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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a pleasure to welcome all of you to the Regional Training Course for Trainers on 

Dissemination and Promotion of the Use of Low Cost Methods for Water Disinfection 

during Emergencies.  

As all of you know, in 2002 around 1.1 billion people of the world's population did not 

have access to improved sources of water. Around 17% of the population in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region do not have access to an improved water source, the majority of 

whom reside in rural areas.  
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Every year, around 2.2 million people in the world die of basic hygiene-related 

diseases, such as diarrhoea. The great majority are children in developing countries. In four 

Member States of this Region, the infant mortality rate is higher than 100 per 1000 live 

births. The highest rates are linked with the lowest percentage of population with access to 

safe drinking-water. 

Interventions in hygiene, sanitation and water supply make proven contributors to 

controlling this disease burden. For decades, universal access to safe water and sanitation has 

been promoted as an essential step in reducing this preventable disease burden. Achieving 

universal access is an important long-term goal. Nevertheless the target of universal access 

to improved water sources and basic sanitation remains elusive. The Millennium 

Development Goals established the lesser but still ambitious goal of halving the proportion 

of people without access to safe water by 2015.  

How to accelerate health gains against this long-term backdrop and especially among 

the most affected populations is an important challenge. There is now conclusive evidence 

that simple, acceptable, low-cost interventions, such as low-cost disinfection at the 

household and community level, are capable of dramatically improving the microbial quality 

of household stored water and reducing the attendant risks of diarrhoeal disease and death. 

For low-income populations and those without central disinfection systems, or where 

the central systems do not function properly, the use of effective technologies for household 

water treatment is likely to have direct beneficial effects, in the form of a reduction in 

infectious diseases, as well as greater productivity and other associated benefits from 

improved health. Household water treatment can often provide these benefits to underserved 

populations much more quickly than it will take to design, install and deliver piped 

community water supplies.  

This training course for trainers will describe the importance of disinfection in 

providing safe drinking-water and the trainees will be acquainted with the key disinfectants 

evaluated and discussed in the CEHA publication Guide to promotion of drinking-water 

disinfection in emergencies, and will describe their principal characteristics and 

effectiveness. 
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Disinfection of drinking-water is essential if we are to protect the public from 

outbreaks of waterborne infectious and parasitic diseases. Because of the importance of 

affordability in the provision of safe water, some of the most promising household water 

treatments and their implementation strategies will be included in this course. The course 

will also present and review data on the ability of these household water treatment 

disinfection methods to provide water that has improved microbiological quality and lower 

risk of waterborne diarrhoeal and other infectious disease. 

I hope that successful completion of this practical training course will ensure your 

capability to work as trainers in the field. I hope that all of you will return home armed with 

knowledge in the field of low cost disinfection and will work hard to disseminate what you 

have learned in this course to the needy people in your countries.  

I wish all of you success and take this opportunity to express my great gratitude to the 

Government of Jordan for all the assistance they give the WHO Centre for Environmental 

Health Activities in implementing their programmes.  

 


