
 
 
 

Closing Remarks    

 
 
 
 
 

By 
Dr Samlee Plianbangchang 

Regional Director, WHO South-East Asia  
 

 
 
 

 
At  

 
 
 
 

 
First Meeting of the Regional Technical Advisory Group for 

Emergency Health Actions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Delhi, India 

20-22 December 2007 



First Meeting of the Regional Technical Advisory Group for 
Emergency Health Actions 

 
20-22 December 2007 

 
New Delhi, India 

 
Closing Remarks by  

 
DR SAMLEE PLIANBANGCHANG 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR, WHO SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
 

Dear Colleagues; 

 

 First of all, let me thank all participants of the Advisory Group for their 

contributions to the success of this meeting.  All subjects under deliberations during 

the course of the meeting are indeed very important.  All recommendations derived 

from the meeting will certainly take us a long way forward in strengthening the 

capacity of countries in the South-East Asia Region in the area of Emergency 

Preparedness and Response. 

 

 As all of us are aware, countries in this Region are more prone to natural 

disasters, especially cyclone, flood and earthquake.  We have observed that during 

the recent past, there have been more floods and more cyclones with greater 

severity.  This might be contributed by the climate change, which is an important 

international concern.  Therefore, the EPR programme will continue to be crucially 

important in the foreseeable future. 

 

 Due to many reasons, more people will become vulnerable to the impacts of 

disasters, either natural or man-made.  And the EPR programme will become 

increasingly important to ensure the health security of these vulnerable people. 
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 We will continue doing our best in strengthening country capacity in EPR, 

keeping in mind the most difficult part of this effort.  That is, to ensure effective 

coordination and cooperation among the concerned sectors concerned agencies. 

 

 In the process, we have to keep in mind that health is only a part, even though 

a very important part, of EPR.  Multisectoral coordination and cooperation is difficult, 

either within the national or international context. 

 

 While concentrating attention on the technical details of EPR, we may keep in 

mind that the implementation of these technical interventions will have to be done 

through multisectoral mechanisms. WHO is one of many stakeholders to ensure 

effective implementation of the EPR programme.  Therefore, WHO has to strengthen 

its own capacity to work successfully in the multisectoral environment.  I would like 

this Advisory Group to continue advising WHO on this important aspect; on how 

WHO can work better in such an environment. 

 

 Furthermore, WHO will have to help the country health sector in coordinating 

with other sectors during an emergency, especially in coordinating health inputs from 

international agencies.  Often, WHO has to step out to directly coordinate health 

inputs from international agencies on behalf of the Government, especially in the 

countries with a weak infrastructure.  To be effective, WHO needs competence and 

skills in this area – the area of coordination. 

 

 I would like to mention another important aspect – WHO is a Technical 

agency.  However, during an emergency, WHO may not be able to stay technical all 

the time. WHO may have to get involved in providing emergency health services, 

either public health-wise or medically. 

 

 Filling the service gap during an emergency becomes an unavoidable 

obligation for WHO.  In this case, WHO also needs competence and skills in logistics 
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and management.  The competence and skills that are beyond what it needs for its 

technical function.  WHO needs to orient itself to this requirement. 

 

 This was the first meeting of the Advisory Group.  A number of important 

technical issues were discussed and recommendations made.  I look forward to 

future meetings, when the new areas of our concern will be picked up for 

deliberations. 

 

 To be perfect in EPR is indeed utopian.  However, we can become effective 

and helpful to countries during emergencies as much as they can expect from us.  

We will continue talking technically, while being aware of the reality and practicality 

on the ground.  The ground that, in all cases, I may say, is different.  We have to 

apply our technical interventions, keeping in mind those differences.  Country focus 

and a country-specific approach become an important strategy for us in EPR work. 

 

 Finally, let me once again thank all technical advisers for their valuable time 

and contribution.  I look forward to their usual combined wisdom to guide us in our 

future endeavours in EPR. 

 

 Since we are meeting at this time of the year, allow me also to wish all of you 

a very Merry Christmas 2007 and a very Happy New Year 2008.  And, all the best to 

you all throughout the coming year.  Last but not least, I wish you all a safe and 

enjoyable journey home. 

 

 

 


