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The Staff Health Insurance Scheme continued to function satisfactorily. Jn 
all, 2 043 claims were settled during 1966, and the amounts reimbursed totalled 
$22 983. 

2.6 The Regional Office Building 

The Twentieth World Health Assembly, in May 1967, approved the purchase 
of the Regional Office building by the Organization, and negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of India are in progress. 

Cultural contributions to the building during the year included a large carpet 
provided by the People's Republic of Mongolia and fifty chairs for the Committee 
Room from the Government of Ceylon. 

3. PEOCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

Supplies worth $450 360, covering 4 747 items, were procured during the 
year. These included laboratory equipment and chemicals, drugs, teaching equip- 
ment and transport vehicles. In addition, medical books and periodicals involving 
2 615 items and costing $28 135 were ordered. Supplies were also procured on 
behalf of certain research institutions out of the WHO grants to those institutions. 

Pursuant to the Vorld Health Assembly's resolution WHA 19.7, establishing 
a Revolving Fund for procurement of teaching and laboratory equipment for medical 
education and training, requests were received from three institutions in Burma and 
seven in India for assistance under this f u d .  Of these, two requests were processed 
and the rest were under consideration. 

In response to emergency requests from two governments, 2 000 vials of 
gammaglobulin, 90 000 ml of anti-rabies vaccine and 1 000 000 halazone tablets were 
procured and supplied. 

Freeze-dried smallpox vaccine donated by ~ e m b e l :  Governments to the 
WHO Vaccine Bank was distributed a s  follows: 300 000 doses to Afghanistan, 1 500 000 
doses to Burma and 650 000 doses to Nepal. 

Action was taken to obtain 280 medical textbooks worth $3 700 for M i a ,  
against reimbursement in local currency. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Generally satisfactory standards of inter-agency collaboration have been 
maintained. Staff of the Regional Office and WHO Representatives in the various 
countries participated in inter-agency meetings and maintained informal contacts. 
During the year, a co-ordinating committee on health programmes was formed in 
Nepal. 


