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November, and a "training course on information storage and retrieval in 
health and family welfare and population" organized in New Delhi by the 
National Institute of Health and Family Welfare in FebruaryIMarch. 

A "Directory of some computer retrieval systems in biomedical and allied 
fields in the United States of America" was compiled, published and 
widely distributed. This directory contains information on availability, 
sources and cost of retrieval systems, for use by libraries in the 
Region. 

8. RESEARCH PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

The Regional Research Programme, which was initiated in 1976, has been 
recording steady progress. Action is under way in all the priority 
areas for research identified by the Regional Advisory Committee on 
Medical Research (RACMR) and its study groups. In order to implement 
the research programme, the research unit of the Regional Office has 
been strengthened with the addition of three staff, two of whom are 
assigned under the two WHO Special Programmes on Tropical Diseases and 
Human Reproduction and are specifically responsible for implementing 
the activities of these special programmes in the South-East Asia Region. 

The Regional Committee is annually apprised of the research programme 
and its guidance is obtained. At the thirty-first session held in 1978, 
the Committee discussed the detailed research budget and made construc- 
tive alterations in the various components of the research programme. 
These revisions have been included in the proposed inter-country budget 
for 198011981. 

It was only in 1978 that specific funds for research were made available 
in accordance with the recommendations made by the Regional Committee 
at its twenty-ninth session. The earlier research activities, during 
1976 and 1977, had been supported out of savings and through the 
Regional Director's Development Fund. 

A Research Development Committee (RDC) has been set up in the Regional 
Office for the overall coordination of research promotion. Since the 
beginning of the programme,47 research projects have been supported by 
the Regional Office up to May 1979. 

The research programme on filariasis is being developed in close 
collaboration with the WHO Regional Officeforthe Western Pacific (WPRO). 
Scientists from this region participated in a meeting on Brugian 
filariasis organized by WPRO in mid-1979. A meeting on Bancroftian 
filariasis organized by the Regional Office is scheduled to be held 
later in 1979. 

During the year under review special efforts were made to initiate and 
develop research programmes in three important areas - diarrhoea1 
diseases, nutrition and the control of human fertility. 
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The regional diarrhoea1 diseases research programme is being developed 
through national and inter-country meetings as an upward synthesis of 
national programmes with a further upward synthesis into a global 
programme. The Regional Office has provided support to a few research 
studies submitted so far and further proposals are being prepared with 
the technical collaboration of the Regional Office. 

Malnutrition has been recognized as one of the world's major health 
problems, and it poses a particularly grave challenge to the countries 
of this region. Steps for the formulation of a comprehensive research- 
cum-action programme in nutrition for this region as a part of the 
global programme have been initiated. The programme was finalized at 
an inter-country meeting held in June 1979. 

A research study group on the control of human fertility met early in 
1979. The participants included scientists, policymakers and 
administrators who are responsible for the application of existing 
and emerging knowledge. The meeting focused on the research needs for 
the improvement of service programmes and identified research areas 
of regional and national interest. Research activities in this field 
will be promoted in Member countries in close collaboration with the 
WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Human Reproduction. 

In the South-East Asia Region, there were 27 WHO Collaborating Centres 
as of the end of 1978. The procedures for the designation of 
collaborating centres have been decentralized and the Regional Office 
is currently working towards the establishment of a network of 
collaborating centres in the Region geared to the regional and national 
research requirements. 

Through research training grants as well as grants to visiting scientists, 
the Regional Office has promoted the development of manpower in specific 
areas of research of national and regional priority. This training 
programme supplements the existing fellowship programme. In order to 
build up national capability on a long-term basis, training in research 
methods for young post-graduates has been initiated. One course has 
already been conducted in Sri Lanka and further courses are planned in 
other countries. In addition, courses tailored to the specific needs of 
the higher categories of research scientists have been held and further 
courses are planned. 

In response to the resolutions of the World Health Assembly for increased 
involvement of medical research councils and analogous bodies, a meeting 
of heads of medical research councils in the Region is to be held towards 
the end of 1979 or early 1980. The meeting will promote the establish- 
ment of a network of these councils in the Region for the promotion of 
TCDC in addition to the valuable contribution they are making in their 
own countries. It is felt that these councils would be an ideal focal 
point for collaboration with WHO as far as the research promotion 
programme is concerned, subject to the agreement of the respective 
governments. 



SEA/RC32/2 
Page 93 

WHO'S medium-term programme in research promotion and development is 
scheduled to be developed from 1980 onwards. National meetings already 
conducted in Member countries, as well as the proposed meeting of 
national research councils, will contribute to the development of WHO'S 
programme in consonance with the aspirations of Member countries. 

9. TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

During the twelve-month period 1 July 1978 - 30 June 1979, a total of 
203 assignment reports of short-term consultants and long-term staff, 
final reports on projects and reports on meetings and seminars was 
issued. The recommendations of some 15 short-term consultants were 
also edited and transmitted to governments. Some of the reports were 
brought out under special printed cover for wider distribution, 
including those on the Regional Seminar on Anti-malaria Operations, 
held in Bombay and Aurangabad (India); the Workshop on the Development 
and Strengthening of Mental Health Programmes, New Delhi (issued as 
part of the series "Mental Health in South-East Asia"), the Seminar on 
a Strategy for Restoring Sight to the Curably Blind, New Delhi (brought 
out under the series "Eye Health in South-East Asia"), and a workshop 
on the promotion of family health,held in New Delhi in August 1978. 

The book "A Decade of Health Development in South-East Asia, 1968-1977," 
describing the work of WHO in the last ten years in the context of the 
Organization's thirty years of activity in the Region, was brought out 
and distributed widely both within and outside South-East Asia. "The 
Eradication of Smallpox from India" was also published and was included 
in the WHO Headquarters Series,"History of International Public ~ealth". 
Regional publications under preparation during the year include: 
"Research on the Development of Appropriate Technology for theImprovement 
of Environmental Health at the Village Level," "Manual for the Management 
of Acute Malaria with Special Reference to P. faZcipamm and Drug 
Resistance" and a revised and illustrated edition of "A Guide to the 
Care of the Low Birth-Weight Infant". A booklet entitled "Care of the 
Mentally I11 in the Community" was prepared for pre-testing before 
publication. 

In addition to the reports and publications mentioned above, wide 
distribution was given to a number of other documents. The report and 
minutes of the thirty-first session of the Regional Committee and the 
report of the technical discussionson"Expanded Programme on Immunization" 
held during the session were, as usual, edited and issued with a printed 
cover. A "Supplement to the Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of 
the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia" was brought out, 
incorporating the resolutions adopted at the twenty-ninth, thirtieth 
and thirty-first sessions. 

Documentation and reference services were provided during meetings 
organized by WHO, including the Regional Committee, and requests for 
documents were complied with, as usual. 


