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Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Today we are honouring blood donors: those individuals who give of themselves 

to help others in need and unknown to themselves. Much progress is being made in 

increasing the global supply of safe blood, and there is a steady increase in the number of 

voluntary non-remunerated blood donors being seen in many countries which previously 

have relied on family/replacement and/or paid donors.  

Just last month, The WHO Executive Board approved 14 June as World Blood 

Donor Day and we look forward to celebrating this occasion every year. In 2005 the Day 

itself was launched in London, England.  

 

  

 



 2

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

World Blood Donor Day is important because it serves as a reminder that every 

second, somewhere, someone in the world needs blood. Evidence from around the world 

demonstrates that voluntary, non-remunerated donors who give blood regularly are the 

foundation of a safe blood supply because they are least likely to transmit HIV and other 

infections through their blood. 

The need for blood is massive. Globally over 500 000 women die each year 

during pregnancy or delivery. Around 25% of these deaths result from massive obstetric 

bleeding, for which transfusion is invariably required. The number of maternal deaths 

could be reduced if safe blood was available universally. Road traffic accidents are the 

second leading cause of death in the world and a leading cause of serious injury for 

children and young people of both sexes between 5 and 29 years of age. Intensive 

transfusion support is often required in the treatment of major trauma. Globally, over 81 

million units of blood are collected annually; only 27 million of these are collected in low 

and middle-income countries where 82% of the world’s population live. Unfortunately 

these include many of the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me tell you about an exemplary initiative, the Club 25/Pledge 25 programme, 

which was launched in 1989 in Zimbabwe. A previously untapped pool of low-risk 

donors was targeted and one such school-age blood donor at the time suggested it might 

be a good idea if young people pledged to give 25 blood donations by the age of 25 years. 

Soon, many students started committing themselves to the idea and the formation of the 

first “Pledge 25 Club” took place. Now around 70% of blood collected in Zimbabwe is 

donated by school students and Pledge 25 Club members. 

This initiative is now beginning to appeal to teenagers across the world, and data 

is coming to hand that suggests that programmes of this kind have been particularly 

successful in keeping young people protected from HIV and other infections because part 

of their pledge is that they will maintain healthy life-styles in order to provide the safest 
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blood. In Zimbabwe the HIV infection rates among blood donors fell from 4.45% in 1989 

to 0.61% in 2001, in a country where infection rate in the sexually active population was 

33.7% at the time. Let us learn from this example of youth mobilization, enthusiasm and 

commitment. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Please share with me in recognizing and applauding our blood donors today; and 

let’s hope that the near future will bring more good news on safe blood in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. 

Thank you 


