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4. PROCUREIENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

During the period 1 July 1978 - 30 June 1979, procurement action was 
taken for supplies and equipment and medical literature amounting to 
US$9 840 488. 

(a) Supplies and equipment USS9 586 250 

These consisted of laboratory items, hospital supplies, 
X-ray equipment, environmental supplies, material for 
teaching programmes, drugs, vaccines, biologicals, 
pesticides and spraying equipment, vehicles, and 
administrative supplies. The figure includes purchases 
under extra-budgetary fundsandvoluntary contributions 
amountingtomore than US$3 500 000. For example, under 
funds received fromthe Swedish International Develop- 
ment Authority, X-ray diagnostic units, spare parts 
and films, spraying equipment, supplies and vehicles 
were purchased for the National Tuberculosis and 
Malaria Eradication Programmes in India. 

(b) Medical literature 

Where possible, having regard to prices and quality, purchases were made 
within the Region in accordance with the principle of technical coopera- 
tion among developing countries. The total amount spent on such 
purchases was US$2 983 269 for supplies and equipment and US$86 761 for 
literature. 

Emergency Supplies from the Regular Budget 

The following emergency supplieswere procuredat the request of governments: 

Bangladesh .. 4000 packs of 50 sheets of X-ray films (procured 
from India) and anti-venom snake serum and yellow 
fever vaccine. 

Burma .. For assistance to refugees, 2500 litres of Ringer's 
lactate solution with giving sets and 5000 oral 
rehydration sachets. 

India .. For flood relief, 2 million doses each of cholera 
and TAB vaccines. The Government of the 
Philippines donated, through WHO, 1 300 000 doses 
of this cholera vaccine. 

To assist in the control of an outbreak of 
Japanese B encephalitis, 20 000 doses of vaccine, 
spraying machines and accessories. 

Nepal .. For the Japanese B encephalitis containment 
programme, spraying machines and malathion. 
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Sri Lanka .. To assist in the relief programme following a 
cyclone, 300 000 doses on TAB vaccine, 2 000 000 
tablets of Furoxone and 7000 oral rehydration 
sachets. 

Thailand .. For flood relief, anti-venom snake serum. 

Non-emergency Purchases on a Reimbursable Basis 

Purchases amounting to US$87 230 were made as follows: 

Bangladesh .. Laboratory equipment, microtome and accessories, 
microscopes, chemicals and reagents, thiopental 
sodium injections; 800 doses of yellow fever 
vaccine,and 200 dosesof anti-venom snake serum. 

Nepal .. Vehicles and anti-rabies and yellow fever 
vaccines;20metric tons of bleaching powder. 

Revolving Fund 

During the period under review, purchase authorizations in respect of 
requests amounting to US$83 949 were raised. Ten requests are being 
processed. 

5. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Collaboration and coordination with the United Nations and various 
multilateral and bilateral organizations have continued during the year 
with concerted efforts to mobilize necessary extrabudgetary resources 
for the development of the health sector. Efforts were also made to 
harmonize the Organization's programme with those of other organizations 
in the context of various social issues directly related to the improve- 
ment of the state of health of the people of the Region. As a result of 
intensive coordination it was possible to increase the extrabudgetary 
resources for the 1978 fiscal year to USS19.6 million. For 1979 such 
funds committed to the technical cooperation programmes executed by the 
Regional Office were further increased to USS23.1 million. The figures 
indicate the increasing significance of extrabudgetary resources in 
WHO'S development programmes for the health and related sectors in the 
Region. In furtherance of the Organization's role in maintaining and 
increasing the momentum of technical cooperation in the field of health, 
the Regional Office is organizing a Meeting on the Financing of Primary 
Health Care Programmes in Asia, scheduled to take place in July. 

5.1 United Nations and Its Associated Orpanizations 

The main avenues of collaboration have been the generation of technical 
cooperation among developing countries, the application of science and 
technology for development, integrated rural development and the 
promotion of activities as called for by United Nations resolutions on 


