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Dist inguished members of the Working Group; Col leagues; Ladies and 

gent lemen: 

 

 With great pleasure, I warmly welcome you all to the meeting of this 

very important Working Group.   

 

 The 2008-2009 Proposed Regional Programme Budget was submitted 

to the 59th session of the WHO Regional  Committee for South -East Asia last 

month.  In the course of i ts review of the proposal, the Regional Committee 

made a num ber of comments and suggestions  a nd requested for 

improvements  in  the document in the l ight of those comments and 

suggest ions. 

 



 

 

2 

 The Committee also authorized the establ ishment of a Working Group, 

consist ing of representatives from all  Member States in the Region to 

further review the proposal.  The Working Group was also given a mandate 

to endorse the f inal version of the proposal on behalf of the Regional 

Committee. 

 

 In preparat ion for this meeting of the Working Group, the Regional 

Off ice has thoroughly reviewed the comments and suggestions of the 

Regional Committee.  And an attempt has been made to improve the 

proposal. 

 

 Now, the improved version of the 2008-2009 Proposed Regional 

Programme Budget is being placed before members of the Working Group 

for further review and endorsement.  I  am sure there is st i l l  room for more 

comments and suggest ions for further improvement. 

 

 The Regional Off ice wil l  continue improving the proposal in l ight of 

the new comments and suggestions, before forwarding the f inal version of 

the programme budget document to Headquarters. 

 

 I  am glad to note that several members of the Working Group also 

attended  th e  59 th session of the Regional Committee.   This wi l l  ensure the 
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continuity  of the discussions on various issues involved.  Such cont inuat ion 

of discussions wil l  certainly enhance the effectiveness of the deliberations 

of the Working Group. 

 

 Al low me to recal l  some of the comments made by the Regional 

Committee.  The Committee commented that Indicators for Strategic 

Object ives should include prior i ty diseases for the Region, such as dengue, 

yaws and ka la-azar. 

 

 The programme budget proposal should also re f lect the current 

regional strategies, such as in m alaria control,  development of heal th 

workforce, and heal th  p romotion. 

 

 I t  was noted that there were gaps between expected results and 

health outcomes; these should be adequately correlated. 

 

 Some targets seemed too ambit ious, hence unachievable; therefore, 

appropr iate adjustment should be made. 

 

 Several specif ic indicators and targets should be suitably revised to 

better ref lect the real i ty of the work to be performed within the concerned 

biennium. 
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 It was also observed that there was an imbalance in resource 

allocation vis -à -vis the burden of diseases, especial ly in the area of 

noncommunicable diseases. 

 

 The Regional Committee also desired that the local specif ic 

challenges, country-specif ic needs, and  regional-specif ic issues be clearly 

ref lected in a well  balanced manner in the Regional Programme Budget 

proposal.  And these chal lenges, needs and issues are adequately 

incorporated in the Global Proposed Programme Budget document. 

 

 In addition, there was a serious concern with budgetary resources for 

implementing the proposed programme budget.  This was especially in the 

area of  voluntary contr ibut ions. 

 

 Some of the comments on the budgetery aspect can be taken care of 

at the regional level.  However, many of the budgetary issues wil l  have to 

be negot iated global ly.  

 

 The Regional Off ice has already paid special attention to these 

issues.  We wil l  do everything possible to ensure adequate funds for 

implementing the proposed Regional Programme Budget.  And to ensure the 

balanced al location of funds among areas of activit ies  according to their 

relat ive priori t ies. 
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 In the process, we wil l  continue placing emphasis on strengthening 

country capacit ies as the overr iding prior i ty.   And more effective 

contr ibution of WHO ’s work to have a health impact in countries wil l  receive 

our due attention. 

 

 On behalf of WHO in the South -East Asia Region, and on my own 

behalf, I thank you wholeheartedly for sparing your valuable t ime to attend 

this important meeting.  With your combined wisdom and solidarity, I  am 

sure, the deliberations of the Working Group wil l  be very fruitful,  and the 

meeting wi l l  be successful ly concluded. 

 

 I look forward to the desired outcome of the meeting and wish you all 

success in your del iberat ions, and a pleasant stay in Delhi . 


