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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 

It gives us great pleasure to welcome you to perhaps the first scientific activity in 

Pakistan since the terrible earthquake, which horrified us all with its loss of life, level of 

injury and destruction of homes and lives, leaving so many without shelter, food or aid. 

 

Truly, such catastrophes bring us all together. We were very proud to see Pakistan 

pulling together to face this natural disaster. Among those who set an example, and who is 

here with us today, is Dr Adib Rizvi and the Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation 

(SUIT), who put together three hospitals in the devastated areas for surgical care of the 

injured and for dialysis support.   

 

I hope that WHO’s intervention continues to give support to the Ministry of Health in its 

endeavour to reestablish the health system in the affected areas. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

Cell, tissue and organ transplantation raise many ethical, legal, cultural and clinical 

issues.  In 1991 the World Health Assembly endorsed Guiding Principles on Human Organ 

Transplantation.  These principles were developed following earlier World Health Assembly 

resolutions in 1987 and 1989, which primarily arose due to concerns about the commercial 

trafficking of human organs. 

 

The field of transplantation has become increasingly complex and has continued to 

develop rapidly over the past few years.  Issues related to transplantation were considered 

again in May 2004, when the World Health Assembly endorsed a resolution (WHA57.18) 

which, among other things, stressed the importance of effective oversight by national health 

authorities of allogeneic (human to human) and xenogeneic (animal to human) 

transplantation activities. This resolution also requested the Director-General of WHO to 

update the Guiding Principles on Human Organ Transplantation, in the light of data collected 

on the practices, safety, quality efficacy and epidemiology of transplantation, as well as on 

ethical issues.  In addition, WHO was requested to promote international cooperation to 

facilitate the access of citizens to therapeutic allogeneic transplant procedures, and to 

facilitate international collaboration and communication on issues relating to xenogeneic 

transplantation.   

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

In response, to this, WHO is, among other things, organizing a number of consultations 

globally.  These consultations will enable discussion about transplantation issues from 

different cultural perspectives to ensure that the Guiding Principles on Human Organ 

Transplantation remain appropriate in a global context. This consultation is a key 

contribution to the global review from the Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asia 

Regions and is graciously hosted by SUIT. In addition, the consultation will facilitate 

networking and collaboration between national health authorities which have responsibility 

for overseeing transplantation activities at country level. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

I firmly believe that achieving these goals in within our reach provided that all of us 

ensure that the required ingredients are maintained.  By this, I mean coordinating efforts, 

moving forward collectively and ensuring national commitment and the full support of 

partners. 

 

Finally, I would like to assure you of WHO’s support and promotion of the concepts of 

safety, quality, efficacy, ethics and proper recording in transplantation, for both donor and 

recipient.  

 

Once again, I would like to extend my appreciation to all of you for your efforts and for 

participating in this inter-regional consultation between the Eastern Mediterranean and 

South-East Asia Regions. I particularly would like to repeat my thanks to our host Professor 

Adib Rizvi and his colleagues from this centre of excellence, SUIT. Special thanks are due to 

Dr Luc Noel of WHO headquarters for supporting this consultation and to our facilitators 

who have come from different parts of the world to discuss with us this important issue. 

 

I wish you fruitful discussions, a pleasant stay in Karachi, a city of art and heritage, and 

look forward to the recommendations and actions that your consultation will come out with, 

to further strengthen the important area of transplantation in our two collaborating regions.   


