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Your Excellency Mr Mahinda Rajapakse, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 

Sri Lanka, Honourable Minister, Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva, Honourable guests, Ladies and 

gentlemen, 

 

It is indeed a great privilege and an honour for me to felicitate Honourable Minister, 

Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva, Minister of Healthcare and Nutrition of the Government of Sri 

Lanka, for his outstanding contribution to tobacco control in Sri Lanka.  

 

I also take this opportunity to warmly congratulate the Honourable Minister on his 

being honoured with the World No-Tobacco Day Award 2007. 

 

Sri Lanka is one of the Member States of the World Health Organization (WHO) 

South-East Asia Region to have achieved significant progress in the area of tobacco 

control.  

 

Before 1990, the Sri Lankan Government’s policy was limited to health warnings on 

cigarette packets and an excise tax imposed on manufactured cigarettes.  The Government 

later added a tax on tobacco leaf, and increased tax on manufactured cigarettes as well as 

other tobacco products.  Following these measures, tobacco consumption in an adult in Sri 

Lanka declined by 20% during the period 1990 to 2000.  The Global Youth Tobacco Survey 
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conducted in the country in 2003 reflected the downward trend of tobacco use among 

schoolchildren.   

 

Sri Lanka is the first country in the Region, and among the first few countries in the 

world, that ratified the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control immediately after 

its adoption by the World Health Assembly.  This reflects the deep commitment of the Sri 

Lankan Government to tobacco control. 

 

Recognizing the harmful effects of alcohol and tobacco use, the President of Sri 

Lanka in 1995 commissioned a group of academics and professionals to draft a national 

policy on alcohol and tobacco control.  This policy was presented to the President in 

November 1997.  A Presidential Task Force on Alcohol and Tobacco Control was set up to 

formulate a bill on National Authority on the subject.   

 

With strategic and successful negotiation, Honourable Minister Mr Nimal Siripala de 

Silva successfully led the effort through the parliamentary process to the enactment of the 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol Act, 2006.  This legislation is addressing the 

prevention and control of tobacco use and harmful use of alcohol, thereby significantly 

contributing to the control of noncommunicable diseases in Sri Lanka.  

 

The law particularly provides for comprehensive measures for the control of tobacco 

use.  Some of these measures even fall outside the purview of the WHO Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control.  These include the ban on tobacco sales to minors up to 

the age of 21 years. 

 

Achievements in the area of tobacco control in Sri Lanka were made possible due to 

the deep commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka.  And the commitment of the Ministry 

of Healthcare and Nutrition, under the able and dynamic leadership of honourable minister 

Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva. 
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The “World No-Tobacco Day Award for 2007” being conferred on honourable 

minister Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva is, therefore, a befitting recognition of his personal 

commitment, dedication, unrelenting efforts and leadership in advancing the tobacco 

control agenda in Sri Lanka.  The honourable minister’s stewardship and vision are widely 

recognized in the South-East Asia Region as well as elsewhere.  I sincerely hope that 

under the able leadership of honourable minister Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva the campaign 

against tobacco use in Sri Lanka will continue to gain accelerated momentum. 

 

WHO would like to take this opportunity to honour honourable minister Mr Nimal 

Siripala de Silva for his outstanding contribution to the enactment of tobacco control 

legislation, and for his efforts to enhance preventive interventions against 

noncommunicable diseases in Sri Lanka.  

 

As Regional Director of the World Health Organization’s, South-East Asia Region, I 

am very pleased with this recognition for the Honourable Minister.  I feel highly honoured 

and have great pleasure in presenting the global award, and a regional plaque to 

honourable minister Mr Nimal Siripala de Silva, in recognition and appreciation of his 

outstanding contributions to tobacco control in his country in particular and elsewhere. 

 

Before concluding, I would like to assure you of WHO’s intensified support to Sri 

Lanka in implementing the National Alcohol and Tobacco Control Act, and in implementing 

the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  With the unwavering determination 

and commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka, WHO is looking forward to the day when 

Sri Lanka becomes a tobacco-free country. 

 

I thank you all for your kind attention.  Thank you. 

 
 


