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would be useful to the latter in a preliminary assessment of the health 
situation. Data in respect of Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand 
have been given so far. 

A joint Regional Office/ADB Mission reviewed the family planning 
programme in Nepal in order to identify problems in respect of the 
service infrastructure and the storage and distribution of contra- 
ceptives and medical supplies, including the warehousing system. 
ADB is also considering a project for the improvement of communications 
in Maldives which might help solve problems of delivering health care. 

5.4 Bilateral and Other Agencies 

WHO was involved in providing technical assistancetothevarious projects 
being financed by the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA), 
the Norwegian Agency for International Development (NORAD), the Swedish 
International Development Authority (SIDA), the Danish "Save the 
Children" Fund and the "Scouts Help" Organization, and the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA). 

Consultations were held with representatives of the Ministry of Overseas 
Development of the United Kingdom concerning a request from the 
Government of India to the UK for assistance in the field of family 
planning. 

A team headed by the United States Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
International Health in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
visited the Regional Office for discussions and exchange of views on 
primary health care. 

5.5 Non-governmental Organizations in Official Relations with WHO 

National organizations in the different countries of the Region which 
are affiliated to the international non-governmental organizations 
continued appropriate liaison with the offices of the WHO Programme 
Coordinators and the staff of the Regional Office. The Organization was 
represented at a number of meetings called by these organizations. 

6. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

During the year efforts to enlarge and enhance the scope of information 
activities met with an encouraging response. As a result, information 
material, including films on WHO and its activities in South-East Asia, 
was provided to a greater number of schools, colleges, polytechnics, 
institutes and voluntary agencies. Material was also sent to language 
periodicals and publications, as well as radio and television networks. 

The accent has been on primary health care and all efforts are aimed at 
encouraging the media to take greater interest in this subject. 
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The problem of malaria in the Region and the steps being takento contain 
it received substantial coverage in the media. The Regional Director 
recorded interviews for special programmes on malaria relayed by radio 
and TV. 

Regional Conunittee: In view of the time involved in transmitting press 
releases from Ulan Bator, Mongolia, where the thirty-first session of 
the Regional Committee was held, an advance press release was prepared. 
This was released simultaneously in all countries of the Region on the 
opening day of the meeting, and received wide coverage. Press releases 
were also issued during the meeting, highlighting the salient points of 
the proceedings. 

World Health Day: In keeping with the International Year of the Child, 
the slogan "A healthy child, a sure future", was chosen by WHO as the 
theme for World Health Day, 1979. 

An article contributed by the Regional Office on "the birth of a child" 
in an area covered under the primary health care programme in India was 
included in the set of articles distributed worldwide by WHO Headquarters 
for World Health Day. 

The Regional Director recorded a talk in English for All India Radio 
which was translated into different languages and beamed to listeners 
in South-East Asia, Africa and West Asia. His message was telecast 
on the satellite television network in India. 

In many countries of the Region, the central and provincial health 
authorities organized symposia, seminars and exhibitions to highlight 
the theme. 

The Regional Office distributed 7000 packets of information material, 
including articles, posters, wall charts and photographs, to medical 
and health associations, social welfare agencies, educational 
institutions and the mass media. Several periodicals used the World 
Health Day theme for cover stories. 

A limited number of stickers displaying the World Health Day slogan and 
the WHO and IYC logos were also distributed in the Region. 

Group Educational A c t i v i t i e s :  Arrangements were made for press and 
radio coverage of the several group educational activities organized by 
the Regional Office during the year. Press releases were issued and 
facilities providedto national and international media representatives 
to interview Regional Office and other WHO staff. The topics that 
received the widest coverage included blindness, malaria, traditional 
medicine, drugs, encephalitis and nutrition. 

The WHO Chronicle carried several write-ups based on reports and 
proceedings of various group educational activities organized in the 
Regional Office. 
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Cooperation w i t h  United Nations Agencies: As a prelude to the Inter- 
national Conference on Primary Health Care at Alma-Ata in September 
1978, a joint WHOIUNICEF Media Workshop on Primary Health Care was held 
in New Delhi in August. Over 25 participants and 12 observers from 
news media, radio and television were invited. The main objective of 
the worbhop was to create in the media an awareness of and interest in 
the concept of PHC and thereby mobilize public opinion for and partici- 
pation in this important public health programme. 

The Regional Office continued to contribute material to the United 
Nations Weekly Newsletter produced by the United Nations Information 
Centre in New Delhi and for their monthly Supplement. The Supplement 
covers activities of the various United Nations agencies in India and 
is distributed to opinion leaders, media representatives, educational 
institutions and libraries. The Regional Office also participated in 
a workshop for senior journalists organized by the United Nations 
Information Centre at which the role and work of WHO in the Region was 
explained. 

At the request of WHO Iieadquarters, write-ups and reports were obtained 
from some countries in the Region describing the role of health in the 
rural development process. These will be released as features by WHO to 
coincide with FAO's World Conference on Agrarian Reforms and Rural 
Development, to be held in Rome in July 1979. 

Photographs a d  F i h :  The photo library in the Regional Office is 
supplying photographs regularly to free-lance writers and to newspapers 
and periodicals to illustrate articles. The Delhi Television Station 
telecasts WHO films regularly in its fortnightly health and general 
information programmes, which are viewed by more than 200 000 people. 

Vilisitors: Over 500 health educators, nursing students and medical 
officers visited the Regional Office and were briefed on the 
Organization's aims, objectives and activities. 


