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Your Excellency, Members of the Technical Advisory Group, Representatives of Partner 

Agencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Tenth Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Egypt. I would like to reiterate my gratitude 

to the TAG members for their continued guidance in the efforts to eradicate poliomyelitis 

from Egypt and from the Region as a whole. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to 

H.E. Dr Hatem Elgabali, Minister of Health and Population, and all the staff of the Ministry 

and to acknowledge their sincere commitment and the significant efforts made to achieve the 

target of polio eradication from Egypt. It is a pleasure to have with us also representatives of 

our close partners, particularly UNICEF, USAID, Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Atlanta, USA, Rotary International, the Government of Japan, and colleagues 

from WHO headquarters and the WHO country office in Egypt. 
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Dear Colleagues, 
 

Your close monitoring of polio eradication activities in Egypt and your constructive 

recommendations over the previous meetings have been very instrumental in achieving a 

polio-free Egypt. The acceptance and implementation of your recommendations by the 

Ministry of Health and Population should be equally commended. I wish to take this 

opportunity to acknowledge the personal interest and support of his Excellency Dr Hatem 

Elgabali, for the continued efforts of the Government of Egypt in poliomyelitis eradication 

until certification. I wish also to acknowledge the commitment and devotion of the national 

programme officers at all levels. I take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation 

for the significant support extended by the Egyptian Ministry of Health to other programmes 

of polio eradication, not only in our Region, but even in other Regions and specifically the 

support given to Nigeria. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

Your meeting today is the first since Egypt was declared polio-free in January last 

year. I am pleased to note that since the last wild virus was isolated in January 2005, more 

than two years ago, no wild virus has been detected, whether among AFP cases or in the 

environmental samples. However, we all know that the risk of re-introduction of the virus 

will remain as long as the wild virus is circulating in any part of the world.   

 

The set back that occurred in the past 2 years to the global programme due to the 

spread of wild virus out of Nigeria, and the re-infection of several countries inside and 

outside our region taught us many lessons. For Egypt in particular, and with the long 

struggle against the poliovirus over the past two decades, it is essential to protect the 

historical achievement of interruption of virus transmission. As you are all aware, the world 

is becoming a smaller village every day and population movement between countries is 

increasing. Therefore, every effort must be made to ensure that the preparedness plan to 

address importation is implemented fully.  

 

The main guard against importation is keeping very high immunity levels in the 

population. It is reassuring that the routine immunization coverage in Egypt is high. 
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However, there is always the possibility of underserved pockets of populations, and the need 

to maintain homogeneous high population immunity is constant. The guidance of the TAG 

in this respect, especially with regard to possible supplementary immunization activities, is 

essential.  

 

It is equally important to maintain a highly sensitive surveillance system at national 

and subnational levels, to ensure rapid detection of and timely response to any possible 

importation of virus. You will have the chance during the meeting to discuss the details of 

the system and identify any remaining gaps, and to provide your advice and 

recommendations. I am sure the Government of Egypt and the Ministry of Health and 

Population will, as usual, be receptive to your guidance and very keen to implement your 

recommendations.    

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the strong collaboration and support 

extended to the programme from the partners, particularly UNICEF, Rotary International, 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, JICA and USAID. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you again for taking the time from your busy 

schedules to attend this meeting and we all look forward to your valuable guidance and 

recommendations.  

 

All that remains for me is to wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 


