
A comparative table showing the procurement trend over the last 
decade is given below: 

PROCUREMENT FIGURES OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
AND MEDICAL LITERATURE, BY CALENDAR YEAR 

5. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

With the endorsement of the goal of health for all by the United 
Nations General Assembly as per its resolution A/RES/34/13, collabora- 
tion among the agencies of the United Nations system has increased not 
only for the mobilization of extrabudgetary resources to intensify 
the primary health care programmes but also for the identification of 
areas of appropriate collaboration in order to avoid duplication of 
efforts. Follow-up actions continued on the Meeting on Financing of 
Primary Health Care Programmes in Asia h d d  in July 1979. 

in US Dollars) 

Local Purchase 
as a percentage 

of Total 

19.89% 

24.04% 

9.37% 

10.02% 

from 1977. 

Year 

- 
1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977* 

1978 

1979 

1980 

*Local 

5.1 United Nations 

There is continuing close coordination with the Regional Representa- 
tive for Western South Asia of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees stationed in Bangkok in respect of refugees in Indonesia 
and Thailand. Procedures for the United Nations Interim Fund for 
Science and Technology for Development (IFSTD) have been finalized by 
the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Develop- 
ment (UNCSTD) and circulated to the countries in the Region. Earlier, 
in response to a request from UNDP, several countries in the Region 
had prepared and submitted project proposals for finances from the 
Fund. However, these resources being small as compared to the 
requests, no final decision on these requests has yet been taken by 
the UNDP Administrator. 
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Proposals for assistance from the Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Decade for Women have been sent to the UNDP Resident Represen- 
tatives in the countries concerned. With increased resources becoming 
available to the Fund, UNDP was asked to assist with the development 
of project proposals through its country offices and with their 
submission to the Fund. The resources of the Fund are to be utilized 
to supplement activities in the areas designated by the General 
Assembly which are designed to implement the goals of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, viz., equality, development and peace, 
priority being given to the related programmes and projects of the 
least developed, land-locked and island countries. 

The Regional Office was represented at the World Conference of the 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 
held in Copenhagen in July 1980. A Meeting on Women in Health and 
Development was held in the Regional Office on 12 and 13 December 
1980 at which Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia, Maldives, 
Mongolia, Sri Lanka and Thailand were represented. 

In pursuance of the United Nations General Assembly resolution 
~/RES/34/13, the Secretary-General, after consultations with the 
appropriate national authorities, has designated a number of UNDP 
Resident Representatives in the Region as resident coordinators of 
the United Nations system's operational activities for development. 

In April 1981 the WHO Programme Coordinator in Indonesia visited 
stricken areas in Irian Jaya, on behalf of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Organization, following an earthquake. 

5.1.1 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

As the executing agency for 35 country and inter-country UNDP-funded 
projects in the Region, the Regional Office has been maintaining 
close liaison with UNDP at different levels - at the country level 
between the WHO Programme Coordinators and the Resident Representa- 
tives, and at the regional level with the Resident Representatives as 
well as with the Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. The total 
delivery of UNDP projects in 1980 amounted to USS4.5 million. 

The Regional Office participated in two important meetings convened 
by UNDP - the Inter-governmental Meeting on Inter-country Programming 
for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in Asia and the Pacific, 
held in November 1980 at Dacca, and the Inter-governmental Meeting of 
Development Assistance Coordinators in Asia and the Pacific, which 
took place in New Delhi in February 1981. At the former meeting the 
importance of health was stressed, and a sectoral review of the 
health problems in LDCs was sent to UNDP Headquarters for presentation 
at the United Nations Conference on LDCs scheduled to take place in 
Paris in the third quarter of 1981. The latter meeting was the result 
of a year-long programming exercise and discussions between UNDP and 
the WHO Regional Offices for South-East Asia and the Western Pacific. 
Consultations also took place between SEAR0 and WPRO for the joint 
submission of regional and sub-regional health programmes to UNDP for 
the 1982-86 IPF (Indicative Planning Figure) period. 



The Regional Office collaborated with UNDP at the country level in 
the preparation of its country programmes in respect of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Maldives and Nepal, which were presented to the UNDP Govern- 
ing Council in June 1981. As a result of the changed criteria to be 
applied in determining the indicative planning figures (IPF) for the 
period 1982-86, allocations to countries are expected to be compara- 
tively higher. As a consequence, the share in the countries' IPFs for 
health and related fields is also expected to go up, with special 
emphasis on increased assistance to the LDCs. 

As a result of UNDP's becoming the focal point for the IDWSSD and its 
acceptance of WHO'S goal of health for all, collaboration with UNDP 
at all levels has become much closer, and a continuous dialogue has 
been maintained for the smooth implementation of UNDP-funded 
programmes. 

5.1.2 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

Since both WHO and UNICEF are committed to primary health care, 
contact was maintained with UNICEF to explore ways of further 
reinforcing mutual collaboration. An "in-house" UNICEF/WHO meeting 
was held in New Delhi in February 1981 which identified specific 
areas and activities from among those included in the broad concept 
of primary health care, with the aim of giving a concrete shape to 
joint efforts. WHO also participated in the UNICEF East Asia and 
Pakistan Regional staff meeting held in Bangkok in March 1981. At 
this meeting the progress of implementation of primary health care in 
various countries was reviewed with the focus on organizational 
developments, manpower aspects and community participation. 

At a high-level meeting between the Director-General of WHO and the 
Executive Director of UNICEF in New York in November 1980 the 
programme areas identified for collaboration included EPI, diarrhoea1 
disease control, essential drugs, water and sanitation, nutrition and 
child health, which are the essential components of health for all. 
In pursuance- of a directive following this meeting, regular consulta- 
tions at country level between representatives of the two agencies 
are taking place. In addition, two important meetings were held - one 
in the Regional Office in February 1981 and the other at Bangkok in 
March 1981 - to find ways and means of overcoming difficulties in 
implementing the programmes and to identify the role of each 
organization. Reciprocal briefing for new staff members of both 
organizations at regional and country levels has been agreed to and 
is to take place as a regular feature. 

5.1.3 United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) 

In 1980, the Regional Office executed 17 projects involving a total 
delivery of $2.3 million. In the implementation of these projects, 
continuous dialogue was maintained with the UNFPA Coordinators 
through the WHO Programme Coordinators in the countries concerned and 
with UNFPA Headquarters in New York. The visit of the UNFPA Coordi- 
nators in Bhutan and Thailand to New Delhi in February 1981 was 
utilized to hold discussions on some of the administrative questions 
concerning the UNFPA-funded projects being executed by WHO in these 
two countries. 



In Bangladesh, India and Indonesia the governments themselves are 
executing UNFPA projects in the health field. Nevertheless, the 
Regional Office is closely collaborating by providing technical 
assistance, when requested. In Nepal, WHO is the co-executing agency 
for four UNFPA-funded projects approved during 1980. UNFPA's approval 
was received for the continuation, though on a restricted scale, of 
the Regional Team on Family Health, which is based in New Delhi and 
Thailand and which provides appropriate technical backstopping to the 
Member countries of the Region. 

The Regional Office provided full cooperation to UNFPA by deputing 
its staff to participate in UNFPA basic needs assessment missions to 
Bhutan, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Thailand. Similar assistance was 
provided to the UNFPA Coordinator in India in the annual country 
review of the UNFPA programme. Regional Office staff also partici- 
pated in the tripartite project review in Bhutan which was carried 
out in May-June 1981. 

5.1.4 Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

As in the past, the Regional Office has maintained liaison with ESCAP 
through the WHO Programme Coordinator to Thailand assisted by a 
medical officer. WHO actively participates in ESCAP's meetings, 
seminars, etc., and their reports are regularly distributed to the 
Eastern Mediterranean and Western Pacific Regional Offices. The Asian 
and Pacific Development Institute located in Bangkok was closed down 
in July 1980 and integrated with the Asian and Pacific Development 
Centre in Kuala Lumpur. WHO also provided assistance through faculty 
and fellowships for ESCAP's Programme on Health and Society under 
the Technical Cooperation Division. 

In November 1980, ESCAP and WHO jointly organized a research seminar 
in Bangkok on the social and psychological aspects of fertility and 
family planning behaviour. 

5.1.5 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Several institutions in the Region participated in the twenty-sixth 
IAEAIWHO postal dose inter-comparison programme. The Regional Office 
distributed sets of dosimeters to the institutions and transmitted 
the reports from the institutions to IAEA through WHO Headquarters. 
Ihe Regional Office continues to collaborate closely with IAEA. The 
inter-comparative personal monitoring film badge service continued in 
a number of countries, and film badges and films were made available 
to the institutions. The radiation to which the staff in these 
institutions are exposed is being monitored. 

5.2 Specialized Agencies 

5.2.1 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

FA0 continued to be associated with a UNDP-funded project in Burma on 
the food and drug quality control laboratory. 

mere have been regular consultations with FA0 in fields of mutual 
interest. 



5.2.2 International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

Relations with the International Labour Organisation remained cordial. 
'Ihe Regional Adviser on Noncommunicable Diseases participated in a 
UNDP-sponsored preparatory mission in Burma in connexion with a 
project on the training and rehabilitation of the disabled. It is 
expected that both WHO and ILO will be executing the project. 

The WHO Programme Coordinator to Thailand represented the Organization 
at the ILO Meeting of the Designated Bodies to be part of the 'Inter- 
national Occupational Safety and Health Hazard Alert System' in the 
Asian and the Pacific Regions, held in Bangkok in December. 

A draft project proposal on the Asian Regional Research Project for 
Improving Quality of Working Life - to be implemented in Bangladesh, 
India and Sri Lanka in this region - has been circulated to the 
countries concerned before the project is started. 

5.2.3 United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

UNIDO, the associated agency for the UNDP-funded project, "Primary 
Health Support Services Programme", in Nepal, is expected to provide 
experts in the production of drugs and also procure equipment for the 
project. Continuous consultations were held with UNIDO, and two of 
its staff members visited the Regional Office in March 1981 for 
discussions. 

5.2.4 United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Collaboration with UNESCO was maintained in technical fields of 
mutual interest. The UNESCO Senior Programme Specialist in Basic 
Sciences in New Delhi visited the Regional Office for discussions on a 
draft proposal for preparatory assistance by UNDP for an inter-country 
project on the strengthening of the regional network for improving 
the species of locally available medicinal and aromatic plants and 
their use in the chemical and pharmaceutical industry. 

A technical paper on the reliability of roof-runoff for domestic 
water supply in selected areas of Indonesia, prepared by the UNESCO 
Regional Adviser for Hydrology stationed in Jakarta, has been 
circulated to the WHO sanitary engineers in the Region. 

5.2.5 World Food Programme (WFP) 

Liaison with the WFP was maintained through WHO Headquarters at the 
organizational level. At the country level, both the Regional Adviser 
on Nutrition and the WHO Programme Coordinators in the countries 
concerned were in liaison with WFP officials in respect of the various 
WPF projects. 

WHO was represented in WFP appraisal missions on transmigration 
schemes in Indonesia and the Mahaweli Ganga development programme in 
Sri Lanka, as well as in a mission on the preparation of a terminal 
report on milk marketing and dairy development in India. 



The Regional Office reviewed different proposals for assistance from 
the WPF from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

5.2.6 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

Collaboration continued with the World Bank in promoting and assisting 
the development of the water supply and sanitation sector through the 
regionalized WHO/IBRD Cooperative Programme. In addition to Bank- 
oriented activities, which included participation in water supply- 
sanitation project identification, and preparation and/or supervision 
in Bangladesh, India, and Thailand, the staff of the Cooperative 
Programme increased their involvement in sector support programme 
development and IDWSS Decade planning efforts. Among these activities 
were manpower development missions to Nepal and Thailand, health 
education project identification missions to the States of Bihar and 
Rajasthan in India and to Thailand, and assistance in developing 
IDWSS Decade national plans in Bangladesh, India and Maldives. The 
Regional Cooperative Programme staff, consisting of a sanitary 
engineer and a financial analyst, carried out 22 missions, five of 
which were joint missions with World Bank teams; three were assisted 
by WHO Headquarters staff, and two were joint missions with UNICEF. 

One WHO staff member participated in the WHO~IBRD Workshop held in 
Washington in October. The Director of the Population, Health and 
Nutrition Department of the Bank visited Sri Lanka during February. 

5.3 Asian Development Bank (AsDB) 

Relations with the Asian Development Bank continued to be close and 
cordial. Working arrangements were signed between WHO (represented by 
the Western Pacific Regional office) and the AsDB in November 1980. 

The report of the assessment/review mission to Nepal on malaria 
research and training was finalized and forwarded to AsDB. 

WHO provided staff support to the Bank's following activities: fact- 
finding mission for the Thai rural water supply, project review 
mission on the production and distribution of drugs in Indonesia, 
fact review mission on the health and population project in Thailand, 
and follow-up mission to Sri Lanka on health services. 

The Director of the Infrastructure Division of the Bank held 
discussions in the Regional Office during a visit to New Delhi. 

5.4 Bilateral and Other Agencies 

The Organization continued to maintain contacts with bilateral and 
other agencies and provided technical advice and expertise, where 
necessary, to Member countries receiving assistance on a bilateral 
basis. 

The major agencies/governments which assisted health programmes in 
the Region were: the Swedish International Development Authority 
(SIDA), the Government of the Netherlands, the Danish International 
Development Agency (DANIDA), the Canadian International Development 



Agency (CIDA), the Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation (JSIF), the 
Norwegian Agency for International Development (NORAD), and the 
Ministry of Overseas Development of the United Kingdom. 

Assistance provided by these organizations was in such fields as 
prevention of blindness, vector-borne disease control, tuberculosis, 
leprosy, malaria, water supply and cancer. 

5.5 Non-governmental Organizations in Official Relations with WHO 

Cooperation continued with the local and national agencies affiliated 
to international non-governmental organizations. As mentioned above, 
representatives of three non-governmental organizations attended the 
thirty-third session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia in 
September 1980. 

6. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

The accent during the year under review was on expanding and broaden- 
ing the base of activities for the dissemination of information to 
help motivate the community's interest and involvement in achieving 
the universal goal of health for all. Consequently, information 
material was produced and provided to a variety of users and potential 
users. 

The experiment of sending information material to the zonal offices 
of the Indian Railways for use by their sub-units, which was started 
last year, was extended to cover departments in other ministries such 
as information and broadcasting, social welfare, food and agriculture 
and defence health organizations. 

'The names of health educators in the Region were added to the mailing 
list of the newsletter "HFA/2000", and steps were taken to make the 
newsletter more reflective of WHO activities, particularly in the 
field of research development. A Regional Directory of Non-Govern- 
mental Organizations working in the health and related sectors was 
also prepared and relevant information material sent to them for 
their use and further dissemination. 

Regional Committee: The thirty-third session of the Regional Committee 
held in Male was a unique media experience, with the local radio and 
television beaming the opening and closing sessions live, and the 
newspapers giving the event wide coverage. 

World Health Day: The 1981 World Health Day theme, "Health for All by 
the Year 2000g', generated a great deal of interest in the media with 
special radio and television programmes being produced in many count- 
ries. To cope with the demand for materia1,over 9000 information kits 
were distributed. These kits consisted of articles, photographs and 
wall-charts with contributions from the Unit. A limited number of 
stickers (9000) was also produced to highlight the HFAj2000 theme. 
These sets were sent to the mass media, health education bureaux, 
social welfare agencies, educational institutions and community 
groups in the Region. 


