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H.E. Mr Tran Tong Toan;  Dr  Dato Tee Ah Sian; Dr Narongskdi;  D r  

Nathawut; Dr Narang;  Honoura ble Partners; Dist inguished 

part ic ipants; Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

On behalf of WHO/South East Asia Region, I welcome you all,  

with great pleasure to this important meeting.   

 

Dengue is a public health problem assuming increasing 

importance. I ts outbreaks are now common in Asia and the Paci f ic.   
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The epidemiological feature of dengue has been changing during 

the past several  years. Generally, i t  is a disease of children under 15 

years of age, in urban areas. Nowadays, dengue is increasingly 

reported in the older chi ldren and adults. And, i t  is spreading outward 

from urban to rural  areas. 

 

Over the past three decades, the incidence of dengue has been 

increasing in several parts of the world. As compared to the number of 

cases dur ing the 1970s;  now, near ly seven t imes more are repor ted. 

 

I t  is estimated that 50 to 100 mil l ion cases of dengue occur 

annually. Out of these, nearly 25,000 were fatal.  The death rates are 

high, i f  treatment is delayed or not proper. Appropriate case 

management by ski l led health personnel can save l ives dramatically. A 

vaccine for prevention of dengue is sti l l  in the process of 

development. 

 

With improved case management, the overall fatal i ty rate has 

shown a downward trend, from 2 in 1986 to 0.8 per cent last year. The 

outbreaks of de ngue usual ly occur dur ing the rainy season. 
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However, due to changes in cl imatic condit ions, this seasonal 

feature does not always fol low the usual pattern. It  is also believed 

that the disease causes substantial economic loss to the affected 

countr ies. In addit ion, i ts outbreaks can lead to a signif icant 

psychological impact on the community.  

 

There are several r isk factors involved in the outbreaks of 

dengue. Unplanned and uncontrol led urbanization can create problems 

in water supply and sol id-waste d isposal .  This leads to the increasing 

breeding sites for the vector. 

 

A weak publ ic health infrastructure to control mosquitos is 

another important factor. The use of materials l ike plastic containers 

and tyres faci l i tate increased mosquito breeding.  

 

Population movement within and among countries is considered 

to be another major cause of the spread of the virus. The vector 

mosquito can also travel  a long way through modern transportat ion. 

 

We are now revisi t ing our strategy for prevent ion and control  of  

dengue. We wil l  have to pay much more attent ion to mult isectoral 

actions and community involvement in the control programme. These 

approaches have to be truly real ized in operat ional terms.  
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Other sectors than health, such as public works and education, 

need to be really on board in vector control measures. In the 

outbreak-prone areas, epidemic preparedness and response must be 

in place, with the ful l  involvement of people. 

 

Surveil lance and warning systems must be developed to ensure 

constant vigi lance. Research, both cl in ical  and operational, has to be 

built in to the prevent ion and control  programme.  

 

Risk communication, through public information and education, 

is very important indeed. This communication must be continuous and 

sustained in the long term. This is an area that needs the ful l  

cooperat ion of the media.  

 

Partnerships with al l  stakeholders, including NGOs; civi l  society 

and international agencies, are necessary. 

 

Through a robust public health system, i t  is bel ieved that we can 

ensure adequate pol i t ical  commitment,  strong support  f rom the publ ic 

and sustainabi l i ty of the control act ivi t ies. Therefore, strengthening 

public health capacity of countries has to be a main component of the 

control programme.  
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This meeting wil l  provide an opportunity to stakeholders to 

review the situation, and identify the remaining challenges. The 

meeting wil l  examine the improved approaches to be used in 

prevention and control efforts. Not less important, the meeting wil l  

help further strengthen the required partners h ips. 

 

We wil l  share our concerns at the seriousness of the disease. 

This common concern wil l  further augment our determination and 

commitment in the f ight against dengue disease.   

 

I  would l ike to take this opportunity to thank the Government of 

Japan fo r their  generous support  to the meet ing.   

 

I  thank the UN agencies, bi lateral partners, foundations and 

others for their interest, and for sparing their valuable time to attend 

this meeting. I also thank the Royal Thai Government and concerned 

Thai off ic ials for host ing this meeting.  I  wish the meeting al l  success, 

and wish al l  the part ic ipants an enjoyable stay in Chiang Mai.   


