


The recent international conferences, most notably the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, held in Beiiing in 1995, have given high 
priority to women's health as an essential part of their empowerment. 
Countries have been taking steps to translate into action the 
commitments mode at these conferences. These have included the 
development of national policies on women, the creation or 
strengthening of appropriate national machinery for the advancement 
of women and gender sensitization of health programmes. 

The Regional Office undertook the preparation of country profiles 

on Women's Health and Development [WHDI The profiles and 
guidelines were initially field-tested in Myanmar and Thailand. A 
working group meeting on WHD county profiles was held in 
Myanmar in March-April 1997 to launch the second phase of the 
complet~on of the country profiles in all SEAR Member States. 

Acknowledging the role of health legislation in the implementation 

of HFA strategies, Bongladesh. Indio, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal 
and Thailand, in collaboration with WHO, have been reviewing and 
updating their health legislation. 

Indonesia has a specific programme dealing with health 
legislation, ethics and bioethics. With assistance from WHO, Nepal 
finalized a new Health Act in an effort to provide health services 
equitably WHO collaborated with India in the area of organ 
transplantation and brain death, which resulted in the enactment of 
an Act on humon organ transplantation 

WHO supported principal investigator-initiated research projects in 

the areos of communicable diseases; health economics; human 
resources for health; reproductive health; adolescent health; maternal 
health, plague surveillance; preinvasive and invasive lesions of the 
cervix and outreach-clinics coverage. Commissioned research was 
promoted on adolescent health; county profiles on women's health 

and development; health care financing; study of factors and policies 
that determine geographical and sectoral distribution of doctors 
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I and a study of general practice and its implications for medical 

education. 

In order to strengthen research development activities, the Regional 

Office developed an 'institutional memory' for the regional research 

programme; conducted a health systems research (HSR) workshop, 

and reviewed the existing training modules on MCH/FP. It also 

assessed the current status of the prevalence of hepatitis B; developed 

research proiects on health futures trend assessment; conducted 

health policy research workshops, and supported a research project 

on field-testing of women's health. 

The 22nd session of the South-East Asia Advisory Committee on 

Health Research ISEA/ACHR], held in Dharan, Nepal, in April 1996, 
discussed such topics as research in occupational health; eth~cal 

issues in health, and promotion of research in health sector reforms. 

The tenth meeting of Directors of Medical Research Councils or 

Analogous Bodies and Concerned Research Foci in the Relevant 

Ministries [MRC] was held in Bandung, Indonesia, in October 1996. 
The meeting discussed the complementarity of health research activities 

supported by various agencies at the country level; research on 

health in the urban environment; research for promoting heolth in 

public policies, especially development policies, and research relofing 

to health in border areas with emphasis on disease su~eilionce 

The 23rd session of the SEA/ACHR, held in Chiang Rai, Thailond, 

in April 1997, discussed and made recommendations on: ii] strategies 

for effective promotion of the application of research results in health 

development; [ i i ]  health futures research - its role in the 

formulation of the HFA strategy for the next century, and (iii) ethical 

issues in health. Though the meeting felt that both the ACHR and 

MRC had distinct roles and functions to it recommended 

that they should continue to work independently but with necessary 

coordination, and their future meetings should be held concurrently, 

followed by a ioint meeting of the two bodies. An intercountry 

nutrition-cum-research workshop, in June 1996 in Jakarta, reviewed 

the results of nutrition research activities carried out in the Region 

in the context of the nutrition n e ~ o r k .  
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