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The focus of WHO support to countries was on drinking 
water quality surveillance, operation and maintenance. 
Follow-up activities to the Regional Consultation on Drinking 
Water Quality Surveillance and Control, held in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, as part of ICP II, continued in the countries of the 
Region, specifically in lndia, Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Myanmar. Assistance in the strengthening of laboratory 
capabilities for surveillance of drinking water quality was 
also provided through procurement of laboratory equipment, 
reagents and training in surveillance and laboratory 
techniques. Support was provided for the development of 
the Water Supply and Sanitation Master Plan for Bhutan. 
In partnership with UNDP/WB Regional Water Sanitation 
Group-South Asia, an Asian Regional Consultation on RWSS 
Projects was held in Chiang Mai in January 1998 to improve 
the sustainability of large-scale water supply and sanitation 
systems. Considerable support was provided by the 
intercountry as well as country programmes in lndia and 
Bangladesh in response to the emergency resulting from 
arsenic contaminated water supplies. Consultants were 
fielded in both countries in response to government requests 
for advice on suitable approaches to solve this problem, 
both in the identification of the affected populations and 
on appropriate treatment as well as on devising a 
comprehensive programme for alternative supply of water. 
The WHO Collaborating Centre, NEERI, Nagpur, has been 
engaged in carrying out an evaluation of arsenic field testing 
kits presently used and to develop guidelines for their use. 
Training activities related to the arsenic problem were 
supported at the All lndia Institute of Hygiene and Public 
Health, Calcutta. 
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Promotion of the Healthy Cities approach represented the main 
activity under this progromme. For this purpose, pamphlets . 
describing the 20 Steps to a Healthy City were disseminated 
to countries, along with other advocacy material. Support was 
extended to the communities which have already initiated the 
Healthy Cities process as well as to those starting it in 
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka. A Regional 
Consultation on Promotion of Urban Environmental Health 
was held in Bongkok, Thailand, in October 1997, supported 
from ICPII funds. Further capacity development continued with 
the training of promoters selected from Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand on Healthy City 
methodology. 

Following an assessment of hospital waste management 
practices in countries and the Regional Consultation on Sound 
Management of Hospital Waste, held in Chiang Moi, Thailand, 
in November 1996, which had produced guiding principles 
and a regional action plan for the development of national 
programmes for hospital waste management, notional 
consultations on promoting improved hospital waste 
management were held in India, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal 
and Sri Lanka. As a follow-up to a regional training course 
on air pollution, monitoring and assessment, a technical 
guidance document entitled "Ambient Air Quality Monitoring 
Networks: Considerations for Developing Countries" was 
produced to assist decision-makers in planning and developing 
air pollution monitoring programmes. During the recent haze 
from the forest fires in Indonesia, technical assistance was 
provided to the Indonesian health authorities to monitor air 
pollution and assess the health effects of the haze. A pilot 
project on environmental health management information 
system (EH-M1S)was initiated in Indonesia to enable the national 
authorities to improve monitoring of environmental health 
aspects within and outside the health sector at different levels 
of government. 
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WHO'S support to Member States has been directed toward 
building national capacities and capabilities for applying health 
risk assessments and management of chemicals, strengthening 
information on toxic chemicals, as well as treating and 
preventing poisonings from chemicals. To assess the situation 
regarding ihe management of chemicals in the countries of 
the Region with a view to strengthening national chemical 
safety programmes, the Regional Office had, in 1996, initiated 
the preparation of naiional chemical profiles which were 
completed in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, and Thailand. 
A regional document wos prepared proposing suggestions for 
national promotion of chemical safety in such areas as poison 
prevention, chemical risk management and chemical 
information and awareness-raising. To give an impetus to 
chemical safety in the Region a Regional Consultation on 
Promotion of National Chemical Safety was organized in 
March 1998 in collaboration with the Institute of Health 
Research, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. The meeting 
adopted a framework of action for strengthening national 
chemical safety programmes in the countries of the Region. 
The document proposes a comprehensive series of notional 
actions related to policy and programme development in the 
areas of chemical risk management, emergency preparedness 
and response and chemical informofion development. 

The focus of this programme area is to mobilize the health sector 
to advocate the incorporation of health issues and concerns in 
various sectors that are involved in planning and implementing 
national development activities. Countries have been assisted 
through the WHO Health-and-Environment (H&E) Initiatives, in 
identifying and assessing health hazards and issues in such 
sectors as agriculture, industry and environment. Under the 
H&E Initiatives, national action plans were developed 
incorporating health-and-environment strategies in all 
development sectors. The Regional Consultation for Health 
and Environment, held in Maldives in October 1997, reviewed 
the ti&€ initiatives in countries and adopted a document - 
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"Framework for Action" - that calls for key steps to be taken 
by countries in completing their national plans of action for 
health-and-environment, including the strengthening of 
intersectoral coordination, reviewing and develop~ng 
institutional capacities, updating legislation and promoting 
action at the local level. In addition to H&E Initiatives, a 
regional workshop was organized in collaboration with the 
Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University, Thailand. 
The workshop aimed at increasing awareness of managers 
of vector control programmes of eight countries on the need 
to make economic evaluation a part of their planning, 
implementation and evaluation and to instruct managers on 
the application of methodology of cost-effectiveness analysis. 
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