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The Director-General has the honour to transmit to members of 

the Executive Board document WHO/Epid/28, the Report of the Expert 

Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine on its 

second session, held in Geneva from 5 to 14 December 1949. 

Five documents are attached to the reports 

(1) Draft International Sanitary Regulations (document vliH0/Epid/29) 

(2) Draft Supplementary Regulations on Measures applicable to the 

Red Sea Area during the Mecca Pilgrimage Season (document 

Yffl0/Epid/30) 

(3) Safety and Sanitary Standards for the Protection and Welfare 

of Mecca Pilgrims transported by Sea and Air (document 

1H0/Epid/31) 

(4) A Kote, presentad by Dr. K.C.K.E. Raja, of dissent to the 

text of Article 65 of the draft Regulations as adopted by 

the expert committee (document WHO/Epid/双） 

(5) The Report of the Section on Quarantine of the Expert Committee 

on International Epidemiology and Quarantine on its second 

session (document Yffl0/Q/30). 

The Board, may wish to decide whether the draft Regulations and 

Supplementary Regulations alluded to above meet its views and constitute 

a satisfactory basis for the international control of epidemics. 

If so, it is suggested that these drafts, after being completed 

as to clauses concerning protocol and examined as to legal phraseology 

by the Legal Sub-Committee set up for the purpose, be submitted for 

observations to all Member States, to the intergovernmental agencies 

concerned and also to those international non-governmental associations 

which are directly concerned with maritime, air and land traffic and 

may contribute useful suggestions. 
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The official observations and non -official suggestions could be 

considered by the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and 

Quarantine in the autumn and taken into account, insofar as practical 

and advisable, in a revision then made of tiie draft Regulations. 

After a further review by the Executive Board, the revised drafts 

could be sent to governments for examination, discussion and eventual 

adoption by the Fourth World Health Assembly. 

The Safety and Sanitary Standards for the Protection and Welfare of 

Mecca Pilgrims transported by Sea and by Air1 seem to extend beyond the 

field of health proper and to touch the fields of intergovernmental 

agencies dealing with maritime and air traffic. The Board may therefore 

wish to have the document referred to the United Nations and ICAO for 

observations and possibly for action. It is conceivable that the Inter-

governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, when fully constituted, 

may wish to take advantage of the sanitary standards suggested by УМ0 in 

drafting regulations on ship design and operation. 

The Board will observe that the committee e^ressed the desire to 

obtain more information on the methods of disinsecting ships of various 

tonnage - their practicability, efficiency and cost - and may therefore 

desire to instruct accordingly the Expert Committee on Insecticides. 

In view of the above, the Executive Board may wish to adopt the 

following resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. DECIDES to submit, for observations, to Member States and to 

interested international agencies, the draft International Sanitary 

Regulations and Supplementary Regulations relating to the Protection 

of the Mecca Pilgrimage prepared by the Expert Committee on Inter-

national Epidemiology and Quarantine; 

2 ' DECIDES to refer to the United Nations and ICAO the draft Safety and 

Sanitary standards for Pilgrim Ships and Aircraft prepared by the 

same expert committee; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to make arrangements for the Expert 

Committee on Insecticides, including appropriate specialists on 

shipping matters, to study the practicability and efficiency of 

existing methods for the disinsection of ships, such study to include 

the witnessing of actual disinsecting operations in a countiy where 

they are routine practice; 

Document 1YH0/Epid/31 
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4. NOTES the Report of the Expert Committee on its second session and 

AUTHORIZES its publication; 

5. NOTES the Report of the second session of the Committee's Section 

on Quarantine and 

AUTHORIZES its publication; 

6. EXPRESSES its satisfaction that a nxmiber of complaints by govern-

ments relating to sanitary measures taken by other governments 

exceeding the provisions of the International Sanitary Conventions 

have been settled without recourse to foraal proceedings. 


