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WHO'S medium-term programme in research promotion and development is 
scheduled to be developed from 1980 onwards. National meetings already 
conducted in Member countries, as well as the proposed meeting of 
national research councils, will contribute to the development of WHO'S 
programme in consonance with the aspirations of Member countries. 

9. TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

During the twelve-month period 1 July 1978 - 30 June 1979, a total of 
203 assignment reports of short-term consultants and long-term staff, 
final reports on projects and reports on meetings and seminars was 
issued. The recommendations of some 15 short-term consultants were 
also edited and transmitted to governments. Some of the reports were 
brought out under special printed cover for wider distribution, 
including those on the Regional Seminar on Anti-malaria Operations, 
held in Bombay and Aurangabad (India); the Workshop on the Development 
and Strengthening of Mental Health Programmes, New Delhi (issued as 
part of the series "Mental Health in South-East Asia"), the Seminar on 
a Strategy for Restoring Sight to the Curably Blind, New Delhi (brought 
out under the series "Eye Health in South-East Asia"), and a workshop 
on the promotion of family health,held in New Delhi in August 1978. 

The book "A Decade of Health Development in South-East Asia, 1968-1977," 
describing the work of WHO in the last ten years in the context of the 
Organization's thirty years of activity in the Region, was brought out 
and distributed widely both within and outside South-East Asia. "The 
Eradication of Smallpox from India" was also published and was included 
in the WHO Headquarters Series,"History of International Public ~ealth". 
Regional publications under preparation during the year include: 
"Research on the Development of Appropriate Technology for theImprovement 
of Environmental Health at the Village Level," "Manual for the Management 
of Acute Malaria with Special Reference to P. faZcipamm and Drug 
Resistance" and a revised and illustrated edition of "A Guide to the 
Care of the Low Birth-Weight Infant". A booklet entitled "Care of the 
Mentally I11 in the Community" was prepared for pre-testing before 
publication. 

In addition to the reports and publications mentioned above, wide 
distribution was given to a number of other documents. The report and 
minutes of the thirty-first session of the Regional Committee and the 
report of the technical discussionson"Expanded Programme on Immunization" 
held during the session were, as usual, edited and issued with a printed 
cover. A "Supplement to the Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of 
the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia" was brought out, 
incorporating the resolutions adopted at the twenty-ninth, thirtieth 
and thirty-first sessions. 

Documentation and reference services were provided during meetings 
organized by WHO, including the Regional Committee, and requests for 
documents were complied with, as usual. 
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Sales 

The total sales during 1978 amounted to USS57 389*, of which subscrip- 
tions accounted for US$31 186, single copy orders, sales over the 
counter and receipts on behalf of Headquarters against proforma invoices 
accounted for US$25 970, and low-priced Regional Office publications 
accounted for US$4233. 

Compared with the 1977 sales figure of US$47 352, there was an 
appreciable increase (about 21%) some of which could, of course, be 
attributed to the upward revision of the rates of exchange. 

The sales during January-June 1979 amounted to US$49 684. 

As stated earlier, two more publications were brought out in the South- 
East Asia series; three other publications in this series werereprinted. 

A very popular low-priced SEAR0 publication, Notes for the  Practising 
Midwife, which has been revised twice and reprinted several times, is 
being reprinted again. 

Exhibitions and Displays 

On behalf of WHO Headquarters, the Regional Office participated in the 
United Nations Book Exhibition, which was held in New Delhi in December. 
Publicity material on WHO publications was distributed to several 
hundred persons who visited the WHO stall. Three other book exhibitions 
were arranged: (1) at the National Institute of Health and Family 
Welfare, New Delhi (5 October) for the participants in the Institute's 
XV Staff College Course; (2) at the Government of IndiaIWHO Workshop 
on International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, 1981-1990, 
held in New Delhi (8 November), and (3) at the Institute of Management 
Studies, New Delhi (15 March), for the participants attending a course 
in hospital administration. 

In addition, selected books were displayed in World Health House during 
meetings, conferences, seminars and workshops held during the year. 
Also, visiting groups of nursing students, health educators, etc., were 
briefed on WHO publications and their availability at concessional rates. 

*All figures relating to sales are based on the net amount shown in the 
invoices, inmostofwhicha 50% discount (40%inrespect of subscriptions) 
and, in some cases, an additional 10% trade discount have been allowed. 
Therefore,the commercial value of the publications sold should be taken 
tobe approximately double the figures given. 


