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1. REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The nineteenth session of the Regional Committee was held in the Regional 
Office in New Delhi from 27 September to 3 October 1966. It was attended by 
representatives from eight of the nine Member Countries; the Maldive Islands were 
not represented. Representatives oi the United Nations and the United Nations 
Development Programme, UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO, and nine non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO, a s  well a s  observers from the Ford 
and Rockefeller Foundations were also present. 

The session was inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India, Mrs Jndira Gandhi, 
and the Union Minister of Health and Family Planning, h Sushila Nayar , aLso 
addressed the opening meeting. 

Dr Marsaid Soesilo Sastrodihardjo of Indonesia was elected Chairman, and 
Dr Lun Wai  of Burma, Vice-chairman. 

The Committee reviewed the Regional Director's Eighteenth Annual Report 
on WHO'S activities in the Region covering the period 1 August 1965 - 1 August 1966, 
and approved, for transmission to the Director-General, the proposed Regional 
Programme and Budget E stirnates for 1968, amounting to about $7.6 million, 
excluding the estimated cost of equipment and supplies to be provided by UNICEF. 

The Committee adopted resolutions requesting the Regional Director to 
(1) examine the feasibility of advising on a methodology for measuring the socio- 
economic benefits derived from the control of communicable diseases, (2) investigate 
ways by which standard textbooks might be made available to institutions and students 
a t  moderate cost, (3) organize a seminar on the requirements of manpower in the 
health field, and (4) explore possibilities of assistance in expanding the basic health 
and maternal and child health services (with supplies, equipment, and training and 
research facilities) to ensure the health of mothers and children as a prerequisite 
for limiting the size of the family. 

While reviewing the progress made, the Committee noted that in the Region 
WHO and governments continued to spend about 50 per cent of financial resources 
available for health on the control of communicable diseases. It had become clear 
that without proper epidemiological, laboratory and statistical services this effort 
was not fully effective. 

It was agreed that problems of increasing significance were the persistence 
of smallpox transmission, notwithstanding the smallpox eradication or control 
programmes that had been in operation, and the changing epidemiological pattern 
and spread cd cholera El Tor, of haemorrhagic fever, of chikungunya and dengue 
fevers, and of viral hepatitis. 

The Committee urged that, wherever possible, countries should achieve 
self-sufficiency in the production of the vaccine, etc., necessary for control pro- 
grammes, and stressed the need for WIIO'a he& in dnvelqring nntimal lahoratnri~s 
for the quality control of drugs. 
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Concern was expressed over the shortage of medical teachers, due partly 
to the increase in the numbers of medical colleges established to meet the demands 
of expanding health services. The Committee endorsed the need to establish 
facilities for the training of teachers in various medical disciplines, especially in 
the basic medical sciences. 

The technical discussions, on the subject of "Health laboratory servicestf, 
gave rise to useful conclusions and recommendations. 'tRe topic chosen for discus- 
sion in 1967 was "Maternal and child health, with particular reference to its integra- 
tion into the general health services". 

The Committee adopted an amendment to its Rules of Procedure to provide 
for advance notification to Member Governments of the names of candidates for the 
post of Regional Director. 

2.1 General 

The expansion of health programmes in the Regicm and the large number of 
conferences and seminars organized during the year led to an increase in the 
administrative workload of the Regional mice. 

Two senior staff members from the Regional Office attended the '*Fourth 
Training Course for Regional Office Staff and Other Senior Officersn, held in Geneva 
in October/November 1966. 

With the co-operation of the Mmgolian Embassy in New De)elhi, an elementary 
course in the Mongolian language was arranged for the benefit of those Regional 
Office staff members who were to form the secretariat for the twentieth session of 
the Regional Committee, to be held in Ulan Bator. 

The annual meeting of the Regimal Director with the WHO Representatives 
was held in the Regional mice  from 13 to 24 February 1967. 

2 .2  Organizational Structure 

There has been no change in the organizational structure, except for the 
addition of a post of Regional Adviser on Medical Education. 

Among the five posts shown as  vacant in last year's Annual Report, three - 
those of a Malariologist, an Adviser on Communicable Diseases, and the Administra- 
tion and Finance Officer - were filled. On the other hand, fourteen more posts fell 
vacant during the year m account of retirement, transfers, end of contracts, etc. 
Of these, seven were filled, some c& them by reassignment of officers within the 
Region itself: i.e., the post cb WHO Representative to Indonesia, by tranderring to 


