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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this beautiful country of Bahrain on this 

important occasion. First of all, I would like to thank Her Excellency Dr Nada Abbas 

Haffadh, Minister of Health, for accepting to host this workshop on quality assurance of 

radiographic techniques and radioprotection here in Bahrain.  

Dear Colleagues 

Modern diagnostic imaging offers a wide variety of techniques and modalities that 

enable health professionals to study the function and morphology of the human body in 

details. Even in the most advanced imaging department in the economically privileged parts 
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of the world, 70%–80% of all clinically relevant questions may be solved using two main 

cornerstones of diagnostic imaging, namely, radiography (X-rays) and ultrasonography.  

Diagnostic imaging makes proper treatment possible. It is a prerequisite for the 

appropriate and successful treatment of at least one quarter of all patients worldwide. Without 

such examinations, it can be more difficult for clinicians to properly diagnose patients and 

consequently determine the most appropriate treatment.  

Investments in medical imaging services are large in terms of procurement of the 

sophisticated pieces of equipment that are not only expensive in their capital costs but in their 

running as well. There is a compelling need not only to revert back to the concept of “basic 

radiology equipment”, but to master its operation. This workshop is a step in that direction. 

Dear Colleagues 

Two-thirds of the world’s population has no access to this type of basic service. Even 

when available, both the quality and safety of the procedures may be questionable and even 

dangerous to the patient, the health care worker and the public. Many countries are making 

efforts to improve and increase population coverage with medical imaging, and among them 

are the countries of WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region. Unfortunately, diagnostic imaging 

is still among the least developed branches in health care technology in the Region.  

Dear Colleagues 

As modern, high technology-based imaging is moving increasingly into therapeutic 

medicine, and radiography is becoming a daily routine, it is important to remember that 

thousands of hospitals and medical institutions worldwide do not even have the possibility of 

performing the most basic examinations. As the ultimate target for WHO is to ensure health 

for all, scaling up health services in a country implies that essential diagnostic imaging 

services are available nationwide. This means that national health systems, procurement and 

supplies procedures, infrastructure and human resources, as well as quality of procedures and 

equipment are adequate, equipment is well maintained, and the disparity between urban and 

rural areas is eliminated. 
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While all clinicians and health administrators are familiar with radiography, because it 

is an integral part of medical education, few are familiar with the details of quality and safety 

that are necessary to ensuring that the imaging service will run safely, smoothly, cost-

effectively, efficiently and at a consistently high standard.  Even radiologists and 

radiographers are often unaware of the many details that should be routinely checked and 

rechecked if a high standard is to be maintained.  

Dear Colleagues 

I firmly believe that achieving these goals is within our reach provided that all of us 

ensure that the required ingredients are maintained. By this, I mean coordinating efforts, 

moving forward collectively and ensuring national commitment and the full support of 

partners. 

Finally, I would like to assure you of WHO support to promoting the concepts of 

quality and safety in medical imaging and other technologies. This workshop is an essential 

building block in that direction. Once again, I would like to extend my appreciation to all of 

you for your efforts, and for participating in this meeting. I wish you a fruitful discussion and 

a pleasant stay in Manama and look forward to the recommendations and actions that your 

meeting will come out with to further strengthen this field.  


