


Report of the Regional Director
1 July 2007 – 30 June 2008





SEA/RC61/2

The Work of WHO in the

South-East Asia Region

Report of the Regional Director
1 July 2007– 30 June 2008



© World Health Organization 2008

All rights reserved.

Requests for publications, or for permission to reproduce or translate WHO
publications – whether for sale or for noncommercial distribution – can be obtained
from Publishing and Sales, World Health Organization, Regional Office for South-
East Asia, Indraprastha Estate, Mahatma Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110 002, India
(fax: +91 11 23370197; e-mail: publications@searo.who.int).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World
Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not
yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not
imply that they are endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization
in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and
omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial
capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to
verify the information contained in this publication. However, the published material
is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The
responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In
no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its
use.

Printed in India

WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication data
 
World Health Organization, Regional Office for South-East Asia.
The work of WHO in the South-East Asia Region: report of the Regional Director,
1 July 2007 – 30 June 2008.

1. Regional Health Planning. 2. Disease – Prevention and control.
3. Delivery of Health Care. 4. Family Health. 5. Health Services.
6. Environmental Health. 7. South-East Asia.
 
ISBN  978-92-9022-248-4 (NLM classification: WA 540)



The Work of WHO in the South-East Asia Region v

Contents

Preface .................................................................................................. ix

Executive summary of key achievements ............................................... xi

1. Communicable diseases
Communicable diseases surveillance: building up outbreak response ............. 1

HIV/AIDS: controlling epidemics and scaling up services ............................... 5

Tuberculosis: implementing the new Stop TB Strategy ................................. 10

Malaria: implementing the revised control strategy ...................................... 14

Global Fund grants: improving access and implementation .......................... 17

Dengue: aiming to reverse the rising trend ................................................... 18

Zoonoses: implementing strategy and policy ................................................ 21

Leprosy: sustaining control activities in the Region ....................................... 22

Global leprosy programme: reducing the number of cases ........................... 24

Eliminating lymphatic filariasis ..................................................................... 26

Controlling soil-transmitted helminth infections ........................................... 27

Kala-azar: building up to elimination ........................................................... 28

Eliminating and eradicating yaws ................................................................. 31

Blood safety and clinical technology: strengthening
national and regional resources .................................................................... 31

Tropical diseases research: strengthening country capacity ........................... 34

2. Noncommunicable diseases and mental health
Noncommunicable diseases: developing comprehensive commitment ........ 37

Mental health: aiming for collective action ................................................... 39

Health promotion and education: nurturing a multisectoral approach ......... 41

Tobacco control: expanding knowledge and awareness of the epidemic ...... 44

Injuries, violence and disabilities: focusing on prevention ............................ 47



The Work of WHO in the South-East Asia Regionvi

3. Family and community health
Child health: moving towards Millennium Development Goal 4 .................. 51

Adolescent health and development: increasing sensitivity
to adolescents’ needs ................................................................................... 54

Nutrition: dealing with malnutrition through a life-course approach ............ 57

Making pregnancy safer: improving the quality of care ................................ 60

Reproductive health and research: confronting the challenges ..................... 64

Gender, women and health: promoting health equity .................................. 67

Immunization and vaccine development:
focusing on polio and new vaccines ............................................................. 69

4. Sustainable development and healthy environments
Environment and Health: healthy settings and human rights-based
approach ..................................................................................................... 77

Water supply and sanitation: ensuring safety and adequacy ......................... 78

Occupational health: controlling workplace exposure .................................. 81

Climate change and human health: taking up the challenges ....................... 82

Chemical safety: supporting country activities .............................................. 84

Health-care waste management: supporting national initiatives ................... 85

Food safety: enabling the health sector ........................................................ 87

Emergency and humanitarian action: addressing the vulnerability
of the SEA Region populations ..................................................................... 88

5. Health systems development
Health services delivery and policy: focusing on management ..................... 95

Improving quality and safety in health care .................................................. 98

Health financing: improving equity .............................................................. 99

Research policy and cooperation: expanding activities .............................. 101

Essential medicines: the continuing journey ............................................... 104

Evidence for health policy: strengthening country health
information systems ................................................................................... 107

Information management and dissemination: promoting
widespread access to health information .................................................... 109

Human resources for health: extending the health workforce .................... 111

Nursing and midwifery: developing the health workforce .......................... 113

Education, training and support: streamlining the process .......................... 115



The Work of WHO in the South-East Asia Region vii

6. Policy, programme planning and partnership
Governing bodies and policy dialogue ....................................................... 119

Important meetings .................................................................................... 120

Intellectual property, innovation and public health:
working towards global action .................................................................... 121

Programme planning and coordination: consulting and
supporting countries .................................................................................. 122

Resource mobilization, external cooperation and partnerships:
accessing voluntary and external resources ................................................ 124

Strategic alliance and partnership: pooling resources ................................. 126

Public relations and media: strengthening strategic communication ........... 129

7. General management
Global management: preparing for the new system ................................... 133

Human resources: implementing reform .................................................... 134

Budget and financial management ............................................................. 136

Informatics and infrastructure services: playing a role at all levels ............... 137

Procurement services ................................................................................. 139

Annexes
1. RC 60 Resolutions and Decisions ............................................................... 141

2. Organizational chart .................................................................................. 142

3. Budgetary implementation, 2006-2007
by country/intercountry/Regional Office ..................................................... 143

4. Budgetary implementation, 2006-2007
by Area of Work (in descending order) ....................................................... 144

5. Budgetary implementation, 2008-2009
by budget centre ........................................................................................ 145

6. Budgetary implementation, 2008-2009
by Strategic Objective ................................................................................ 146



The Work of WHO in the South-East Asia Regionviii


