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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome members of the Regional Certification 

Commission to the Thirteenth Meeting of the Regional Commission for Certification of 

Poliomyelitis Eradication. I wish also to welcome chairpersons of the national 

certification committees and national staff responsible for polio eradication, as well as 

representatives of the Regional Certification Commissions for the WHO African and 

South-East Asia Regions, representatives of Rotary International and WHO staff from 

headquarters and other regional offices.   

 

Mr Chairman,  

 

As we enter the critical, and hopefully the final, stages of polio eradication, I 

would like to express my appreciation and admiration for the sustained commitment of 
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the members of the Commission and chairpersons of national certification committees, 

and for the painstaking efforts of the national programme managers and their staff to 

achieve the goal of polio eradication. 

 

The persistence of transmission in selected foci in Egypt, Afghanistan and some 

districts in Pakistan continues to challenge the polio eradication programme. Later you 

will be hearing a detailed overview of regional progress. Here I will refer only to the 

considerable setback faced by the programme due to the epidemic in Sudan and its 

potential for spread, as shown by the discovery of two imported cases in Saudi Arabia. 

This underscores the need to be on guard for importation by maintaining certification-

quality surveillance for AFP and by ensuring a high level of immunity through routine 

immunization coverage and through supplementary immunization activities, particularly 

in areas and populations at risk  

 

I am pleased to note the close collaboration between countries of the African and 

Eastern Mediterranean Regions, and between the two Regional Certification 

Commissions. The recent meeting between countries neighbouring Sudan in February 

this year is a landmark in this regard. We have also noted the coordinated NID campaign 

at the end of February in all countries in east and central Africa. We need to continue to 

forge still closer collaboration between neighbouring countries of the two regions. In this 

regard, I wish to acknowledge the participation of representatives of the Regional 

Certification Commission and Regional Office for Africa, and to welcome as well 

representatives from the Regional Offices for Europe and South-East Asia. 

 

In the presence of the unique commitment to polio eradication by the highest 

political authorities in the countries of the Region, and to the maintenance of polio-free 

status in those countries where transmission has ceased, there should be no diminution in 

the attention being paid to eradication-related activities. I fully realize that communities 

and programme staff in both polio-free and endemic countries may be feeling a certain 

amount of fatigue in the face of the repeated rounds of immunization campaigns and the 

reporting requirement for AFP surveillance. I want to assure you that the Regional Office 
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will continue to extend all the support necessary to national authorities and to the national 

certification committees until the certification of polio eradication from the Region. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to emphasize the need for complete and 

timely reporting by the national committees to the Regional Commission for 

Certification. In particular, I urge the chairpersons of national certification committees to 

follow up the completion of the first phase of laboratory containment of wild poliovirus, 

including the submission of a report on quality assurance of laboratory survey using 

WHO guidelines, by the end of this year.    

 

Your decision to invite the remaining endemic countries to submit provisional 

national reports was a wise one. I was pleased to learn that you will review such a report 

from Afghanistan during this meeting, as well as follow-up reports from Egypt and 

Pakistan at your next meeting later this year. I was also happy to note that the 

Commission, as a preliminary step towards certification, will be considering the first set 

of final national reports during this meeting.  

 

Mr Chairman,  

 

Based on the very positive outcome of your own recent visit to Pakistan, I would 

like to impose on your already busy schedule and suggest further such visits by yourself 

and by other members of the Commission to the remaining endemic countries, and to 

those polio-free countries at special risk of importation or where there are indications that 

programme activities are in danger of being compromised. 

 

I wish you all a very productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo.   


