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An epidemic of gastro-enteritis was also reported from Nepal, and 
300 000 doses of cholera vaccine from the USSR were immediately suppli~d; 
also, 8 000 capsules of tetracycline were procured locally from Wlhi and sent 
to Kathmandu. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

4.1 United Nations 

Co-operation with the United Nations continued to be very close during 
the year. Attendance a t  various inter-agency meetings was conducive to further- 
ing this collaboration. The twenty-first session of the Regional Committee also 
helped to bring about closer contacts with the United Nations and its related 
specialized agencies. Opportunity was taken of a visit to New Delhi of the Under 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to explore avenues of assistance to 
country health programmes and, notably, World Bank collaboration in different 
national water suppIy schemes. 

Within the mandate given by the World Health Assembly, co-operation was 
maintained with the United Nations in the field of family planning. The Regional 
Office co-operated with the United Nations Family Planning Mission which visited 
India, and advice was given on the health aspects of this programme as well as 
those relating to maternal and child welfare. 

4.1.1 United Nations Development Programme IUNDP) 

Assistance was rendered to UNDP staff during the course of their visits 
to various WHO-assisted projects. 

Continuous consultations with the Resident Representatives of the UNDP 
by the WHO Representatives in the different countries, a$ well as by WHO 
Regional Office staff, helped in formulating gov.ermentst requests for new 
programmes for 1969-1970 to be financed out of UNDP funds. Contacts were also 
maintained concerning proposed UNDPJSF assistance in the fields d quality 
control of drugs and repairs to electro-medical equipment in Jndia, water 
supplies and local production of DDT in several countries of the Region and uf 
Brucella vaccine in Mongolia. 

The Regional Office was represented at the Regional Meetlng of the UNDP 
Resident Representatives in Asia and the Far East, which was held in Manila in 
February. 

Discussions were held in New Delhi with the UNDP Protein Mission 
to India. 
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The visit of the Director, Bureau of P l u g ,  UNDPHeadquarkrs, to 
the Regional Office in March led to a useful review of UNDP/WHO collaboration 
in health programmes under both the TA and SF sectors. Discussions were also 
held with the Deputy Administrator and Assistant Administrator of the 
Programme when they passed through New Delhi on their way to Manila to attend 
the meeting mentioned above. 

4.1.2 Economic C o m m i ~ i o n  for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) 

WHO participated in several meetings organized by ECAFE, including its 
24th Session, held in Singapore in April, and the Fourth Meeting of the Asian 
Regional Group of the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and 
Technology to Development, which took place in Bangkok in August 1968. 

Close collaboration was maintained with the Asian Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning, Bangkok, in the field of health planning. WHO continued 
to be represented on the teaching faculty of the Institute. A staff member of the 
Institute assisted with the technical discussions on national health planning held 
during the twenty-first session of the Regional Committee. The Institute also lent 
one of its economists for the WHO-sponsored group discussions on national health 
planning, in March 1969. Preliminary discussions were held with the Institute 
on the f i r s t  course in national health planning scheduled for November 1969. 

Contact was maintained with the Asian Development Bank with regard to 
its potential role in the health field. 

4.1.3 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

Stress is being laid on even closer co-operation with UNICEF in order to 
attract a still greater percentage of UNICEF partxipation in health programmes. 
The UNICEF Executive Board meeting held in May highlighted this need, at the 
same time providing an opportunity for discussions on projects jointly assisted 
by the two organizations. 

Regular contacts were maintained with the UNICEF Regional Offices in 
New Delhi and Bangkok, as also with individual country offices, on projects jointly 
assisted by WHO and UNICEF. 

The WHO Chief Medical Adviser to UNICEF in New York attended the 
UNICEF regional meeting held in Bangkok. WHO also participated as an observer 
in the UNICEF country representatives' met ing  held in New Delhi in October 1968. 

WHO assisted the International Children's Centre, Paris, in holding a 
seminar on paediatric education in India. Similar assistance was given to the 
Centre in organizing a seminar on tuberculosis in Afghanistan. For both meetings, 
WHO fellowships were awarded to participants from the aountries of this region. 
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4.1.4 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEAl 

Close liaison has been continued with the IAEA 3egional Office in Bangkok 
through the WHO Medical Officer attached to the inter-regional project "Assistance 
to National Radiation Health Programmes" and the WHO Representative to 
Thailand. 

WHO co-sponsored with IAEA an inter-regional "Seminar for Asia and 
the Far East ofi Radiation Protection Monitoring7', which was held in Bombay in 
December 1968, The WHO Representatives in Burma, Indonesia arid Thailand 
gave assistance to the IAEA Travelling Seminar on Food Irradiation, which 
visited these three countries. 

The visit of an IAEA official in connection with the location'of a nuclear 
power plant in Thailand provided an opportunity for further contacts, 

The principal aim of consultation continued to be the avoidance of 
possible duplication in both organizations' programmes of assistance. 

4.1.5 United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) 

The WHO Representative to Thailand participated in the UNITAR Seminar 
on Techniques and Procedures of United Nations Technical Assistawe, held in 
Bangkok in March 1969. 

4.1.6 World Food Promamme (WFQ 

WHO has co-operated with the World Food Programme in connection with 
a special feeding project for pre-school children and pregnant and lactating mothers 
in Ceylon. Technical advice was also given on the healtl- aspects of other different 
WFP-sponsored programmes. WFP assistance in the fields of water supply, 
improvement of hospital facilities and malaria eradication programmes in Nepal, 
India and Ceylon, respectively, was explored during the visit of a WHO Headquarters 
consultant and the WHO Liaison Officer to the programme in October 1968 (for 
details, see section 6.6, "Nutrition"). 

4.2 Specialized Agencies 

4.2.1 Food and Agriculture Oripnkzation (FAO) 

Applied nutrition programmes in various countries of the Region again 
provided specific fields of co-operation with FAO. 

WHO also gave technical advice on the health aspects of FAO-assisted 
irrigation projects, inclding advice on environmental sanitation aspects of the 
FAO-assisted Trisuli Watershed Development Project in Nepal. 
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4.2.2 Unitdd Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
' Or~anization (UNESCO) 

Collaboration with UNESCO continued generally and in particular on the 
project "Experimental World Literacy Programme" in Nepal and the experimental 
programme in Ceylon for the creation and development of a national network of 
institutions for the education of out-of-school youth. 

WHO took part in the UNESCO-sponsored Conference on the Application 
of Science and techno log^ to Development in Asia (CASTASIA), held in New Delhi 
in August 1968. 

Advice was given to the UNESCO Representative in Nepal at both the 
country and Regional Office levels concerning the UNDP literacy project in that 
country. 

4.2.3 International Labour Organization (LO) 

During the year, the Regional Adviser of ILO visited the Regional Office, 
where fruitful discussions were held regarding fields of mutual interest and on 
avoiding duplication of efforts, especially in the field of occupational health. The 
World Health Day theme for 1969, "Health Labour and Productivity", chosen by 
WHO in honour of the Fiftieth Anniversary of E O ,  provided an occasion for 
strengthening collaboration. 

4.2.4 World Bank 

WHO staff in Ceylon and in the Regional Office assisted the Government of 
Ceylon in negotiations with the World Bank on the Bank's assistance to water supply 
and sewerage schemes in the south-west coastal areas of Ceylon. 

4.3 Non-Governmental Organizations in Relation with WHO 

The President of the International Society for Rehabilitation of the Disabled, 
who paid a visit to New Delhi during the third quarter of 1968, was assisted in his 
discussions with the Government of India for effecting stronger co-operation and 
liaison with the International Society. WHO staff also participated in the Sixth 
Meeting of the Eastern Region of the International Union Against Tuberculosis, held 
in Kuala Lumpur in November 1968. 

As for co-operation with national o r  regional affiliates of the international 
non-governmental organizations, WHO was represented at the Sixth National 
Conference of the Indian Academy of Paediatrics, held in Lucknow in February 1969, 
and was actively associated with the holding of a seminar on pediatric education 
sponsored by the Academy. It was represented at  the Third World Conference on 
General f iactice,  sponsored by the Indian Medical Association and held in New 
Delhi in November 1968. The Regional Office took an active part in the Regional 
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Family Planning Conference sponsored by the Indonesian Planned Parenthood 
Association and the International Planned Parenthood Federation, held in Bandung. 
It was represented a t  the International Seminar on Maternal Mortality, Fpmily 
Planning and Reproduction, jointly sponsored by the International Federation of 
Gynaecology and Obstetrics and the Peaeration of Obstetrics and Gynaecological 
Societies in India (see also section 6.2). Regional Office staff continued to 
maintain close relations with other organizations such a s  the Trained Nurses 
Association of India, the Indian Association for the Advancement of Medical 
Education, the Nepal Medical Association, the Mian Medical Association, Hind 
Kusht Nivaran Sangh (the Indian Leprosy Relief Association), the Indian Public 
Health Association, the Indian Dental Association, and the Indian Federation of 
United Nations Associations; various conferences organized by these organizations 
were attended and assisted by WHO staff. The WHO Wison  Officer in Mongolia 
participated in the thirtieth anniversary celebrations of the Mongolian Red'Cross 
Society, to which a message of goodwill was sent by the Regional Director. 

4.4 Inter-governmental and Bilateral Agencies 

4.4.1 Colombo Plan 

Close co-operation was, as usual, maintained with the Colombo Plan in 
connection with the award of fellowships (see section 7.2), and with particular 
reference to the assistance in radiation protection being given by New Z e a h d  to 
Thailand (see also Thailand 0067 in Par t  m). 

Co-operation with USAm continued, especially in work on malaria. 
Preparations in connection with the proposed "International Conference on 
Community Water Supply", to be held in India in the latter half of 1969 with help 
from USAID, provided an opportunity for mutual collaboration. Discussions were 
held with USAIDofficials on assistance to governments in family p 'hning and 
health education. Co-operation in malaria programmes continued. 

4.4.3 Others 

Advice and assistance were given to the Government of Ceylon on the use 
of supplies and equipment provided by the Federal Republic of Germany in 
connection with the malaria eradication programme. 

During the visit of a Japanese investigation team to Nepal in March, the 
WHO Representative to that country held technical discussions with the team on 
the nature of assistance to be prwided by Japan in the health field. 

Suggestions for possible Swiss co-operation and assistance in the field of 
health to the countries of the Region were submitted through WHO Headquarters. 

The WHO Representative to Indonesia gave advice to CARE in their 
programme in the fields of school health, family planning, immunization, nutrition 
education and general hospital care. Collaboration with CARE was also 
maintained ia Afghanistan in the field of nursing. 
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4.5 National and Other Azencies 

As usual, a very large number of meetings of national g4vernmental and 
voluntary agencies was attended by various V l X 0  staff members. These included, 
for example, the annual meetings of the Expert Groups/hdvisory Committees of 
the Indian Council of Medical Research, held in Nwember-December 1968 in 
New Delhi. 

In the field of leprosy, co-operation was maintained with the Danish 
stsave the Childrens' Organization, as also with Emmaus Suisse, the Order of Malta 
and tho Deutches Hllfswerk f u r  Aussatzigen. These organizations participated in 
the WHO-assisted leprosy seminar held in Nepal in March. 

An important meeting organized during the year was the Asian Regional 
Conference of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching 
Profession, which was held in Indonesia in April 1969 and was attended by the 
WHO Representative in that country. 

5. PUBLIC JNFORMATIDN 

The information media th rou~h which the Orgaaization attempts to reach 
the public have essentially remained the same through the years, namely: press, 
publicztions, radio and televisicn, films, lecturcn and exhibits. Efforts nn: 
concentrated on increasing the output to these media and are directed towards 
stimulating them to producc materfal of their own on matters pertaining to health 
and the World Health Organization. The Regional Office not only has acted as the 
disseminator, within the Region, of information received from WHO Headquarters 
but also has made information on the Region available to Headquarters and, 
through Headquarters, to the other countries in the world. Towards this end, 
a number of activities werc undertaken during the year, 

Press - 
The twenty-first session of the Regional Committee in September 1968, 

(coinciding with WH3's Twentieth Anniversary), United Nations Day 1968 and 
World Health Day 1969 prwided excellent opportunities for transmitting valuable 
information to the press, not only by means of the printed word but also in the 
form of photographs. The Regional Committee alone accounted for ten out of a 
total cd about fifty press releases put out during the period under review. World 
Health Day material on the theme "Health, Iabour and Productivity" was 
distributed not only in English as received from WHO Headquarters but also in 
a Hindi translation prepared under the auspices of the Regional Office. The 
response of the press was gratifying. 

Other press releases covered various educational meetings held in the 
Regional Office in New Delhi and in different countries of the Region. A series of 
releases on WHO-supported training facilities was issued during 1968&69. Press 
notes covered appointments of WHO Representatives and otl~er events. Features 
in Eindi were also issued on a regular matllly basis. 


