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Although most countries in Europe are nov free or praetically free from
leprosy, there are many states on the continents of Africa, Asia and South
America where this disease still constitutes a serious public health problem.
Hansen's disease is one of the most important infectious diseases from the point
of view of the large number of persons afflicted and the severe mutilations it
produces in the human body leading to invalidism.

It is estimated that there are

about 8

，000，000 lepers in the world tody, most of whom constitute an additional

economic burden in endemic countries which are already over-burdened with other
economic and social troubles.
There are many governments which would like to secure reliable infonnation
regarding the latest advanoes in this field and vhioh would naturally turn to WHO
for guidance.
Of the many phases of leprosy work vhich need clarification, three of the
most important are aentioned below.
(lj

Status of the Sulphone therapy - the effectiveness of the different
preparations in use) their dosage, side-effects and manner of
administration, especially in undernourished patients.

It is

particularly important to compare experiences regarding the efficacy of
D.D.S. (Diamino-dipheny, sulphone) also known as "mother sulphone"
which， on account of its lov cost^ places the sulphone treatment
within the reach of poor patients as well as poor governments.
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(2) Adoption of a generally accepted classification of the disease»
The so-called "South American" classification does not seem to
meet approval as yet•

It is important to have practical classification

in connexion vith the implementation of prophylactic and therapeutic
measures according to the prevalent type of the disease in the
locality.
(3)

Adoption of fundamental principles which would serve as a guide in
selecting the methods of control to be followed in endemic countries•

In viev of the importance of the.problem and the absence of any other
organization with sufficient scope to deal with the matter； it is believed that
WHO should take the initiative in holding a symposium on leprosy to which the
leading authorities in this field should Ъе invited.

