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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear 

Colleagues, 

I am pleased to welcome you to this Regional Consultation on the Health and 

Environment Linkages Initiative (HELI) and Children’s Environmental Health Indicators 

(CEHI) convened by the Centre for Environmental Health Activities of the World Health 

Organization Regional Office for Eastern Mediterranean in collaboration with the Islamic 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government of 

Jordan for hosting this consultation. I would like also to thank His Excellency Mr Saeed 
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Darwazeh, Minister of Health, for agreeing to inaugurate the consultation. I would like to 

thank the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) for their joint 

support to this consultation. I would also like to extend my appreciation and thanks to all of 

the experts and participants for sparing the time and making the effort to contribute in this 

consultation.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

From longstanding to emerging hazards, environmental factors are the root cause of a 

significant burden of death, disease and disability, globally and particularly in developing 

countries. They range from poor quality water supply and poor sanitation, vector-borne 

disease and air pollution to toxic chemical exposures, climate change and degraded urban 

environments. The resulting impacts are estimated to cause over 25% of death and disease 

globally, reaching nearly 35% in some poor regions. Much of this burden rests upon the 

shoulders of the poor and of vulnerable groups. Children under the age of 5 years are more 

vulnerable to environmental hazards, with more than 40% of the global burden of diseases 

attributed to environmental factors. Children are, too often, the victims of the environment; 

they are more likely than adults to lose their lives in natural disasters, and to be injured or 

maimed on the roads, and they are the most innocent victims of war. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) joined forces with other partners at the 2002 World Summit on 

Sustainable Development (WSSD) to launch the Healthy Environments for Children 

Alliance (HECA), Health and Environment Linkages Initiative (HELI) and the Global 

Initiative on Children’s Environmental Health Indicators (CEHI). 

HELI aims to bolster environmental health by identifying key policy decisions 

affecting environmental health, disseminate scientific knowledge on the linkages between 

environment and human health and enhance the capacity of governments, nongovernmental 

organizations and other stakeholders to consider environment and health in decision-making. 

In the same context, CEHI aims to improve assessment of children’s environmental health 

conditions, monitor the achievements of interventions and facilitate the ability of policy-

makers to improve environmental conditions for children. 
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The objectives of CEHI and the Health and Environment Linkages Initiative (HELI), 

are complementary and mutually reinforcing. On the one hand, the activities under HELI 

will help inform CEHI about the needs of decision-makers and about the types of 

information that will trigger them to decide on appropriate interventions or policies. The 

work of CEHI, on the other hand, will help provide the data and indicators that decision-

makers need. 

The regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities –CEHA– was established in 

1985 to address environmental health as one of the main determinants of health. The 

Regional Office and CEHA launched the children’s environmental health initiative within 

the Region in 2002 and the Regional Committee at its 50th Session in 2003 called on 

Member States to develop and implement strategies that will result in increased support from 

donors and involvement of communities and nongovernmental organizations to ensure safer 

environments for children. 

The Regional Office, through CEHA, joined the global initiative on Health and 

Environment Linkages in 2004 and a HELI pilot project was launched in Jordan. 

Considering the severe water scarcity experienced by many countries in the Region and 

considering the critical importance of water to health and sustainable development, it is not 

surprising that the Jordanian pilot project should address the health, environmental and 

economic costs and benefits of water efficiency measures and policies, which are extremely 

important for enhancing water security in Member States of the Region.  

The Regional Office also joined the Global Initiative on Children’s Environmental 

Health Indicators in 2003, with two pilot projects in Tunisia and Oman. The objective of 

these projects is to build capacity in the two countries to assess the state of children’s 

environmental health and to provide better understanding of priority environmental risk 

factors affecting children’s health to ensure decision-making that will improve children’s 

environmental health. We are very pleased to see that Oman and Tunisia decided to scale up 

these pilot projects to a national level assessment. Assessment of the state of children’s 

environmental health conditions is under way in the Islamic Republic of Iran and is planned 

very shortly in Pakistan and Yemen. 
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Additionally and in response to several requests from Member States, the Regional 

Office and CEHA launched in 2004 a four-year process to derive the minimum household 

water security requirements for health. Studies were sponsored in Morocco and Lebanon. 

Another larger scale study is under way in Jordan. These studies, together with the HELI 

pilot project in Jordan and the CEHI pilot projects in Oman and Tunisia, apply risk 

assessment techniques to examine the linkages between water availability in households and 

water consumption on the one hand, and the incidence of disease on the other. The objective 

is generating evidence for WHO guidance on household water security for health.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

During this consultation, together we must focus on scaling up our efforts beyond the 

pilot applications within and outside the countries concerned. Within the pilot countries, we 

need to translate our global knowledge base and tools on environmental and health linkages 

into practical policy tools and action at the country level, incorporating environmental and 

health considerations into social, economic and political decisions. We must also 

demonstrate  that understanding the clear linkage between the environment and health makes 

good public policy sense, that in the broader and long-term perspective: what is good for the 

environment can be good for health and good for development. At the end of the workshop, 

we must draw up plans and seek resources and commitment to scale up HELI and CEHI 

beyond the pilot projects.  

Finally, let me thank you again, Your Excellency, for inaugurating this occasion and I 

wish you all a very productive meeting and happy and pleasant stay in this beautiful city of 

Amman 

 


