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DIRECTION, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT 



Chapter 1 

GOVERNING BODIES 

1.1 REGIONAL COPWTTEE 

The thirty-ninth session of the Regional Committee for South-East 
Asia was held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, from 9 to 15 September 1986. 
It was attended by representatives from all eleven Member States of 
the Region as well as from the United Nations and many of its 
agencies, from intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations, 
and by observers from bilateral and voluntary agencies. 

The session was declared open by Dr Uthai Sudsukh (Thailand), 
ViceChairman of the thirty-eighth session. His Excellency Mr Bhichai 
Rattakul, Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand, inaugurated the meeting. 
The Regional Committee elected Dr Uthai Sudsukh as Chairman and 
Dr Abdul Samad Abdullah (~aldives) as Vice-chairman of the thirty- 
ninth session. Brig. Mohd. Hedayetullah (Bangladesh) was elected 
Chairman of the technical discussions, and Mr P.P. Chauhan (India) 
was elected Chairman of the Programme Budget Sub-committee. 

The Committee reviewed the Regional Director's Annual Report 
while also concentrating its discussions on those issues which had 
been highlighted by the Consultative Committee on Programme 
Development and Management (CCPDM). 

Technical discussions were held on the 'Integrated approach 
to maternal and child health care in the context of primary health 
care'. The recommendations, among other things, urged that there 
should be integration of maternal and child health - family planning 
programmes at various levels of health care systems based on the 
primary health care concept. A long-term programme should be 
formulated aimed at the reduction of infant and maternal mortality 
rates, and the promotion of community self-reliance to improve the 
health of mothers and children. 'Information and Education for 
Health in Support of Health for All by the Year 2000' was chosen as 
the topic for the technical discussions to be held during the 
fortieth session. 



Following a discussion on the subject of blood and blood 
products, the Regional Committee urged Member Countries to take 
appropriate measures to provide for the proper and safe use of blood 
and blood products, particularly the strengthening of blood 
transfusion services, and requested the Organization to provide 
technical support for related manpower development and for the 
preparation of blood components and fractions. 

The Committee welcomed the initiative taken by WHO to 
emphasize the role of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in the 
implementation of HPA strategies. It also reviewed the proposed 
changes in the principles governing relationships between WHO and 
NGOs at the regional and global levels. 

In a discussion on environmental health hazards - chemical 
and nuclear accidents, the Committee urged WHO to assist, inter alia - - 9  
in establishing surveillance and monitoring systems for early 
warning, preparation of guidelines on common toxic substances and, 
wherever necessary, to initiate training programmes to enhance 
disaster preparedness. 

The Committee was informed of the effects to date of the 
United Nations financial crisis on the 1986-1987 activities and 
those planned for 1988-1989 and the tentative amounts which had been 
earmarked for budgetary reduction in these two biennia. 

The Committee approved the regional inputs to the Eighth 
General Programme of Work of WHO and also noted the proposed 
programme budget for 1988-1989. 

Sri Lanka was nominated as a member of the Joint Coordinating 
Board of the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases, and Bangladesh, Nepal and Indonesia were nominated to 
serve on the Policy and Coordination Advisory Committee of the 
Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in 
Human Reproduction for varying terms. 

The Regional Committee decided to hold its fortieth session 
in Pyongyang, DPI( Korea, in September 1587 and accepted the 
invitations of the Government of Bhutan to hold the forty-first 
session in 1988 in that country, and of the Government of Indonesia 
to hold the forty-second session in 1989 in Indonesia. 

1.2 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Members of the Executive Board from the South-East Asia Region 
during 198611987 were Dr Uthai Sudsukh (Thailand), Dr R. Hapsara 



Regional Committee Meeting 

The 39th session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia was held at Chiang Mai, Thailand, in September 
1986 The inaugural address at the session was delivered by H.E. Mr. Bhichai Rattakul. Deputy Prime Minister, seen 
here flanked by the Regional Director, D r U  KO KO and Dr Uthai Sudsukh, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of Public Health, who was elected Chairman ofthe session. 



Primary Health Care 

In conformity with the value system of 
Health for All, Member Countries are 
striving t o  extend primary health care 
particularly to underserved population 
groups and geographical areas. 

Leprosy 

Since the Region accounts for a large 
prnportion of the leprosy case-load in the 
world, WHO collaboration is aimed mainly 
~n strengthening efforts in early case 
drtection, case holding and multi-drug 
therap". The development o l  a vaccine IS 

;d\n hcing purrued vigorously. 

Essential Drugs 

A major emphasis in (he drug programme 
in the Region is on provision of essential 
drugs of assured quality. Several innova- 
tive measures are being employed. As, for 
example, the establishment of drugs coop- 
eratives to ensure availability of esrentia 
drugs for primary health care. 



(Indonesia), and Dr S.D.M. Fernando (Sri Lanka). Dr Uthai Sudsukh 
was the Chairman of the Executive Board during its seventy-eighth 
and seventy-ninth sessions and was also an ex-officio member of the 
Programme Committee of the Board. 

The Programme Committee met in Geneva from 27 to 30 October 
1986 and reviewed draft material for the Eighth General Programme of 
Work, Blood and Blood Products, and the Method of Work of the World 
Health Assembly. These subjects were further extensively discussed 
by the Executive Board at its seventy-ninth session. 

This session of the Board (12-22 January 1987) also discussed 
at length the Proposed Programme Budget for 1988-1989 and related 
financial matters. 

Two resolutions passed by the Executive Board and related to 
programming and budgeting are directed, in part, to the regional 
committees. 

The first, entitled "Management of WHO'S ~esources" 
(EB79.R7), requests regional committees to review the introduction 
to the proposed programme budget for 1988-1989, as well as the 
Executive Board's comments thereon, and report on the outcome of 
their deliberations to the Executive Board at its eighty-first 
session. The second resolution, "Cooperation in Programme Budgeting" 
(EB79.Rg) requests regional committees to submit programme budget 
proposals that make the most effective use of WHO'S resources at 
country, regional and global levels and provide for zero budget 
growth in real terms, and to make explicit the underlying factors 
and assumptions of reasonably estimated cost increases and to absorb 
such increases to the maximum extent possible. 

The Board entrusted its Programme Committee with reviewing 
and making recommendations to the Director-General on his proposed 
guidance to regional offices and headquarters on the preparation of 
the 1990-1991 programme budget and to review in detail the global 
and interregional components of each proposed programme budget. It 
further requested the Programme Committee to review (a) opportunities 
for strengthening relations between the regional offices and 
headquarters; (b) the involvement of the DirectorGeneral in the 
appointment of all Regional Directors; and (c) the decision making 
process regarding the implementation of WHO policies, programmes, 
and guidelines in the regions. 

In addition, substantive discussions were held on blood and 
blood products, the diarrhoea1 disease control programme, health 
manpower development, the use of alcohol in medicines, the draft 
Eighth General Programme of Work, the Method of Work of the World 



Health Assembly, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). Revised 
principles governing relations between the Organization and NGDs 
were adopted which include a provision, as requested by the 39th 
session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia, for 
consultation with governments. 

The Child Health Foundation Fellowship for 1987 was awarded 
by the Executive Board to Professor Sanath Punsara Lamabadusuriya 
(Sri Lanka). 

Dr Uthai Sudsukh was appointed to the Committee of the 
Executive Board to consider certain financial matters prior to the 
World Health Assembly. 

1.3 WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Fortieth World Health Assembly met in Geneva from 4 to 16 May 
1986. Dr Johan Van Londen (Netherlands) was elected President. Dr Li 
Jong Ryul (DPR Korea) was elected one of the five Vice Presidents. 
Dr S.D.M. Fernando (Sri Lanka) was elected Chairman of Committee A. 
India and Nepal served on the Committee on Nominations, and Mongolia 
served on the Credentials Committee. 

The Assembly approved an effective working budget of 
$633 980 000 for 1988-1989. The financial situation of the 
Organization was reviewed at length, as well a contingency plan for 
reduced implementation during 1988-1989, should unfavourably exchange 
rates and non-receipt of assessed contributions continue to disturb 
the Organization. Resolution (WHA40.5) was passed concerning the 
Management of WHO's Resources, as described above, in relation to 
the work of the seventy-ninth session of the Executive Board. 

Health manpower imbalances were discussed and the Assembly 
urged that measures be taken to adjust the production of health 
manpower in order to bring the supply and distribution into line 
with expected future demand for service. 

AIDS was extensively discussed and the Assembly endorsed the 
establishment of the Special Programme on AIDS, stressed its high 
priority, and approved the global strategy prepared to combat AIDS. 

Maternal Health and Safe Motherhood, Diarrhoea1 Diseases 
Control, Leprosy, and Traditional Medicine, were also critically 
reviewed by the Assembly. 

Technical Discussions were held on 'Economic Support for 
National Health for All Strategies' and emphasized that health is a 



shared responsibility of the individual, the community and 
government, and that a collective commitment of all concerned is 
required in order to secure adequate economic support for HFA 
strategies. 

The Assembly adopted revised principles governing the 
relations between the Organization and nongovernmental organizations. 

During the Assembly, the second WHO Award for Public 
Information on Primary Health Care was made to Mr Warief Djajanto 
(Indonesia) and for Health Education in Primary Health Care to The 
Rural Unit for Health and Social Affairs (RUHSA), Vellore, India. 


