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 The focus area of this workshop is “Strengthening risk assessment and 

management of public health events under the International Health Regulations (2005)”. 

This is the first workshop in the South-East Asia Region that brings together participants 

from Member States of the South-East Asia Region to focus on this important topic.  

 

 As you are all aware, the South-East Asia Region presents unique challenges in the 

areas of emerging infectious diseases and other public health risks. The Region is home to 

nearly a quarter of the world’s population and the last decade has seen significant 

outbreaks of infectious diseases such as SARS, avian influenza, H5N1, dengue, Nipah 

virus and plague. Last year also saw the emergence of the first influenza pandemic for 40 

years, which has demonstrated the strengths in health systems as well as highlighting the 

areas that can be improved. Allied to this, the pandemic also saw the timely sharing of 

information and the mobilization of expertise and other resources to support response.  
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 The International Health Regulations  (IHR) 2005 have proved to be a very valuable 

framework to facilitate the detection, assessment and reporting of public health events in 

the spirit of international collaboration. It demands collective national and international 

collaboration for risk assessment and risk management. IHR 2005 contains a “decision 

instrument” that helps States and Parties to identify whether a health-related event may 

potentially constitute a public health emergency of international concern which requires 

formal notification to WHO. The IHR (2005) include all hazards and public health events 

such as chemical and nuclear hazards and outbreaks of food-borne diseases which require 

a multidisciplinary approach, expertise and networking. It is therefore, important that public 

health and animal health professionals are participating in this workshop, which will 

contribute to promote better understanding and teamwork in the process of risk 

assessment at the country level.    

 

 Great steps have unquestionably been taken in the Region to both enhance 

surveillance systems needed to detect acute public health events as well as build capacity 

for outbreak response, for example, through the National Field Epidemiology Training 

Programmes and in the formation of national and subnational rapid response teams.  

 

 A strong and sensitive surveillance system aims to detect every possible signal that 

may indicate a serious public health event. However, false alarms do occur from time to 

time, and in addition, not every event actually requires full-scale mobilization of a response 

team. Whenever any public health event is brought to our knowledge, either during the 

course of surveillance or any other means such as even a rumour, we need to undertake a 

risk assessment in order to develop a plan of action. To many people, this assessment is 
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simply a process of applying common sense and some basic epidemiological principles. 

However, risk assessment is increasingly recognized as a distinct discipline which involves 

a rigorous and structured process.  

 

 Approaching risk assessment in this way helps to ensure that any event detected will 

be linked to the right type of response at the right time, that the level of the response is 

proportionate to the scale of the actual event, and that information on the event, and the 

decision taken is communicated to the right people in a timely manner.     

 

 This meeting is, therefore, an important step in ensuring that surveillance and 

response activities in the SEA Region are connected together in the appropriate way. It is 

also building another important block in the development of regional capacity to comply 

with our obligations under the IHR (2005).  

 

 


