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Prof. Charas Suwanwela, Chairman of the University Council, Chulalongkorn 

University; distinguished members of SEAR-ACHR; distinguished special invitees; 

colleagues and guests; ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 32nd Meeting of the SEA-ACHR.  I 

thank all of you for sparing your valuable time to come to attend the meeting.  I thank 

Professor Charas Suwanwela, Chairman of the University Council, Chulalongkorn 

University, for kindly gracing the opening of the meeting. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The Advisory Committee on Health Research for the WHO South-East Asia 

Region was established in 1976 to advise the Regional Director on matters relating 

to health research of WHO in the Region and especially on policies, strategies and 

specific priorities.  The SEA-ACHR is a part of the “global network” of WHO Advisory 

Committees on Health Research.  The agenda of the ACHR Meeting is framed on 

the basis of the current trends and needs in health research in the Region.  The 

SEA-ACHR meets annually or biennially, depending on the situation.   
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This 32nd Meeting is being held two years after the 31st.  We spent the past 

two years for follow-up on the recommendations of the 31st Meeting.  Therefore, this 

32nd Meeting will pay particular attention to these follow-up actions.  These are 

especially the actions on subjects such as: 

 Regional Strategy on “Research for Health; 

 Regional Policy on Research Aspects of Immunization; 

 Research and Development in areas of Vaccines and Drugs; and 

 Strengthening Country Capacity in Health Research. 

Certainly, during the course of our deliberations some other issues of common 

concern may be brought up for discussion. 

 

Distinguished participants, 

 

At the 31st Meeting, we discussed at length the issues relating to “Research 

for Health”.  In view of the fact that today “health” has gone far beyond the “health 

sector”, health development needs the involvement of the disciplines in sectors other 

than health.  In order to achieve the social goal of HFA, health and all other sectors 

must work together for “health”; either collectively or individually. The goal is to 

achieve the level of health that will permit all people to lead a socially and 

economically productive and satisfied life.  “Health concern” and “health protection” 

must be explicitly reflected in the development policies and programmes of all 

sectors concerned. And therefore, research to support today’s health development is 

no exception. 
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Research for health is to promote research in support of “Healthy Public 

Policies” and “Health in All Policies”.  We at the 31st ACHR Meeting were of the 

opinion that “Research for Health” is a timely idea in today’s health development 

work to support our pursuit towards the HFA goal.  All research results, from both 

within or outside the health sector that can have bearings on health should be 

efficiently coordinated and utilized for supporting the development and 

implementation of policies and programmes towards universal health coverage and 

health for all people. 

 

Distinguished participants, 

 

With the multiplication of stakeholders and partners in health development, 

“research for health”, including “health research”, becomes a complex undertaking 

that requires efficient management and coordination at all levels. Inadequate 

coordination or cooperation among “researchers” and “research institutions” has led 

to wastage of resources due to “unhealthy competition” and “unnecessary 

duplication” of efforts. 

 

As a means to reduce such competition and duplication, the WHO system of 

ACHR has served well as an important platform for promoting coordination and 

networking among researchers and research institutes.  Globally, at the same time, 

there are a number of other international organizations or bodies which serve the 

same purpose of promoting such coordination and cooperation among researchers 

and institutions.  We should get ourselves familiarized with those organizations and 

bodies in order to have better opportunities of getting access to resources for 

research worldwide. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I would like to underline the importance of “research coordination” particularly 

at the “country level”.  We need to ensure the most efficient use of all potential 

resources for research for health this is in particular, those resources that are locally 

available in sectors other than health in individual countries such as agriculture, 

environment and industry.  All in all, we need to always keep in mind that efficiency 

and effectiveness of our efforts in the development and management of health 

policies and programmes depend on the availability and use of research-based 

evidence and information.  Let us forge forward together in the most efficient manner 

to generate adequate research-based evidence for the development of effective 

health policies and programmes.   

 

Distinguished members of the ACHR, special invitees and other participants, 

 

I thank all of you once again for your interest and time spared to attend this 

meeting.  I particularly thank our colleague from WHO headquarters, Dr Tikki Pang, 

for his participation.  Finally, I wish you all productive deliberations and a fruitful 

outcome from the meeting, and I wish your stay in Bangkok be an enjoyable 

experience.   

 

Thank you. 

 


