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1. THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee held its twenty-first session in World Health 
House, New Delhi, from 17 to 23 September 1968. Represenatives of Afghanistan, 
Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal and Thailand attended the 
session. The United Nations, the United Nations Development Programme, 
UNICEF, FAO, and eleven non-governmental organizations in official relation 
with WHO were represented, and an observer from the Ford Foundation also 
attended, The Director-General was represented by an Assistant Director-General. 

The Regional Committee set aside the first half day for the celebration 
of the twentieth anniversary of WHO, an anniversary which coincided with the 
twentieth anniversary of the Regional Organization for South-East Asia. The 
commemorative session was inaugurated by His Excellency the late Dr Zakir 
Husain, President of the Republic of India; other spmkers included Mr S a w a p l  
Sinha, Minister of Health, Family Planning and Urban Development of the 
Government of India, Dr Bernard, Assistant Circctor General a t  Headquarters, 
and the Regional Director. A number of messages were received. Copies of the 
"The World Health Organization - Twenty Years in South-East Asia (1948-1967)", 
a publication issued by the Regional Office, were presented to participants. 

The session itself was declared open by the retiring Chairman, 
Dr (Mrs) D. Tumendelger (Niongolia). Dr P. K. Duraiswami, Director-Cieneral 
of Health Services, Government of India, was elected Chairman and Dr P. K. 
Ratnasingham, Deputy Director of Health Services (PHs) Ceyloii, Vice-Chairman. 

During the discussion on the annual report of the Regional Director, 
the Committee noted the changing trends in WHO'S work in the Region, from the 
original pattern of prolonged assistance to single-purpose programmes for the 
control of communicable diseases towards efforts to merge such programmes into 
strengthened general health services, and to provide ad&e by assigning more 
short-term experts. The need to Liprove education and training in  qW'Jty 
and quality was recognized, and the increased assistance to group-training 
activities welcomed. 

The Committee noted with concern the regression in some malaria 
eradication programmes. It expressed satisfaction at the increasing tempo 
of WHO'S assistance to national smallpox eradication, and recognized that in 
both malaria and smallpox programmes the development of an adequate health 
infrastructure was the most important requisite for achieving eradication, It 
therefore urged governments to give higher priority to the strengthening of their 
general health services and to the provision of adequate administrative and 
financial support to programmes for eradication o r  control of communicable 
diseases. 

Subjects discussed covered other communicable diseases (including 
measures for combating preventable diarrhoea1 diseases) and related subjects 
such a s  vaccine production, health laboratory services, statistics, the need 
for better training in epidemiology and the importance of national and regional 
surveillance programmes. 
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On the quality control of pharmaceutical and biological products, the 
Committee emphasized the necessity for VlHO's continued assistance in 
establishing regional or national control services. 

The technical discussions on "National health planning as part of national 
economic development plans" aroused much interest. The conclusions and 
recommendations of these discussions, which this year took the form of a seminar, 
related mainly to the pre-planning stage of the national health planning process, 
the relationship of the health plan to the overall socio-economic plan, the necessity 
of setting up health planning units within ministries of health, the staffing of such 
units, the methodology of health planning, training programmes for the staff 
concerned, and manpower studies. 

"Training of paramedical personnel in health centres" was selected as 
the subject for the technical discussions in 1969. 

The Committee approved the proposed programme and budget estimates 
for the Region for 1970 for transmission to the Director-General. 

Various resolutions of regional interest adopted by the Health Assembly 
and Executive Board were noted and discussed. The Committee confirmed its 
wish to adhere to its practice of meeting in the Regional Office in alternate years 
and its opinion that, for the sessions held elsewhere, host governments should 
continue to be asked to pay only the local costs inourred. 

The Committee decided that its 1970 session would be held in New Delhi, 
and accepted the invitation of the Burmese Government to hold the twenty-fourth 
session, in 1971, in Burma. 

2. ADMINISTRATION 

2.1 General 

During the year, the Regional Director paid official visits to varioug 
government authorities in Afghanistan, Ceylon, Indonesia, Maldives and several 
States in India. After attending the Executive Board's session in Geneva, in 
February 1969, he visited the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
in Alexandria, to familiarize himself with the procedures of that region. In May, 
on the invitation of the USSR Government, he, together with the Regional Director 
of the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, visited $e Soviet Union to see health 
work in that country, 

The Director of Health Services in the Regional Office reviewed the 
WHO-assisted programmes in Indonesia. He attended a meeting of UNDP Resident 
Representatives for Asia and Far East, held in Nmila, at which UNDP Technical 
Assistance and Special Fund projects were discussed, and was  a member of the 
group from the Regional Office which took part in an orientation course on family 
planning held in New York and elsewhere (see section 2.4). 

The Chief, Office of Administration and Finance, and the Administrative 
Services Officer visited Nepal in February 1969 in connection with arrangements 
for the twenty-second session of the Regional Committee. 


