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Your Excellency, Professor Mya Oo, Deputy Minister of Health, Myanmar;  Honourable 

Health Secretaries; Distinguished Members of the Consultative Committee for Programme 

Development and Management; Distinguished participants; Colleagues;  Ladies and 

gentlemen; 

 

I warmly welcome you all to this joint meeting.  I especially welcome H.E. Prof. Mya 

Oo, Deputy Minister of Health, Myanmar.  First of all, I would like to thank the participants 

for sparing their valuable time to attend this important meeting. 

 

The main purpose of the meeting is to thoroughly prepare for the forthcoming 

session of the Regional Committee (RC) and for the 25th Health Ministers’ Meeting (HMM). 

 

As we are all aware, we will have only 4 days for the two meetings to be held at the 

end of August and the beginning of September.  At the same time, the agenda of the RC 

session is very long, containing many important issues for our consideration. 

 

To ensure that the RC and the HMM will be able to complete their agendas in the 

most efficient and effective manner, this joint meeting is, therefore, convened to make 

thorough preparations for the two meetings.  The agenda of the joint meeting contains all 
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the substantive items of the Regiona l Committee and Health Ministers’ meetings.  It is 

hoped that for all those substantive items, the joint meeting will review them carefully and 

come out with suggested conclusions and recommendations.  These conclusions and 

recommendations will be submitted for consideration of the RC and the Health Ministers’ 

Meeting. 

 

In this connection, there are a few things that I would like to specifically touch upon 

at this stage.  First, on the issue of Regular Budget increase.  We have a 4% increase in 

the RB for the 2008-2009 biennium.  For SEAR, we are getting about 4.6 million US$ from 

this increase. 

 

We have to agree at this joint meeting on how to distribute this 4.6 million US$. 

 

As we are aware, a Regional Health Emergency Fund is being established.  We 

have to decide whether a part of this RB increase will go to this Fund.  If yes, how much - 

we have to decide. 

 

And, as has been practised, 25% of the RB increase will be used for supporting 

Regional Office and Intercountry programmes; 75% will go to the countries. 

 

This meeting has to advise the secretariat on how to divide the 75% among 

countries.  It is important to decide on this distribution now; so that we can have the 

complete budget figures for the RC session. 

 

Also, during this joint meeting, there will be a special meeting on the Global Fund.  

This will be on Tuesday, 3 July in the afternoon.  There is a separate agenda and 

programme prepared for this special meeting on the Global Fund.  Global Fund is the main 

source of funds for supporting HIV/AIDS, Tb and Malaria Control.  We have to work closely 

together to ensure that SEAR will get its fair share from this source of funding. 
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Another subject that I would like to mention is on TDR.  At the last meeting of 

TDR/JCB, the Board made a number of important recommendations.  Those 

recommendations, if fully implemented, will have a far reaching implication on TDR policy, 

strategy and direction. 

 

The countries that attended the last session of the JCB will present the 

recommendations for our deliberations during this joint meeting. 

 

Furthermore, at the last session of the RC, two other important decisions were 

made.  The decisions that need our particular attention at this stage. 

 

Firstly, the SEA Regional Health Emergency Fund which I mentioned earlier.  We 

have to make sure that operational modalities which are realistic and practical are ready for 

submission to RC. 

 

Another important issue is Expansion of Membership of SEAR in the WHO 

Executive Board.  The issue is highly sensitive.  We need to provide the best advice to RC 

on how to move forward. 

 

This joint meeting will work on the draft working papers prepared for the RC session 

and the HMM.  Therefore, the meeting is invited to advice on the improvement of those 

working papers, in terms of form and format, so, that we can have working papers of high 

quality for consideration of the Regional Committee. 

 

Since we have many items on the agenda of this joint meeting, and these items 

cover very important issues of our concern, we have, therefore, planned the meeting 

programme for the entire week, 2-6 July. 
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I hope that this arrangement will not be too tiring for us.  It will be excellent, if we can 

finish the meeting earlier. 

 

We have a strong group of secretariat.  Please call for help whenever required. 

 

Let me also remind that the RC session is the meeting of Member States.  It is the 

only WHO constitutional body in the Region.  It is the Member States’ forum.  WHO staff 

members are facilitating and providing secretariat back up, as required. 

 

Therefore, we have to make sure by working hard together now; so that our RC 

session will be conducted successfully. 

 

Once again, I thank the participants for their valuable time and contribution to the 

outcome of the meeting. 

 

Finally, I wish this joint meeting all success.  And I wish the Health Secretaries and 

members of the CCPDM an enjoyable stay in Delhi. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


