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0Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear 

Colleagues, 

I am pleased to welcome you to this Regional Workshop on Adaptation Strategies to 

Protect Health Under Climate Variability and Change in Water Stressed Countries in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region, convened by the Regional Centre for Environmental Health 

Activities of the World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. 

I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government of Jordan for hosting this 

workshop. I thank His Excellency Mr Saeed Darwazeh, Minister of Health, for agreeing to 

inaugurate the workshop and extend my appreciation to all of the experts and participants for 

sparing the time and making the effort to contribute in this workshop.  

 

  

 



 2

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The health of any human population is closely connected to the social and natural 

environment. The state of the environment affects human health, and the elements of the 

environment that are supportive to good health have largely been identified.  For these 

reasons, WHO advocates the protection of the environment, and thus health. WHO’s work in 

the field of environmental health is a constantly active and vigilant process that needs to be 

integrated into economic development analysis and decision-making. 

Currently, one of the most worrying environmental concerns is the potential adverse 

impact on human health that can be brought about by climate change and variability. It is 

established now that global warming is likely to seriously disrupt the natural balance of the 

world’s climate.  Climate change may impact health on many fronts. Fresh water supply and 

food production may be compromised by a changing climate. Climate-associated natural 

disasters may become more frequent and/or severe. The geographical distribution of certain 

vectors may change, spreading diseases in previously unexposed populations. Heatwaves 

will take their toll on vulnerable populations, such as the elderly and children.  Figures from 

WHO reports of 2003 demonstrate the potential impact of climate variability on health 

indicating that the number of worldwide extreme climate events increased from 1848 in the 

1980s  to 2078 in the 1990s. The number of people affected increased from 1336 million in 

the 1980s to 1851 million in the 1990s. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the number of 

extreme climate events in the 1990s was 139 which killed 14 000 and affected 36.1 million.   

The burden of disease assessment published in WHO’s World Health Report 2002 

indicates that over 150 000 people are estimated to have died in 2000 as a direct or indirect 

result of climate change. Climate change was estimated to be responsible for 2.4% of 

worldwide diarrhoea and 6% of malaria in some middle income countries in 2000.   

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The goals of this meeting are to increase knowledge on climate-sensitive health 

problems in your respective countries and the Region; assess adaptation mechanisms to 

protect health; identify key actions that can be taken by the health sector and other health- 
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related sectors to protect health; and identify capacity-building requirements for countries to 

enable implementation of adaptation strategies and measures. 

The health impacts of climate change and variability must be examined. National 

assessments, even if approximate, of the potential health impacts of climate change are 

essential inputs as evidence underpinning national policies on measures to protect public 

health. Adaptation strategies must be considered, in order to reduce additional disease 

burden, injuries, disabilities and death due to climate change and variability. Adaptation to 

the health hazards of climate change can be both proactive and reactive, and can occur at the 

government, population, community and individual levels. Adaptation measures to climate 

change may require more than financial resources, technology and public health 

infrastructure. Education, awareness-raising and the creation of an environment that enables 

people to take well informed, long-term sustainable decisions are all needed. 

To ensure that our work remains focused, we should primarily concentrate our efforts 

where they are needed most. One of the key environmental concerns in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region is the chronic scarcity of water supplies which is likely to worsen 

with the impact of climate change and variability. Exploring adaptive measures for 

protecting public health from the adverse effects of water scarcity is a priority in the Region.  

The final results of this four-day workshop will be reflected in your recommendations 

for common action. It is important to identify key “non-regret” options that are 

implementable and where our investment is valid for today’s problems, as well as for 

problems likely to be made worse by climate change in future. 

Finally, I wish you all a very productive meeting and happy and pleasant stay in this 

beautiful city of Amman 


