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At the Second Session of the Executive Board, a proposal by the Interim 

Co-ordinating Committee on Medical and Biological Abstracting of UNESCO for 

the preparation and publication of a World List of Medical and Biological 

Periodicals was considered. The Board requested the Director-General "to 

obtain further data on this proposal and to report to a future session of 

the Board."1 

At a meeting of the Interim Co-ordinating Committee on Medical and Bio-

logical Abstracting held on 1-4 June 1949 this proposal was again discussed, 

and it was agreed that a World List of medical and biological periodicals 

would be of great value, and that the publication of such a list, with a . 

standard form of abbreviations of titles, would contribute to uniformity;''Of 

bibliographical citations in medical and biological literature. Accordingly, 

the committee recommended that a list of medical and bioloGp.cal journals with 

appropriate abbreviations should be published. At the same meeting, the 

terms of reference of the Committee were extended, and its title was changed 

to "Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing in the Medical and 

Biological Sciences." 

The following periodicals and organizations are represented on this 

Committeeî 

Abstracts of World Medicine, British Medical Association (UK) 

American Medical Association (USA) 

Biological Abstracts (USA) 

British Abstracts (UK) 

British Medical Journal, British Medical Association (UK) 

Bulletin de l'Institut Pasteur (France) 

Bureau of Hygiene and Tropical Diseases (UK) 

Chemical Abstracts (USA) 

Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux (UK) 

Excerpta Medica (Netherlands) 

Medical Library Association (USA) 

Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews (UK) 

La Semaine des Hôpitaux (France) 

The proposal for a World List of Medical and Biological Periodicals was 

referred for more detailed discussion on 28/29 October 1949 by the following 

^ f f Rec. World Hlth 0rdt 14, Я4. 
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members of the Executive Committee of the Co-ordinating Committee: 

Dr. H.A. Clegg (Chairman: British Medical Journal) 

Prof. L. Justin-Besançon (La Semaine des Hôpitaux) 

Dr. I . Leitch (Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews) 

Dr. M. Lwoff (Bulletin de l'Institut Pasteur) 

Dr. Mo Woerdeman (Excerpta Medica) 

An Observer from WHO attended both meetings, and WHO has contributed to 

their cost. 

The following recommendations were made: 

1. The List should contain the titles of all medical journals of 

•which particulars could be found. 

2. Only such biological journals as were covered by the.abstracting 

agencies represented on the Committee should be included. . 

3, Certain annual publications should be included in the List. 

4, Dental journals should be included, but not nursing journals. 

5a The titles of the journals should be arranged alphabetically 

and numbered, and no attempt should be made to classify them according 

to countries or subjects, 

6. Each entry should contain the following particularsj full title 

of periodical； symbol indicating language if not that of country of 

publication; full transliteration of Slavonic and oriental titles; 

abbreviation of title in accordance with the conventions adopted in the 

World List of Scientific' Periodicals； frequency of publication to be 

indicated by a numberj name of publisher] town and country of publi-

cation; symbols indicating which abstracting organizations cover the 

periodical. 

7. The List should be indexed according to country and subject. 

8. An expert should be commissioned to compile the List. 

9. Arrangements should be made to publish the List late in 1950, 

The following additional specifications and estimate of costs have been 

The estimated cost with cloth-binding is $3,570, or $2.10 per copy. 

Copies m i l be placed on sale at a price to be determined later. 

UNESCO has proposed that the cost of printing and paper should be shared 

equally by UNESCO and 丽 0 . This could be done without increasing the grant 

of ^6,000 budgeted for 1950 for co-operation with UNESCO in the co-ordination 

1 Off. Rec, World Hlth, Org. 18, 166 
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Number of pages 
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of medical and biological abstracting services. 

If the Board approves WHO financial participation in this project, 

it is suggested that the following resolution may be adopted: 

The Executive Board 

HAVING CONSIDERED proposals made by the Co-ordinating Committee on 

Abstracting and Indexing in the Medical and Biological Sciences of 

UNESCO for the publication of a World List of Medical and Biological 

Periodicals, and the estimates of the cost thereof 

RESOLVES that the World Health Organization should share equally 

with UNESCO the cost of production of such a publication, providing 

that WHO participation in the work of the Co-ordinating Committee 

on Abstracting and Indexing in the Medical and Biological Sciences . 

shall not exceed the 16,000 approved by the Second World Health 

Assembly and subject to the following conditions: 

1， The List should be issued as a joint UNESCO/TOO publication; 

2. Á sufficient number of copies should be made available without 

charge to WHO for distribution to Member States, national health 

administrations, and certain national medical libraries] 

3. Any receipts from sales should, after deduction of any additional 

expenses which UNESCO may have incurred in the production of the 

L i s t， be shared equally between UNESCO and WHO. 


