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Chairman; Excellencies; Honourable Health Secretaries; Other 

part icipants; Ladies and gentlemen: 

 

First of all, I would l ike to thank the Honourable Health 

Secretaries and other part icipants for sparing their valuable t ime to 

attend this meeting. 

 

Mr Chairman, I thank you very much for your able leadership in 

conducting the meeting to a successful conclusion.  My thanks are 

also extended to the Co-chairman who led the meeting eff ic ient ly 

during the chairman’s absence. 
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The draft report was very well prepared for review by the 

meeting.  This was the product of the hard work of the Draft ing Group, 

under the leadership of Dr Sjafi i  Ahmed.  I convey my deep 

appreciat ion to the Group. 

 

I must say that this is one of the best Health Secretaries 

Meetings we have had.  The meeting was really interactive, ful l  of free 

and frank discussions.  We were informed of the remarkable progress 

made in the three areas under consideration.  We were also made 

aware that a lot more needs to be done, if we are to achieve the 

health - related MDGs. 

 

We should move forward in a big way in taking fol low -up act ions 

on the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting.  WHO 

stands ready to support and faci l i tate act ions by countr ies .   

 

As much as possible, through our strong col laboration, we 

should act to ensure that things move on the ground as envisaged 

during the course of this meeting.  Whatever we do, the capacity of 

countr ies must be strengthened. 

 

Whatever is developed in countries through our joint efforts must 

be sustainable over the long - term. 
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We need more resources from outside to make our development 

efforts possible.  However, we have to uti l ize those resources wisely, 

in order not to jeopardize the long - term affordabi l i ty of countr ies, 

which is the key element of development sustainabil i ty.  WHO wil l  

continue promoting and supporting regional co-operat ion among 

countr ies. 

 

The Regional Off ice for South -East Asia wil l  continue to ensure 

a stronger role for countries in the Region at the global level, 

especial ly in the Executive Board and at the World Health Assembly. 

 

We wil l  see how to streamline our work to ensure integrated and 

more effective roles of health secretaries and CCPDM.  This wil l  be 

done through the use of WHO programme development and 

management as the entry point.   We wil l  see how to make our 

brief ings for the country delegates to the Executive Board and the 

World Health Assembly more effect ive. 

 

We, in WHO, are bound by the obligation to work with countries, 

to help countries to be better off in health.  We wil l  fai l  i f  we cannot 

meet this obligation, i f  we cannot meet th e expectat ion of countr ies. 

Therefore, please ask for our services whenever there is a need. 
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Through our constant dialogue and good understanding, WHO 

and countries can go a long way in realizing better health for al l  

people. 

 

Now, Mr Chairman, let me conclude by thanking you, and al l  

others once again.  And, I wish all those who are returning home a 

safe journey.  

 


