara ct or ̂  precisely in order to leave 

the CoiTunittee on Progranime as a business meoting
c 

•；< 

HOJER proposed thab the special discussions should be held informally 

within the .fraxncTTork of the Health /îssonbly^ in miich case no further resolution 

would be necessaiy
e 

The GhiAIRMâN inb^rproted the sonso of the nootins to be in favour of the 

procodiiro outlined in dcctiment eb7/65 ancl that the tochnical discussions on 

special subjects at> the ï'oiiTuh Worü.d HoaJ-th As sourly should bo of an informal 

charactor• 

Do els ion s The Board decided) by a. voto^ to retain only one subject^ 
xiamely> the сйиАлоп and tra3.pj.ng of nodical and public health personnel« 

Replying to Professor De IAET^ the CHAIRMfiN said that the B o a r d s 

resolution 7j-ould be worded so as to anake cloar that ohly one special topic 

had been selected^ the other or-ly being postponed,, 

He then proposed a resolution on thç following lines 1 

The Executive Board
д 

Noting the report of tho Di re otov-Gene ral on the subject of tedinicáL 

discussions on special subjects to be held dnriiig the Fourth World Health 

Assembly； 

Considering that arrangeraei.its for the Fourth World Health Assembly 

will not allow for a di.sou-ssion on more than one spcciai technical subject. 
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1. DECIDES that the subject for discussion shall be the education 

and training of personnel, and 

2. RECOMMENDS 

(1) that this technical discussion shall be initieted at an 

informal meeting of delegates to be convened in the second half 

of the first week of the Health Assembly； 

(2) that this meeting be convened by the President of the 

Assembly or a convener to be nominated by him； 

(3) that at this meeting the subject for discussion shall be 

divided into three small groups for purposes of discussion； 

(4) that the meeting shall also nominate the conveners of such , 

groups； 

(5) that the three groups shall meet during the last days of the 

first тлвек of the Fourth Health Assembly] 

(6) that a second general meeting shall be called to discuss the 

reports of the three groups. 

The Chairman added that.the resolution should also indicate that Members 

should be invited to contribute to the technical discussion by sending the 

necessary information and by including in their delegations specially qualified 

persons to take part in the discussions. The resolution should, further,-

indicate that the Board had considered that the quostion of holding further 

technical discussions in future Health Assemblies should be discussed after the 

first experimental discussion had been completed. 

Decision: The Board agreed to accept a resolution on the lines 

proposed by the Chairman. 
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2. WAIVING OF CU3T0M3 DUTIES ON INSECTICIDES (Approval of draft agreement 
on importation of insecticides and apparatus for their application): 
Item 13-1.5-1 of the agenda (document EB7/75) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of the Interim Commission of the 

International Trade Organization to make a statement-

M. ROYER (ICITO) said that the Contracting Parties to the General Agreement 

on Tariffs and Trades had been somevjhat surprised at TiTHO
f

 s request for their views 

on the draft agreement concerning the waiving of customs duties on the importation 

of insecticides, because such problems did not strictly come within their purview. 

After a brief reference to the trade difficulties inherent in the problem owing 

to the number of raw materials used for chemical purposes, he outlined the 

modifications suggested by the working party set up to examine the draft agree-

ment: (1) that exemption from customs duties should be limited to a well-defined 

number of products; (2) that customs duties should not be waived when such 

action would result in serious disadvantage to products commercially produced or 

manufactured in a particular country and lead to disruption of nations! economy. 

The suggestions of the e;xperts of the working party in no vmy committed their 

governments on the question of principle and the method of application of the 

draft agreement. He referred to the letter from ICITO to the Director-General 

(document EB7/75， page 5) setting out ths views of the ICITO experts on general 

matters. 

Lastly, he explained that there had been some divergence of opinion about 

the advisability of the proposed draft agreement at the fifth session of the 

Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trades, both: in the 

working party and in plenary session. 
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M . ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, reported that the various recommendations 

concerning the waiving of customs duties on insecticides had so far not been 

particularly successful. It was for that reason that the Director-General had 

decided to draw up a draft agreement and to submit it for technical advice to 

the fifth session of the Contracting Parties to the General Asreement on Tariffs 

and Trade. There the draft Agreement had been considered and amended by a 

working party and tiie revised draft was now submitted to the Board. 

The question at issue was whether a new stage could not now be reached in 

the adoption of a draft agreement. M. Zarb suggested two alternative procedures: 

(1) If it were felt that such an agreement fell within the definition of 

Artiole 19 of the Constitution, the Health Assembly mi^ht, in conformity with the 

procedure provided in Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution, adopt it; 

(2) If it were felt that the scope of the agreement fell outside the terms and 

intention of the Constitution, it would then be necessary for the agreement to be 

concluded by the contracting States themselves at an international conference. 

In that connexion it might be possible» for the Health Assembly to transform 

itself, say for a day or two, into a conference for the purpose of adopting the 

agreement. 

Lastly, the Board might also consider that further infomation and comments 

from governments would be advisable; in that case the Director-General could be 

invited to submit the text of the draft agreement to the Member States with a view 

to solioiting their observations, after which it would be possible to reach a 

concrete decision. 

Mr. CALDERTOOD, adviser to Dr. Hyde, suggested that a resolution should be 

drawn up for adoption by the Board, asking the Director-General to circulate the 

draft agreement to governments inviting their observations and to submit a report 

to a future session of the Board. If a sufficient number of replies were received 
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in time the Board could consider at its next session the best procedure to follow 

and the action to be" taken by the Fifth World Health Assembly. 

D
r
. HOJER felt that the possibilities of agreement on a convention were 

small and that it would therefore be undesirable to go to any expense on that 

account. He suggested that the Economic and Social Council might be asked to 

keep the matter in mind when considering special proposals of that kind so that 

aution could be taken with nut delay if there were a change in governmental 

practice. 

Dr. van den BERG stated that the first of the alternative procedures outlined 

on page 3 of the document was clearly impossible because the proposed convention 

did not refer to matters within the competence of 7Ш0 under Article 19 of the 

Constitution. He could agree, váth the second procedure, but thought the state-

ment in the document was not quite accurate because in his opinion it would not 

be possible for the Health Assembly to meet as an international conference. There 

would have to be a separate conference which might consist of the same delegates ‘ 

as were attending the Assembly. He felt th?t some additional preparatory work 

was necessary and therefore fully agreed with M. Zarb' s last proposal. 

Dr. KARABUDA feared that the replies received from governments might be 

largely negative because the convention was framed on too wide a basis. 

Dr. DAENGSVANG said he had been informed by some members of his Government 

that certain of the equipment and chemical products covered by the draft agreement 

could be used for other, purposes. Moreover the adoption of the agreement by the 

Government would involve administrative difficulties and diminish the public 

income, particularly fron customs duties. He therefore agreed with the proposal 

to send the draft agreement to governments for observations. 
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Professor CANAPERIA, while considering the agreement well framed, thought 

there were so many exceptions and exemptions that it would have little practical 

value. He also supported Mr, Calderwood's proposal. 

Mr. CALDERW00D suggested that only the substantive clauses of the draft 

agreement should be circulated. The protocolary clauses to be included, 

which depended on the nature of the procedure adopted, could be decided upon 

after replies had been received from governments. 

M. ZARB suggested that it might be useful to send at the same time to 

governments two or three sets of protocolary clauses based on the alternative 

procedures suggested. 

The CHAIRMAN, remarking that there appeared to be general agreement on the 

course to be taken, suggested a resolution on the following lines: 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the growing importance played by insecticides in the 

control of malaria and other insect-borne diseases; 

Considering therefore that measures should be taken to ensure a 

free flow of insecticides and apparatus for their application in public-

health work； 

Believing that an international agreement on the importation of 

insecticides, whereby Member Governments would undertake not to apply 

customs duties or other related charges on the importation of insecticides 

and apparatus for their application, when intended exclusively for 

public-health purposes, may be an effective means of obtaining this 

objective; 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to circulate the draft agreement 

annexed to document EB7/75 to Member States for their consideration and 

comments, and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to a future session of the 

Executive Board for further action. 
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Dr. ALLV/OOB-PAREDES, supporting the views of Dr. Karabuda, e^ressed the 

fear that there would be many reservations to adoption of the agroeraent as at 

present drafted, even by those countries which had already exempted such 

conmodities。 He suggested that the list of insecticides should be limited to 

DDT, chlordane and garnmexane, which would cover % % of the needs and would 

avoid inclusion of insecticides and raw materials which night also be used 

for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMA.N thought the important points brought up by Dr. Karabuda arxi 

Dr. Daengsvang had been considered by the meeting to which the representative 

of 工CITO had referred. 

Mr, CALDERWOOD suggested that governments in their replies might indicate 

that they could adopt the agreement provided certain items were onitted and 

that the agreement could be redrafted accordingly. 

Decision： The Board agreed that a resolution should be drafted on the 
lines proposed by the Chairman. 

Professor De LAET took the Chair• 

3. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Items 16,6 and 16.6.1 of the agenda (document EF7/78) 

Dr. de PAULA SOUZA, Chairman of the Standing Comittee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations, read the report. 

Dr. van den BERG asked for clarification on the following points: (1) Why-

was it proposed to establish relations with the American College of Chest 

Physicians and. not with the International College of Surgeons? The Association 
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for Paradontopathic Research had been eliminated because it covered only part of 

the field of stomatology but the American College of Chest Physicians was in a 

similar situation and was purely American； (2) Why was the International Ling 

Gymnastic Federation singled out for qualification as being "excellent in itself
n

? 

He feared that the phrase might give offence to other organizations； (3) Was it 

wise to discuss an organization "which did not yet exists as was done in section 3, 

concerning the International Association of Hygiene and Public Health? 

Dr, de PAULA SOUZA， replying to the first question^ said the recommendation 

in the case of the American College of Chest Physicians was baeed on the criteria 

(in Official Records ЫоДЗ page 326) which gave the Board discretionary powers 

to establish official relations with cn organization once the government of the 

country in which it was established had been consulted• The United States 

Government had been consulted and had replied that the organization was of high 

professional standing. • 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that a decision had already been taken subject to 

the approval of the United States Government. 

Decisions On the suggestion of D r . de PAULA SOUZA it was agreed to omit 
the words "though excellent in itself

11

 from the paragraph concerning the 
International Ling QTinnastic Federation. 

With regard to the third question^ Dr. de PAUIA SOUZA thought it natural 

that the Standing Committee should have expressed gratification that an 

international association of health specialists and sanitaiy engineers should 

be established, since its aims would be close to those of WHO. He appreciated 

Dr
ç
 van den Berges point however and suggested that the paragraph might be 

deleted. 
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Decision； It was agreed that the paragraph should be deleted from the 
report as adopted by tiie Board. 

The CHAIRMAN, vdth reference to the possible formation of a second category 

of relationship (section 4), proposed the following resolution： 

The Executive Board, 

Considering that there are certain non-governmental organizations 

whose primary interests lie outside the health field and yet which might be 

of considerable usefulness to WHO in the accomplishment of its functions^ 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study the possibility of establishing 

some form of relationship with these organizations, 

Mr* CALDERiliOOD asked for assurance that in making such a request the Board 

was not indicating that it favoured the establishment of a formal relationship 

with non-governmental organizations not primarily concerned -with health. 

The CHAIRMAN assured him that the Director-General was merely being asked 

to study the possibilities of some form of relationship. 

Decisions； 

(1) The resolution proposed by the Chairman was adopted in substance. 

(2) The report of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
(document EB7/78) was approved as amended. 

4» ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL WHO COMMITTEES - REPORT ON PROGRESS: 
Item 17.1 of the agenda (document EB7/77) 

Dr. van den BERG recalled that there had been considerable discussion at the 

Third World Health Assembly about national WHO committees, and various delegates 

had ejq>ressed the view that it was purely a matter for national governments to 

decide whether or not such committees should be set up, He had learned that a 

national organization in one country had been approached to set up such a committee. 

Moreover a national organization in the Netherlands had been approached by an 
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intergovernmental organization on the question. He feared that the establj.sh-

ment of a national ТШ0 committee without tho participation of tho govcrmaont 

would in many countries be VQVy dôtriniGntcll to relations between tllC ĈiVCX'ili.lCiilt» 

and lHO
e 

Drо CANAPERIA agreed that it was a matter for the national administrations• 

In many countries there was already a national committee for public health ard it 

would be unnecessary to set up another body» 

Dr o RAE also agreed that it was a matter for the national administration• 

Мгч HiiNDLER, Director^ Division of Public Information, who had been assisting 

the Director•-General in the collection of information on the subject, assured 

Dr» van den Berg that the Secretariat had not approached any national body on 

the establishing of WHO national committees. 

Anong the functions -which would be assumed by national committees when 

established， Handler mentioned in particular that of spreading information 

on WHO in order to make the work of the Organization botter known in the various 

countries。 Referring to the discussion which had taken placo during the last 

Health Assembly，he re called that the members of the Conmiittee on Prograinmo 

had been divided as to the basis on which such national coiranittees should be set 

up« Y/hile some members had felt that they should be established under govern-

ment auspices, others preferred establishment on a voluntary basis• ïhe Board 

at its last session had requested the Director-General to take appropriate 

action' in the light of the views expressed by the Third World Health Assembly-

arid that was what the Director-Goneral had been doing until riow
t
 Uiifortunatolj^ 

because of limitations of staff and also because of the rather complicated nature 
ч -

of the natter, information was coming in slowly., Mien the final results wor© 
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obtained they would be submitted to the Executive Board. 

Dr с .van den BERG did not understand from Handler^ remarks what action 

the Secretariat had been taking， Were other organizations being approached as 

well as governments? He stressed that if such were the case, a great deal of 

harm would be caused to TOO in some countries. 

Dr- ALLWOOD-PAREDES considered that the establishment of such committees 

inight be unnecessary and daxigerous. He moved that the Board adopt a resolution 

recommending to the Health Assembly that any action for the setting up of such 

WHO committees should be dropped^ since they were not likely to give the results 

originally expected. 

Mr® HANDLER recalled that two national Ш0 committees were already function-

ing^ Л committee in Finland had been working for about two years and recently 

a section of the United Nations Association in Austria had been established to 

function as the national WHO committee for Austria. He pointed out that the 

document before the committee was merely a progress report on the action by the 

Director-General called fcr in resolution ViHA3«49 of the Third World Health 

Assembly, • 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that such committees might assume responsibility 

for educating the people in matters of health, both national and international. 

It had never been suggested that such a committee should be imposed on a country, 

but thero was evidently a strong desire on the part of a number of countries to 

set them up - irrespective of -whether they took the form of governmental or 

voluntary comr-dttees 一 and he would greatly regret any discouraging action on 

the part of the Board. 
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Sir My SHOUSHA, Pasha^ Regional Director, Eastern Mediterranean, speaking 

at the request of the CHAIRMAN, said that the replies of governments in that 

region had not all been received but many of those recoived were not favourable• 

Many cf the countries had established in their own national administrations a 

section or- sections -dealing with problems of international health. 

：. • •" • 

Dr- ALLWOOD-PAREDES said the Regional Committee for the Americas had adopted 

... . ..... ‘ 

a similar attitude • At its last meeting it had decided to provide for co-

ordination between the governments and Ш0. ïhere "would be no objection to some 

organ T/felchj under the auspices of the government^ would co-ordinate activities 

in which "WHO was also interested, but he disagreed with the Director-General^ 

suggestion that the committees should carry out educational activities. Such 

activities should not be taken out of the hands of the national public-health 

administration since education did not mean merely teaching but teaching the 

people to enjoy what could already be placed at their disposal by the public-

health administrâtion• 

Dr
9
 de PAULA SOUZA thought that Dr. Allwood-Ргredes was under a slight 

lids apprehension. He understood that the Director-General was not referring to 

the education of the public in health matters which were within the province 

of the national public-health administrations， but rather to the education of ‘ 

governments and the public with regard to subjects with Vhich YJHO was dealing. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-P.iREDES believed that no great emphasis should be placed on 

the activity under discussion» The Secretariat would no doubt be inspired by 

the opinions expressed in the course of discussion and he "was, therefore, 

prepared to withdraw his motion• 

Decisiorv The Board took note of the content of dccment EB7/77. 
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5. P U C E OF MEETING OF THE FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 18 of the 

agenda (document EB7/79) 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, said that it had not been found possible to make plans for holding the 

Fifth Viorld Health Assembly in the United States. It «ould, therefore, appear 

desirable for the Board to take note of the situation so that the Fourth World 

Health Assembly would have concrete information on Tvhich to base its decision 

on the place of meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested ths following resolutions 

As a result of the negotiations undertaken by the Director-General 

with the Government of the United States of America, as requested by the 

Executive Board at its sixth session； 

Considering that the holding of the Fifth World Health Assembly at 

Boston would result in an additional cost to the Organization of 

approximately $200,000, 

The Executive Board 

1. TAKES NOTE of the Direсtor-Generai»s report； 

2. CONSIDERS that the additional cost of holding the Fifth World Health 

Assembly in Boston would entail a heavy burden on the finances of the 

Organization； 

3. DECIDES therefore not to put forward a recommendation to the Fourth 

World Health Assembly as to the site of the Fifth World Health Assembly. 

Dr, HYDE suggested that it would be sufficient to note the report of the 

Director-General. 

*
 m 

Mr» SIEGEL drew attention to paragraph 

taken by the Board at its previous session, 

Health Assembly Ъе held in Boston "provided 

2 of resolution ЕВ6.Ю2 (part I) 

recomnending that the Fifth World 

that the results of the Director-General's 
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negotiations indicate that holding the Assembly in Boston will not place a 

heavy burden upon the finances of the OrG^nization
fî

 • It would appear 

desirable that the Board take a decision nullifying that recommendation, 

Dr。HIDE then suggested a resolution on the following lines : 

The Executive Board 

. NOTES the report of the Diroctor-General and decides not to 

recommend to the Health Assembly that it hold its fifth session in 

Boston, 

Decisions It was agreed that a resolution on the lines suggested by 
Dr# Hyde should be drafted

e 
# * 

6. SITE OF REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS: Item 15«2 of the agenda 
(document EB7/80) 

The Board noted the document submitted by the Diroctor-General
 # 

The meeting rose at 5。25 p»n« 
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The Chair was later taken by Professor M。De Laet

s
 Vice Oheiraian, 
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1. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON SPECIAL SUBJECTS (continuation): 
Item 5 .1.1 of the Agenda (Document EB7/65 and Document EB7/73, 
paragraph 129^ page 6l) 、 

The CH/ilRMM recalled the two topics proposed for discussion： Education and 

Traininc c.f Medical and Public-Health Personnel, and the Economic Value of 

Preventive Medicine. 

Dr. de PAULA SOUZA agreed with previous speakers that the technical aspects 

of training and education should be discussed at the Fourth World Health Assembly. 

He urged, however, that a thorough discussion on the economic value of preventive 

medicine should not be too long delayed. He suggested that the Secretariat should 

be asked to prepare a summary of all available data to serve as a basis for a 

preliminary discussion at the forthcoming Health Assembly, leaving further 

detailed consideration of the question to a later date. 

Dr. BERNARD, adviser to Dr. Boidé, endorsed the above views, adding that it 

would be necessary to limit the scope of the problem and to decide on the best 

procedure for a useful discussion. 

Dr. RAE supported the suggestion made by Dr。 E^de that morning concerning 

the need for preliminary planning. He favoured a thorough discussion on the 

training of medical and public-health personnel, leaving the question of the 

economic value of preventive medicine to be discussed the following year. 

Dr. HYDE saw no reason why a technical discussion on special subjects should 

not take place within the normal work of the Committee on Programme. 
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The CHAIRMAN remarked that Dr
 #
 Hyde

1

 s suggestion would entail reversal 

of the decision taken by the Board at its sixth session (ЕВ6Д/Э7), namely that 

the meetings envisaged would be of an informal nature. 

Dr. HYDE said it was of paramount importance^ in order to enable non-

governmental organizations to take part in the discussions., for such matters as 

the following to be defined in advance: credentials of observers attending such 

meetings, participation of organizations not admitted into relationship with WHO, 

rules of procedure^ whether the Health Assembly would be in session or recess 

during the discussions, and so forth„ 

The CHAIRMAN called for comments on Dr. ifyde
!

s suggestion that the item be 

included on the normal agenda of the Health Assembly. 

Professor De LAET suggested that resolution ЕВЩ/yj had been drafted with 

a view to special discussions in i/vhich technical experts, other than delegates, 

could take part. 

Dr. BRAVO supported Dr^ de Paula Souza
!

s suggestion. 

Dr
e
 GRZEGORZEffSKI, Director， Division cf Education and Training Services, 

replying to a question by Dr. Hyde, said that a d e a r proposal in favour of 

informal discussions had been received from the United Kingdom
 e
 Other replies 

could Ьз interpreted in favour of either formal or informal meetings„ 

Dr. Grzegorzewski added that the material and results of the discussions 

would come before the next session of the Expert Committee on Professional 

Education and Training to be convened later in the year. The expert committee 

would study means of obtaining a'better balance in medical education with 

special reference to the preventive and sociological aspects of medicine, 
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Mr. LINDSAY^ alternate to Dr. Mackenzie, said that his Government
f

s reply 

expressed the sentiments clearly reflected in the minutes of the sixth session 

of the Board (EB6/Min/9 Rev.l) - that the discussions in question were intended to 

be informal and largely informative in character, precisely in order to leave the 

Committee on Programme as a business meeting. 

Dr. HOJER proposed that the special discussions should be held informally 

within the framework of the Health Assembly, in which case no further resolution 

would be necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN interpreted the sense of the meeting to be in favour of the 

procedure outlined in docraient ЕВ7/65 and that the technical discussions on 

special subjects at the Fourth World Health Assembly should be of an informal 

character. 

Decision: The Board decided，by a vote to retain only one subject, i.e • 
training of medical and public health personnel 

Replying to Professor De Laet，the CHAIRMAN said that the Board
f

s resolution 

would be worded to make it clear that only one special topic had been selected, 

the other only being postponed. 

He then proposed a resolution on the following lines: 

The Executive Board 

Noting the report of the Dire сtor-General on the subject of technical 
discussions on special subjects to be held during the Fourth World Health 
Assembly, 

Considering that arrangements for the Fourth World Health Assembly-
will not allow for a discussion on more than one special technical subject, 

DECIDES 

(1) that the subject for discussion shall be the education and training 
of personnel, and 
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RECOMMENDS 

\ -

(1) that this technical discussion shall be initiated at an informal 
meeting of delegates to be convened in the second half of the first week 
of the Health Assembly； 

(2) that this meeting be convened by the President of tho Assembly or a 
convenor to be nominated by him j 

(3) that at this meeting the subject for discussion shall be divided into 
three small groups for purposes of discussion； • 

(4) that the meeting shall also nominate the convenors of such groups； 

(5) that the three groups shall meet during the last days of the first 
week of the Fourth Health Assembly； 

(6) that a second general meeting shall be called to discuss the reports 
of the three groups, 

The Chairman added that the reso?uUtion should also indicate thât Members 

should be invited to contribute to the technical discussion by sending the 

necessary information and by including in their delegations specially qualified 

persons to take part in the discussions. The resolution should, further, indicate 

that the Board had considered that the matter of holding further technical dis-

cussions in future Health Assemblies should be discussed after the first 

experimental discussion had been completed. 

Decision: The Board agreed to accept a resolution on the lines proposed 
by the Chairman• 
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2. WAIVING OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON INSECTICIDES (Approval of draft agreement 
on importation of insecticides, and apparatus for their application): 
Item 13Д,5.1 of the Agenda (Document EB7/75) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of ICITO to make a statement. 

M , ROYER， representativo of ICITO, said that 工CITO experts had been somewhat 

surprised at WHO
1

s request for théir views on the draft agreement concerning the 

waiving of customs duties on the importation of insecticides because such problems 

did not strictly come within their purview. After a brief reference to the trade 

difficulties inherent in the problem owing to the number of raw materials used for 

chemical purposes, he outlined the modifications to the draft agreement suggested 

by ICITO experts: (1) that exemption from custom duties should be limited to 

a well-defined number of products； (2) that customs duties should not be waived 

when that action would result in serious disadvantage to products commercially 

produced or manufactured in a particular country and lead to disruption of 

national economy. The suggestions of the experts in no way committed their 

governments on the question of principle and the method of application of the 

draft agreement. He referred to the letter from ICITO to the Director-General 

(document EB7/75， page 5) setting out the views of ICITO experts on general 

matters. 

Lastly, he explained that there had been some divergence of opinion about the 

advisability of the proposed draft agreement both among the group of experts and 

in the plenary meeting of the representatives of contracting parties to ICITO • 

M , ZARB, Chief， Legal Office, reported that the various recommendations 

concerning the waiving of customs duties on insecticides had so far not been 

particularly successful. It was for that reason that the Director-General had 
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decided to draw up a draft agreement and to submit it for technical advice to 

ICITO， . . 

At the Torquay session of the contracting parties of ICITO, the draft had 

been considered and amended by a group of experts and the revised draft was now 

submitted to the Board. 

The question at issue was whether a new stage could not now be reached in the 

adoption of a draft agreement. M . Zarb suggested two alternative procedures: 

(1) If it were felt that such an agreement fell within the definition of 

Article 19 of'the Constitution, the Health Assembly might, in conformity with the 

procedure provided in Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution, adopt it; 

(2) If it were felt that the scope of the agreement fell outside the terms and 

intention of the Constitution^ it would then be necessary for the agreement to be 

concluded by the contracting States themselves at an international conference • 

In that connexion it might be possible for the Health Assembly to transform 

itself, say for a day or two, into a conference for the purpose of adopting the 

agreement. 

Lastly^ the Board might also consider that further information and comments 

from governments would be advisable； in that case the Director-General could be 

invited to submit the text of the draft agreement to the Member States with a view 

to soliciting their observations, after which it would be possible to reach a 

concrete decision. 

Mr
9
 CALDERWOOD^ adviser to Dr. l^yde, suggested that a resolution should be 

drawn up for adoption by the Board asking the Dire с al to circuí ate the 

draft agreement to governments and invite observations and to submit a report 

to a future session of the Board• If a sufficient number of replies were received 
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in time the Board could consider at its next session the best procedure to follow 

and action to be taken by the Fifth World Health Assembly. 

• • 

Dr. HOJER felt that the possibilities of agreement on a convention were 

small and that it would therefore be undesirable to go to any expense on that 

account. He suggested that ECOSOC might be asked to keep the matter in mind when 

considering special proposals of that kind so that action could be taken without 

delay if there were a change in governmental practice. 

Dr. van den BERG stated that the first of the alternative procedures outlined 

on page 3 of the document was clearly impossible because the proposed convention 

did not refer to matters within the competence of WHO under Article 19 of the 

Constitution. He could agree with the second procedure but thought the statement 

in the document was not quite accurate because in his opinion it would not be 

possible for the Health Assembly to meet as an international conference. There 

would have to be a separate conference which might consist of the same delegates 

as were attending the Assembly. He felt that some additional preparatory work 

was necessary and therefore fully agreed withjM. Zarb's last proposal. 

D r

- KARABUDA feared that the replies received from governments might be 

largely negative because the convention was framed on too wide a basis. ‘ 

Dr. DAENGSVMG said he had been informed by some members of his Government 

that certain of the equipment and chemical products included in the convention 

could be used for other purposes. Moreover the adoption of the convention by the 

Government would involve administrative difficulties and diminish the public 

income, particularly from customs duties. He therefore agreed with the proposal 

to s end the draft agreement to governments for observations• 
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Dr• CANAPERIA, while considering the agreement well framed^ thought there 

were so many exceptions and exemptions that it would have little practical value. 

He' also supported Mr, Calderwood's proposal
e 

Mr о CALDERWOOD suggested that only the substantive of the agreement should 

be circulated. The protocolary clauses to be included, which depended on the 

nature of the procedure adopted, could be decided upon after replies had been 

received, from governments. 

ZARB suggested that it might be useful to send at the same time to 

governments two or three sets of protocolary clauses based on the alternative 

procedures suggested. 

The CHAIRMAN, remarking that there appeared tc be general agreement on the 

course to be taken^ suggested a resolution on the following lines: 

The Executive Board 

‘ ConsiüQring the growing importance played by insecticides in the 
control of malaria and other .insect-borne diseasesj 

Considering therefore that measures should be taken to ensure a free 
flow of insecticides and apparatus for their application in public health 
work； . 

relieving that an international agreement on the importation of 
insecticides, whereby Member Governments would undertake not to apply customs 
duties or other related charges on the importation of insecticides and 
apparatus for their application, when intended exclusively for public-health 
purposes^ may be an effective means of obtaining this objective； 

1， REQUESTS the Director-General to circulate the draft agreement annexed 
to document EB7/75 to Member States for their consideration and comments; and 

2
e
 REQUESTS the Director-General to report to a future session of the 

Executive Board for further action. 
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Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES^ supporting the views of Dr. Karabuda, expressed the 

fear that there would be many reservations to adoption of the agreement as at 

present drafted^ even by those countries that had already exempted such commodities. 

lie suggested that the list of insecticides should be limited to DDT, Chlordane 

arxd Оашпохглхе, w M c h would cover Э5% of the needs and ivould avoid inclusion of 

insecticides and raw materials -which might also be used for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the important points brought up by Dr. Karabuda and 

Dr
 #
 Daengsvang had been considered by the meeting to which the representative 

of ICITO had referred. 

Mr. CALDERWOOD suggested that governments in their replied might indicate 

that they could adopt the agreement provided certain items were omitted and that 

the agreement could be redrafted accordingly. 

¿decision: The Board agreed that a resolution should be drafted on the 
lines proposed by the Chairman. 

Professor De LAET took the Chair. 

3. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Items 16.6 & 1 6 Д of the Agenda (Document EB7/78) 

Dr
#
 de PAULA SOUZA, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations, read the report. 

Dr. van den BERG asked for clarification on the following points: (1) Why-

was it proposed to establish relations with the American College of Chest 

Physicians and not with the International College of Surgeons? The Association 
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for Parodontopathic Research had been eliminated because it covered only part of 

the field of stomatology but the American College of Chest Physicians was in a 

similar situation and was purely American; (2) ？/hy was the Fédération 

Internationale de Gymnastique Ling singled out for qualification as being 

"excellent in itself"? He feared that the phrase might give offence to other 

organizations. (3) Was it wise to discuss an organization which did not yet 

exist, as was done in paragraph 3 concerning the International Association of 

取giene and Public Health? 

Dr. de PAULA SOUZA, replying to the first question, œiid the recommendation 

in the case of the American College of Chest Physicians was based on the 

criteria (in Official Records No.13) which gave the Board discretionary powers 

to establish official relations with an organization once the government of the 

country in which it was established had been consulted. The United States 

Government had been consulted and had replied that the organization was of high 

professional standing. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that a decision had already been taken subject to the 

approval of the United States Government. 

Decision: On the suggestion of Dr. de PAULA SOUZA it was agreed to omit 
the words "though excellent in itself" from the paragraph concerning the 
Fédération 工rxtemationsile de Gymnastique Ling. 

With regard to the third question, Dr. de PAULA SOUZA thought it natural 

that the Standing Committee should have expressed gratification that an 

international association of health specialists and sanitary engineers should 
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be established, since its aims would be close to those of WHO. He appreciated 

Dr. van den Berg
]

s point however and suggested that the paragraph might be 

deleted. 

Decision: To delete the paragraph from the report as adopted by the Board. 

The CHAIRMAN, with reference to the possible formation of a second category 

of relationship (section 4), proposed the following resolution: 

The Executive Board 

Considering that there are certain non-governmental organizations whose 
primary interests lie outside the health field and yet which might be of 
considerable usefulness to WHO in the accomplishment of its functions, 

REQUESTS the Dire сtor-General to study the possibility of establishing 
some form of relationship with these organizations. 

Decisions: (1) The resolution proposed by the Chairman was adopted in 
substance• 

(2) The report of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations (EB7/78) was approved as amended. 

4 . ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL WHO COMMITTEES: REPORT ON PROGRESS: 
Item 17Д of the Agenda (Document EB7/77) 

Dr, van den BERG recalled that there had been considerable discussion at the 

Third World Health Assembly about national WHO committees, and various delegates 

had expressed the view that it was purely a matter for national governments to 

decide whether or not such committees should be set up. He had learned that a 

national organization in one country had been approached to set up such a committee. 

Moreover a national organization in the Netherlands had been approached by an 

intergovernmental organization on the question. He feared that the establishment 
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of a national Ш0 committee without the participation of the government would in 

many countries be very detrimental to relations between the government and WHO. 

Dr. CANAPERIA agreed that it was a matter for the national administrations. 

In many countries there was already a national committee for public health and it 

would be unnecessary to set up another body. 

Dr. RAE agreed that it was a matter for the national administration. 

Mr. HANDLER, Director, Division of Public Information, who had been assisting 

the Director-General in the collection of information on the subject, assured 

Dr. van den Berg that the Secretariat had not approached any national body on 

the establishing of WHO national committees. 

Among the functions which would be assumed by national committees when 

established, Mr. Handler mentioned in particular that of spreading information 

on WHO to make the work -of the Organization better known in the various countries. 

Referring to the discussion which had taken place during the last Health Assembly, 

he recalled that the members of the Committee on Programme had been divided as to 

the basis on which such national committees should be set up. While some members 

had felt that they should be established under government auspices, others 

preferred establishment on a voluntary basis. The Board during its last session 

had requested the Director-General to take appropriate action in the light of 

views expressed by the Third World Health Assembly and that was what the 

Director-General had been doing until now. Unfortunately, because of limitations 

of staff and also because of the rather complicated nature of the matter, 

information was coming in slowly. When the final results were obtained they 

would be submitted to the Executive Board. 
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Dr. van den BERG did not understand from Mr. Handler
1

 s remarks what action 

the Secretariat had been taking. Were other organizations being approached as 

well as governments? He stressed that if that were the case a great deal of 

harm 7/ould be oaused to WHO in some countries. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES considered that the establishment of such committees 

might be unnecessary and dangerous• He moved that the Board adopt a résolution 

recommending to the Health Assembly that any action for the setting up of such 

WHO committees should be dropped, since they were not likely to give the results 

originally expected. 

Mr. HANDLER recalled that two national WHO committees were already func-

tioning. A committee in Finland had been working for about two years and recently 

a section of the United Nations Association in Austria had been established to 

function as the WHO national committee for Austria. He pointed out that the 

document before the Committee was merely a progress report on the action by the 

Dire сtor-General called for in resolution WHA3.49 of the Third World Health 

Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said, that such committees might assume responsibility 

for educating the people in matters of health, both national and international
# 

It had never been suggested that such a committee should be imposed on a country, 

but there was evidently a strong desire on the part of a number of countries to 

set them up - irrespective of whether they took the form of governmental or 

v o l u n t a r y committees 一 and he would greatly regret any discouraging action on 

the part of the Board. 
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Sir Aly SHOUSHA Pasha, Regional Director, Eastern Mediterranean, speaking 

at the request of the CHAIRMAN, said that the replies of governments in that 

region had not all been received but many of those received were not favourable. 

Many of the countries had established in their own national administrations a 

section or sections dealing with problems of international health. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES said the Regional Committee for the Americas had adopted 

a similar attitude. During its last meeting it had decided to provide for co-

ordination between the governments and WHO. There would be no objection to some 

organ which under the auspices of the government would co-ordinate relations 

between the government and WHO but he disagreed with the Director-General's 

suggestion that the committees should carry out educational activities. Such 

activities should not be taken out of the hands of the national public-health 

administration since education did not mean merely, teaching but teaching the 

people to enjoy what could already be placed at their disposal by the public-

health administration
# 

Dr. de PAULA SOUZA thought that Mr. Allwood-Paredes was under a slight 

misapprehension. He understood that the Director-General was not referring to the 

education of the public in health matters which were within the province of the 

national public health administrations, but rather to the education of goverments 

and the public with regard to subjects with which WHO was dealing • 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES believed that no great emphasis should be placed on 

the activity under discussion. The Secretariat would no doubt be inspired by 

that consideration if it took note of the discussions and he was, therefore, 

prepared to withdraw his motion, 

Decision: The Board took note of the content of document EB7/77• 
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5. PLACE OF MEETING OF Tíffi WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 18 of the Agenda 
(document EB7/79) 

Mr. SIEGEL^ Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance, said that it had not been found possible to make plans for holding the 

Fifth World Health Assembly in the United States. It would, therefore, appear 

desirable for the Board to take note of the situation so that the Fourth World 

Health Assembly would have concrete information on which to base its decision 

on the place of meeting. 

The СНАШШШ suggested the follomng resolution: 

As a result of the negotiations undertaken by the Director-General with 
the Government of the United States of America as requested by the 
Executive Board at.its sixth session, 

Considering that the holding of the Fifth World Health Assembly at 
Boston would result in an additional cost to the Organization of 
approximately $200,000, 

The Executive Board 

1. TAKES NOTE of the Director-General's report； 

2. CONSIDERS that the additional cost of holding the Fifth World Health 
Assembly- in Boston would entail a heavy burden on the finances of the 
Organization； 

3. DECIDES therefore not to put forward a recommendation to the Fourth 
World Health Assembly as to the site of the Fifth World Health Assembly. 

Dr. HIDE suggested that it would be sufficient to note the report of the 

Director-General• 

Mr. SIEGEL drew attention to paragraph 2 of resolution EB6.R32 taken by the 

Board at its previous session, recommending that the Fifth World Health Assembly 

be held in Boston "provided that the results of the Director-üeneral»s 
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negotiations indicate that holding the Assembly in Boston will not place a heavy 

burden upon the finances of the Organization". It would appear desirable that 

the Board take a decision nullifying that recommendation. 

13r, HYDE then suggested a resolution on the following lines: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General and decides not to recommend 
to the Health Assembly that it hold its fifth session in Boston". 

Decision: It was agreed that a resolution on the lines suggested by 
Dr. Hyde should be drafted. 

6

« SITE OF REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE AMERICAS: Item 15.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB7/80) 

The Board noted the document submitted by the Director-General. 

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m. 


