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The Staff Health Insurance Scheme continued to function satisfactorily. Jn 
all, 2 043 claims were settled during 1966, and the amounts reimbursed totalled 
$22 983. 

2.6 The Regional Office Building 

The Twentieth World Health Assembly, in May 1967, approved the purchase 
of the Regional Office building by the Organization, and negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of India are in progress. 

Cultural contributions to the building during the year included a large carpet 
provided by the People's Republic of Mongolia and fifty chairs for the Committee 
Room from the Government of Ceylon. 

3. PEOCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

Supplies worth $450 360, covering 4 747 items, were procured during the 
year. These included laboratory equipment and chemicals, drugs, teaching equip- 
ment and transport vehicles. In addition, medical books and periodicals involving 
2 615 items and costing $28 135 were ordered. Supplies were also procured on 
behalf of certain research institutions out of the WHO grants to those institutions. 

Pursuant to the Vorld Health Assembly's resolution WHA 19.7, establishing 
a Revolving Fund for procurement of teaching and laboratory equipment for medical 
education and training, requests were received from three institutions in Burma and 
seven in India for assistance under this f u d .  Of these, two requests were processed 
and the rest were under consideration. 

In response to emergency requests from two governments, 2 000 vials of 
gammaglobulin, 90 000 ml of anti-rabies vaccine and 1 000 000 halazone tablets were 
procured and supplied. 

Freeze-dried smallpox vaccine donated by ~ e m b e l :  Governments to the 
WHO Vaccine Bank was distributed a s  follows: 300 000 doses to Afghanistan, 1 500 000 
doses to Burma and 650 000 doses to Nepal. 

Action was taken to obtain 280 medical textbooks worth $3 700 for M i a ,  
against reimbursement in local currency. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Generally satisfactory standards of inter-agency collaboration have been 
maintained. Staff of the Regional Office and WHO Representatives in the various 
countries participated in inter-agency meetings and maintained informal contacts. 
During the year, a co-ordinating committee on health programmes was formed in 
Nepal. 
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The Regional Office has participated actively in the efforts of the United 
Nations and its related specialized agencies, bilateral agencies and non-government 
organizations for assistance to drought-affected areas in India; an active programme 
of UNICEF assistance was promoted for supplementary food and drugs and water 
supply in these scarcity areas. 

4 .1  United Nations 

WHO has worked in close co-operation with the United Nations. Special 
features of this co-operation with the various organs and agencies are described 
below, and a list of meetings which were held under their sponsorship and at which 
WHO was represented is given a s  Annex 10. 

In addition, the Regional Office has continued its collaboration with the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (Bureau of Social Affairs) 
and with UNICEF, particularly in social welfare programmes in various countries 
and in the medical rehabilitation programmes in India. Collaboration with this 
Bureau was further strengthened by the visit of the Chief of the Rehabilitation Unit 
of the Bureau of Social Affairs in October/November 1966 to India, during which 
visit joint discussions were held with the Indian Government to draw up a co- 
ordinated plan of action covering all aspects of the medical rehabilitation programme. 

There was continued collaboration with the World Food Programme, and 
technical advice was given to numerous WFP activities in the Region. 

United Nations Information Services in the various countries continued to 
be helpful in disseminating informational material on WHO throughout the Region. 

4.1.1 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

There was close collaboration with the Resident Representatives of the 
United Nations Developnr~nt Programme, those from Thailand and Nepal visiting 
the Regional Office during the year to discuss matters of mutual interest. The WHO 
Representative to Indonesia had discussions with the Co-administrator of the UNDP 
during the latter's visit to Indonesia on the occasion of its resumption of participation 
in the UNDP. This was followed by participation in the work of FUNDWI (Fund of 
the UN for West Irian) . 

WHO continued to be the executing agency for two projects in hdia assisted 
by the UNDP(SF). A WHO staff member assisted a UNDP project in Afghanistan for 
which the United Nations is the executing agency. The Special Adviser to the 
Administrator of the UNDP(SF) visited the Regional Office to discuss the proposed 
UNDP(SF)-assisted community water supply and sewerage projects in Ceylon and 
Nepal, and also the progress of the Calcutta water supply and sewerage project 
(UNDP(SF)/WHO). 
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4.1.2 Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFEL 

The WHO Representative to Thailand continued to act a s  WHO Liaison 
Officer to ECAFE, and attended a number of ECAFE-sponsored meetings in Bangkok. 
At ECAFE's twenty-third annual session, held in Tokyo from 3 to 17 April 1967, the 
Director-General of WHO was represented by the Director of Health Services from 
the Regional Office. A WHO public health administrator continued to participate in 
the work of the Asian Institute for Economic Development and Planning in Bangkok. 
WHO also continued its collaboration with ECAFE in the health survey cP the bwr 
Mekong River Basin (see Section 6.4 af Part I). 

4.1.2.1 Asian Development Bank 

Initial contact with the Asian Development Bank in Manila is being promoted 
through the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office. At present there is no sign d 
interest by this Bank in providing soft loans for promotion of fundamental health 
needs like water supplies. 

4.1.3 United Nations Children's Fund WMCEFr 

A substantial portion of WHO'S activities in the Region continued to be 
carried out in collaboration with UNICEF a s  may be seen in Part  m of this report. 
The visit of UMCEF's Executive Director to India in November 1966 provided the 
Regional Office with a welcome opportunity to discuss matters of mutual interest. 
There were 45 projects jointly assisted by UNICEF and WHO being operated during 
the year e. g., 7 each in communicable diseases, health services and maternal and 
child health, 6 in tuberculosis, 3 in nutrition, 4 in vaccine production, 2 in nursing, 
1 each in malaria, medical education, community water supply and health education, 
and 5 others. Individual country programmes are periodically reviewed with UMCEF, 
and close liaison is maintained on all matters of mutual interest. 

UNICEF resumed assistance to bdonesia in November 1966. 

4.1.4 International Atomic Energy Agency (MEAL 

Liaison was maintained with the International Atomic Energy Agency. During 
the period under review the WHO Representative in Thailand had discussions with 
IAEA's Regional Office for Asia and the Far East on the organization of a regional 
training course on radiation protection, to be held in Bangkok in 1969. WHO also 
kept in close touch with IAEA's proposed assistance in the establishment of a Cobalt 
60 project, a chemical laboratory and an isotope-ray and distribution project in 
Afghanistan . 



4.2 Specialized Agencies 

4.2.1 Food and Agricultural Organization (FA01 

WHO continued to maintain close co-operation with FAO, especially in 
applied nutrition programmes jointly assisted by FAO, UNICEF and WHO. WHO 
staff both from Headquarters and from the Regional Office co-operated with the 
FA0 Regional m i c e  for Asia and the Far East in New Delhi in planning and organiz- 
ing a seminar on applied nutrition programmes, which was held in Delhi from 
30 November to 1 0  December 1966. WHO was also represented at the FAD-sponsored 
Fourth Far-Eastern Regional Conference on Animal Production and Health, organized 
in Colombo in October 1966. A WHO team studied the health implications of an 
irrigation development project in Ceylon financed by the UNDP(SF), for which FA0 
is the executing agency. The WHO Representative in Indonesia held discussions 
with representatives of FAO. 

4.2.2 International Labour Organization (1I.Q 

Contact with ILO was mostly in India and Thailand. With an ILL) consultant 
and with the Chief, Manpower Planning and Organization Research of the Human 
Resources Department of IW, discussions were held on the preparation uf a request 
to the UNDP(SF) for assistance to a project designed to increase employment 
opportunities in India. In Thailand, possible co-operation in assistance to industrid 
health services has been jointly discussed. 

4.2 .3  United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

WHO continued to advise on the health education aspects of a number of 
general education programmes in the Region assisted by UNESCO. The WHO 
Representative to Thailand took part in a Seminar of Senior Administrators, held 
in Bangkok in November 1966 under the joint sponsorship of UNICEF and UNESCO. 
WHO was also represented at the International Seminar of the Indian Women's 
league for Peace and Freedom, which was organized in New Delhi in September 
1966 with the assistance of UNESCO. 

4.2.4 World Bank 

The WHO Regional Adviser on Environmental Health went to meet a 
representative of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, who 
was visiting Calcutta; useful discussions were held on the future development of 
the Calcutta water supply and sewerage project which is being assisted by the 
UNDP(SF) and WHO. 
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4 .3  Inter-governmental Agencies 

4 .3 .1  Colombo Plan 

The Regional Office has maintained contact with Colombo Plan authorities 
in most countries of the Region. A considerable degree of co-ordination was 
attained in relating fellowships awarded by the Colombo Plan to WHO-assisted 
education projects in the fields of medicine and nursing. 

4 . 4  Bilateral Agencies 

As in the past, there has been close co-operation with USAID, particularly 
in the malaria eradication programmes assisted by that agency in Mia, Nepal and 
Thailand. WHO and USAID jointly collaborated with the Indian Govenunent, as  
usual, in the annual assessment of the national malaria eradication programme. 
The Regional Office co-operated with the USAID malaria review teaas sent out to 
Nepal and Thailand in 1967. Discussions were also held with one of the members of 
a seven-member team of United States Public Health Service which was invited by 
the Government of India to give advice on the national water supply and sanitation 
programme. Representatives of UNICEF, the World Bank, the Rockefeller Foundation 
and the Ford Foundation also participated in these discussions. 

The Organization has continued to be associated with the assistance provided 
by the Federal Republic of Germany to the Institute of Public Iiealth, Kabul 
(Afghanistan), with French bilateral aid to the University of Kabul, and with the 
work of the Indian Aid Mission in Nepal, which continues to assist the maternity 
hospital, water supply programme and laboratory services in Kathmandu. It is 
regrettable that in a number of bilateral programmes WHO is not consulted, and this 
lack of co-operation results in some unrealistic programmes and a degree of 
confusion. 

4.5 Non- Governmental Organizations 

Useful contacts were maintained with several of these organizations, and 
the presence of their representatives at the nineteenth session of the Regional 
Committee afforded a good opportunity to strengthen liaison. The list of meetings 
given in Annex 11 gives an idea of the organizations with which relations have been 
particularly close. 

Elsewhere (in Chapter 7 of Part 1) WHO'S collaboration with the World 
Medical Association in connection with holding the Third World Conference on Medical 
Education in New Delhi, in November 1966, and (in Section 6.12 of Part  I) participa- 
tion in the World Congress of Cardiology, also held in New Delhi in October-November 
under the auspices of the International Society of Cardiology, have been described 
in detail. 
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4.6 3ther Agencies 

WHO has co-operated with the Ford Foundation in assistance to the 
National Institute of Health Administration and Education, New Delhi; also maternal 
and child health aspects of family planning programmes in hdia and Nepal have 
been discussed with the Foundatiods representatives. Discussions have also been 
held with the Rockefeller Foundation on the programme of assistance to the All-India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, and particularly on the development of the rural train- 
ing area, and on the development of the Ramatibodi School of Medicine in Bangkok. 

The leprosy control project in Andhra Pradesh (India) jointly assisted by 
the Danish "Save the Children Fund" and VJHO, continued another year of excellent 
work; this project is being used more and more for training purposes. 

The co-operation outlined in this chapter is in addition to the close day- 
to-day collaboration maintained by WHO technical staff with national professional 
associations and government agencies working in the health field by participating 
in a very large number of meetings, both formal (as included in Annex 11) and 
informal. 

5. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

In kaeping with the main objectives of public information, that is ,  informing 
the public about the work and purposes of the Organization and helping in developing 
an informed public opinion on matters of health, a total of 43 press releases, 
features and press notices were issued between 1 April 1966 and 31 March 1967. 

Production and stimulation of outside production of information material 
about the Organization's activities in the Region, for dissemination through Head- 
quarters and through national and international outlets in the Region, continued as 
well as diffusion of information on the global activities of WHO and on health matters 
generally were continued. During the reporting period, a large number of foreign 
and local press and radio correspondents were briefed on world health conditions 
and regional health activities. A considerable amount of background material was 
specially prepared for some of the correspondents. Also, several original articles 
were written for outside publication. Contributions were made to the celebration 
of tbe People's Health Week in Ceylon and to the Regional Office for South-East Asia 
and Western Pacific of the International Conference of Social Work in Bombay for 
publication of a book. 

The nineteenth Session of the Regional Committee held in 1966 in New Delhi, 
received wide coverage by radio and press both within and outside the Region. Tim 
opening of the meeting by the Prime Minister of India was televised by All-India 
Radio. 

A twelve-panel exhibit, prepared by Headquarters, was arranged for the 
Third World Conference on Medical Education, held in Delhi. A set of photographs 
was supplied for a dispIay in connection with the International Leprosy Seminar in 


