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1.4.4 Zoonoses 

The extent and variety of zoonoses in man have still to be worked 
out in the Region, and much remains to be done to bring about effective 
co-ordination of efforts between the respective public health, veterinary 
and agricultural services. 

In Ceylon, the Veterinary Public Health Officer has been on a WHO 
fellowship. 

In India, studies on pathogenesis and immunizatian in rabies were 
continued (see Chapter 8). 

In Mongolia, brucellosis and hydatidosis constitute serious public 
health problems, and a WHO veterinary public health officer is being 
assigned a s  a member of the WHO epidemiological team to go to that 
country. 

In Thailand, an outbreak of trichinosis was reported for the first 
time in a district of North Thailand, with 56 cases and nine deaths. 
Leptospirosis has been reported from Bangkok, Pitsanuloke and Chiengmai 
Provinces, and from surveys of leptospira infection in rats it has been 
learned that L. bataviae is the prevalent strain in Bangkok, and 
L. icterohaemorrhagiae in the other two provinces. Other surveys have 
revealed that species of field rodents and the Trombicula deliensis chigger, 
in Rajburi and Chiengmai Provinces, harbour Rickettsia orientalis, the 
causative organism of scrub typhus. 

2. EPIDEMIOLOGY 

No communicable-disease control service could function adequately 
without the advice of epidemiological services, and the latter, to be 
effective, should have the support of health laboratories and health 
statistics units. WHO has continued to give priority to assisting government. 
in the creation or strengthening of such services in a step-by-step 
development. 

An essential move in this direction is the tr-g of public health 
officers in epidemiology. The special nine months' epidemiology course 
organized at  the University of Edinburgh for WHO fellows from South East 
Asia is usually followed by one to three months of practical training in the 
field, in Yugoslavia and other countries. To supplement this course, the 
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Central Institute for Communicable Diseases, Delhi, is ,  from 1963 onwards, 
steadily to develop training facilities in epidemiology for larger groups of 
doctors; the Institute is also opening up field stations for applied research 
in selected subjects, such a s  the one on plague in south India. WHO 
assistance to the Institute includes the provision of consultants, teachers 
and equipment. Fellowships were also given to two senior officers to study 
the organization of epidemiological services and training programmes in 
epidemiology and communicable diseases in different countries. 

In Burma, the Epidemiological Unit is under the direction of an 
Assistant Director (Epidemics). WHO is assisting by providing a 
statistician,and later in the year will assign a microbiologist, to help 
develop the supporting statistical and health laboratory services. 

In Ceylon, two fellowships - one in epidemiology and the other in 
veterinary public health - were awarded. The Epidemiological Unit, set 
up with WHO assistance, was engaged mostly in the study of the poliomyelitis 
epidemic and in advising on necessary preventive measures. 

In India, the Health Intelligence Bureau in the Directorate-General 
Health Services continues to give guidance on planning and co-ordination 
the policy and activities of the epidemiological units in the States. Two 

WHO consultants will be assigned later in the year, one on epidemiological 
organization a t  the State level and the other on organization of infectious- 
disease hospitals. 

In Indonesia, new epidemiological c e n t r o m . 8  established in West, 
Central and East Java,and neweections in.BaLand Weat Iricn. These 
units, a s  well a s  the Epidemiological Unit in the Ministry of Health, 
were engaged in the study of the outbreaks of cholera El Tor and smallpox 
which occurred. A WHO epidemiologist is assigned to assist in this work 
(see Part III, project Indonesia 29). 

After a visit by the Regional Director and two other staff members 
from the Regional Office to Mongolia, where they acquainted themselves 
with its organization of health and epidemiological services and the problems 
of the prevailing communicable diseases, an epidemiological team has, a s  
mentioned above, been recruited for that country. 

In Thailand, an epidemiological unit has been set  up within the 
Division of Communicable Diseases. The epidemiologist in charge returned 
from a WHO fellowship, and a second fellowship in epidemiology was awarded. 
A WHO epidemiologist is being recruited to assist in strengthening this unit. 


