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There was an appreciable increase in supplies for the various research 
programmes sponsored by WHO. The flow of these supplies continued 
smoothly. 

The Organization was able to assist in arranging for emergency 
supplies of cholera vaccine to be sent from India to Malaya and Burma. 

The question of providing two new Diesel generators to hospitals a t  
Jalalabad and Kandahar in Afghanistan was discussed with government 
authorities, and action subsequently taken to procure two 25 k. w. generators. 

Freeze-dried smallpox vaccine was delivered to Afghanistan and Nepal 
for the smallpox eradication campaigns. 

The improved procedures for procurement of supplies which were 
referred to in the Fourteenth Annual Report have been satisfactory. 

4. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Efforts have continued towards greater co-ordination of international 
and bilateral assistance to Member States in the field oi  health. Regular 
meetings between WHO Representatives, Resident Technical Assistance 
Representatives and the local heads of other United Nations agencies have 
proved useful. In India regular meetings a r e  now organized by the WHO 
Representative between WHO and the medical representatives of such other 
agencies a s  USAID, Ford Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation. Of no less 
value are  the informal contacts which WHO Representatives have maintained. 
Staff of the Regional Office, during their visits on tour, have also taken the 
opportunity to discuss matters of mutual interest with representatives of those 
agencies which have offices in the countries of the Region. 

In administrative matters, co-ordination with United Nations agencies 
has been maintained through regular meetings a t  which matters of common 
interest have been discussed. 

The number of meetings, both official and informal, a t  which WHO 
must necessarily be represented in order to promote and maintain both 
technical and administrative co-operation continues to grow. 

4.1 United Nations 

Of particular interest this year have been (1) the World Food 
Programme, which is to operate on an experimental basis for three years 
and will provide aid in the way of food to various types of projects (WHO is 
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particularly interested in the proposed pre-school and school-child feeding 
programme) and (2) the United Nations Development Decade, in connection 
with which WHO i s  exploring possibilities of assisting with national health 
planning and training programmes for  professional and auxiliary health 
staff, depending on availability of funds. 

Co-operation with the United Nations Bureau of Social Affairs has 
continued; early in 1963, advantage was taken of the presence in India of the 
Chief of the Rehabilitation Unit of the Bureau of Social Affairs to discuss 
physical rehabilitation programmes in India, Indonesia and Thailand. In 
Indonesia, WHO has co-operated in plans for rehabilitation work to be under- 
taken by the United Nations following the eruption of the volcano in Bali. 

Co-operation has also been extremely close with the United Nations 
Technical Assistance Board, the Special Fund, the United Nations Children's 
Fund, the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far  East and the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency (see below). 

4.1.1 United Nations Technical Assistance Board (UNTAB) 

WHO has maintained close contact with the Resident Technical 
Assistance Representatives (RTARs). These representatives now have the 
added responsibility of being directors of Special Fund programmes in the 
countries of their assignment. Co-~rdinating arrangements which had to be 
worked out to meet the new procedures evolved by the TAB have proved 
satisfactory. 

When in Delhi, two newly appointed RTARs for Ceylon and Nepal 
visited the Regional Office for discussions, and the Community Development 
Officer with the United Nations Technical Assistance Organization assigned 
to the rural  health programme in Afghanistan was given information on the 
health aspects of the WHO-assisted rural health project in that country. 
Meetings were also held with the Executive Chairman of the United Nations 
Technical Assistance Board on the occasion of his visits to India and 
Thailand, and WHO was represented a t  the annual meeting of the RTARs which 
was held in Bangkok early in 1963. 

4.1.2 United Nations Special Fund 

WHO continued to act a s  executing agency for two Special Fund 
projects in India, namely, assistance to the Central Public Health Engineering 
Research Institute in Nagpur, and a survey of the water supply resources of 
Greater Calcutta. 
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Consideration has also been given to ways in which WHO might take 
part in the development of the Asian Institute of Economic Development, 
planned for Bangkok (see under ECAFE), an irrigation survey of the Mu River 
in Burma, and a survey of ground water resources in Afghanistan, which are  
included in proposals for assistance by the Special Fund. 

4.1.3 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

As usual, very close co-operation was maintained with UNICEF in a 
large number of jointly assisted projects. The Regional Office has also 
continued to give technical advice on UNICEF supply projects which do not 
require WHO field personnel. 

For 1963 the total UNICEF contributions to joint activities in supplies 
and equipment will amount ta about $5.69 million, covering 33 projects. 

Some of the main fields of WHO/ UNICEF activities have continued to 
be maternal and child health, the control of communicable diseases (parti- 
cularly leprosy, tuberculosis and malaria) and vaccine production. Of very 
great importance, however, is the joint assistance now given to the community 
development programmes in India and Thailand; more assistance i s  also being 
given to nutrition. Comparatively new fields of UNICEF activity, in which 
collaboration has either started or is envisaged, are  primary education and 
teacher training, rehabilitation of handicapped children and the wider aspects 
of social services. 

Frequent joint discussions on programmes of mutual interest have 
been held in the Regional Office and also in the UNICEF Area Offices in Delhi 
and Bangkok. WHO has assisted UNICEF in reviewing its proposed recom- 
mendations to its Executive Board a s  well a s  the three-year forecasts of 
projects now being made each year a s  part of UNICEF procedure. 

4.1.4 Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) 

The WHO Repreeentative in Thailand has continued to act a s  WHO 
Liaison Officer with ECAFE, and during the year he and other WHO staff 
members took part in a number of meetings sponsored by that organization, 
notably in the fields of economic development and planning, community 
development, housing, water resources, social welfare and social develop- 
ment planning (see list in Annex 3). 

In line with the desire expressed by the Regional Committee at its 
last session that WHO should help to arrange training courses in national 
planning for health administrators (resolution SEA/RC15/R5), progress has 
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been made in plans for the "Asian Institute of Economic Development" in 
Bangkok, which is to be assisted by the Special Fund, with ECAFE as the 
executing Agency. A committee is being formed consisting of interested 
agencies, of which WHO is one, and a public health planning expert is to be 
provided by WHO for this project. The Institute should be functioning by 1964. 

With the ECAFE Community Development Officer attached to the 
Division of Social Affairs, who is stationed in Bangkok, discussions were 
held in Delhi on evaluating the United Nations technical assistance in 
community development and on closer inter-agency collaboration. 

4.1.5 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

In countries of the Region there i s  a growing recognition of the 
importance of the health aspects of radiation (see Section 6.10 of Part I). 

In March 1963, WHO took part in the International Atomic Energy 
Agency's "International Symposium on Criteria for Guidance in the Selection 
of Sites for Construction of Reactors and Nuclear Research Centres", in 
Bombay. Assistance was also given to the WHO Representative in Thailand 
by the IAEA Representative, who arranged for liaison with the Thai Office of 
Atomic Energy for  Peace and for visits to the reactor site. 

4. 2 Specialized Agencies 

WHO has continued i t s  co-operation within the Region with the other 
specialized agencies in the United Nations family - notably the Food and 
Agriculture Organization and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (see below). Collaboration with the International 
Labour Organization has a lso  continued, but there have been no special 
developments in the period under review. 

4.2.1 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

Advice in the field of nutrition has assumed an increasingly important 
place in the WHO programme, and collaboration with FA0 has thereby become 
correspondingly closer.  Applied nutrition programmes in both India and 
Thailand a r e  being jointly assisted, and a similar programme in Ceylon is 
also being planned. A master  plan for the development of the applied nutrition 
programme in India has been drawn up, in close collaboration with FAO, 
UNICEF and the Government of India. Subsidiary plans based on this master  
plan a r e  now being developed for the various Indian States. 
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WHO'S interest in the World Food Programme has been mentioned 
above. On the occasion of the visit to Delhi paid by the Executive Director 
of this programme, WHO'S possible collaboration in programmes for 
countries of this Region was discussed. WHO also assisted in publicising 
the "Freedom from Hunger Campaign", which was carried out under the 
auspices of FAO. The theme chosen for World Health Day in 1963 - "Hunger: 
Disease of Millions" was on the same subject. 

As mentioned elsewhere, a seminar on nutrition was held in 
Hyderabad in October 1962 under the joint auspices of WHO, FA0 and UNICEF. 

4. 2. 2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

The Regional Office has assisted with the training a t  the Regional 
UNESCO Centre for Educational Planners and Supervisors in New Delhi. 
WHO'S role in such training courses has been discussed with UNESCO 
officials. 

WHO has also collaborated in the health education aspects of the 
general school "education" programmes which have now been launched by 
UNESCO and UNICEF in almost all countries of the Region. Consultations 
were held with the UNESCO Representative in Afghanistan on matters 
concerning the primary education programme for that country. UNESCO has 
been working on teacher training in Indonesia and Thailand. In Thailand, 
WHO has been asked to participate in a joint UNESCOIECAFE Group on 
Educational Planning, and the WHO Representative in that country is a 
member of the Committee on Rural Teacher Education. 

During the year WHO was represented at the UNESCO-sponsored 
Symposium on Environmental Physiology and Psychology in Arid Zones 
held in Lucknow (India) and also at the Seminar on Urban and Rural 
Differences and Relationships, held in Delhi (see Annex 3). 

4.3 Bilateral Agencies 

4.3.1 United States' Agency for International Development (USAID) 

WHO and USAID have continued to work in close co-operation in 
assisting national malaria eradication programmes in Ceylon, India, 
Indonesia, Nepal and Thailand. 
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USAID assistance to village health and sanitation, a s  well a s  in 
medical education, notably in Thailand, its work on water supplies in Burma 
and Nepal, i t s  plans for assisting with health education in Nepal, and its aid 
in training medical librarians in India have also been the subjects of 
discussions between the two agencies. 

Regular informal meetings with the representatives of USAID have 
been held both at  the Regional Office and at  country level. 

4 . 3 . 2  Colombo Plan 

WHO has been in contact with the Colombo Plan in connection with 
its activities in the medical and health fields. Besides administering a large 
fellowships programme, under which many health workers in the Region 
have benefited, the Colombo Plan has assisted some health programmes 
with advice and equipment. 

In Ceylon, one of several of its activities has been the assignment of 
an adviser to the Maharagama Dental Nurses Training School. 

Assistance to Burma under the Colombo Plan has been mainly in the 
fields of physiotherapy and radiotherapy, including provision of physical 
facilities and expert advice. It has assigned a public health engineer to the 
University of Mandalay and a radiographer for training x-ray technicians 
and for surveying x-ray installations in the country. 

In India, the Colombo Plan has, among other things, now supplies 
through Canada twelve cobalt beam therapy units, the last  onc being provided 
for the new Institute of Radiology and Cancer Research in Kanpur. 

4. 3 . 3  Other Bilateral Agencies 

Close relations have also been maintained with other bilateral 
agencies. A meeting was held in the Ministry of Health of the Government of 
India concerning the health aspects of the Indo-Norwegian bilateral aid 
programme in Kerala State, and a new agreement was negotiated, a s  a 
result of which WHO will now participate directly in the health activities 
being developed in that State under the Indo-Norwegian Agreement. 

Other bilateral programmes in which WHO is interested a re  those in 
Nepal under the Indian Aid Mission, which continues to give assistance to 
the maternity hospital, to water supplies and also to laboratory services in 
Kathmandu, various programmes of assistance to hospitals (in Nepal, Burma 
and India) carried out by the USSR, the Japanese Government's assistance to 
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a virus research laboratory in Thailand and with a programme for the treat- 
ment of eye diseases in Nepal, and an agreement by the Federal Republic of 
Germany to assist the Thai Government by constructing, staffing and equip- 
ping a research public health laboratory, to be opened in 1964. In Afghanistan, 
under French bilateral aid, an agreement affiliating the University of Kabul 
with the University of Lyon was signed, and the Federal Republic of Germany 
plans to assist the newly established Public Health Institute. 

4.4 Non-Governmental Ormnizations 

In the South East Asia Region, some of the non-governmental bodies 
affiliated with international non-governmental organizations in official 
relations with WHO have lent active support to WHO in carrying out its 
health programmes. 

Reciprocal attendances a t  meetings have proved useful. At the last 
session of the Regional Committee, thirteen such organizations were 
represented. 

In the period under review, meetings were held in New Delhi by three 
of the intcrnational non-governmental organizations: in November, the World 
Medical Association's Sixteenth General Assembly; in October-November, 
the Nineteenth Regional Seminar on Teaching about the United Nations, under 
the auspices of the World Federation of United Nations Association (WFUNA), 
and in December a Reunion of the International Association for the Prevention 
of Blindness, held in connection with the Nineteenth International Congress of - 
Ophthalmology. In Bangkok, the International Union Against Tuberculosis held 
a conference of its Eastern Regional Committee; a t  which the difficulty of 
maintaining patients under treatment was stressed. 

Of the national organizations affiliated with such international non- 
governmental organizations, in India collaboration has been particularly 
close with the Association of Paediatricians of India, the Hind Kusht Nivaran 
Sangh (Indian Leprosy Organization), the Indian Council of Child Welfare, the 
Indian Red Cross, the Institute of Engineers, the Trained Nurses' Association 
of India and the Tuberculosis Association of India. 

WHO has also been in contact with the Swedish Red Cross on problems 
of leprosy control and rehabilitation in India, with the Burmese Red Cross in 
Rangoon, and the Thai Nurses' Association, which held its annual convention 
in Bangkok in June. 
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4.5 Other Organizations 

WHO has continued its co-operation with other governmental, non- 
governmental and private organizations. 

Among such organizations is the Rockefeller Foundation, which 
continues its work, primarily in India. It has given grants for research 
work to such institutes as  the Virus Research Centre in Poona, and now 
plans to assist a project a t  the Christian Medical College in Vellore, to 
ascertain the health needs of a typical Panchayat union area, how to meet 
them and how to use the area for training medical undergraduates; it  will 
also support the Health Ministry in efforts to induce medical graduates to 
work in rural areas by promoting studies of the attitudes of new medical 
graduates posted as  interns in rural dispensaries in seven areas. 

The Ford Foundation in India, which this year sent a public health 
consultant team, is, in addition to its research-cum-action projects and work 
on health education, also continuing to assist such institutes a s  the Banaras 
Hindu University, the Central Drug Research Institute in Lucknow, and Delhi 
University. It is  also actively assisting in developing a high level public 
health institute and some health demonstration districts. 

Among other organizations with which WHO has maintained contact 
are  CARE (the Co-operative for American Relief to Everywhere, Inc. ) which 
is assisting Afghanistan with a team (MEDICO-CARE), Ceylon with drugs, 
etc. , and Ceylon and India with feeding programmes; the China Medical 
Board, providing assistance to the library of the University of Medical 
Sciences in Bangkok, and the Danish "Save the Children1' Fund, with which 
WHO is co-operating in a leprosy project in Srikakulam (India). Also, to 
a lesser extent, there has been co-operation with the Japanese Anti-Leprosy 
Mission to Asia, which is  setting up a 40-bed leprosy hospital in Saharanpur 
(India); the American Cancer Mission, which, with the Government of 
India, sponsored the Seventh International Congress on Chest Diseases 
held in Delhi in February; the British Council in Indonesia, and L.le Asia 
Fcundation, which is  providing books for university and school libraries in 
Ceylon. 

5. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Wide interest was shown in the theme for World Health Day 1963, 
"Hunger: Disease of Millions", chosen in support of FAO's "Freedom From 
Hunger1' campaign. From all countries of the Region, newspapers, radio 
services, medical, educational and economic periodicals, schools, health 
centres, etc. , requested material for publication, broadcasting, lecturing 


