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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you today to this first training workshop on health and 

human rights for regional media and nongovernmental organizations.  

Recognizing that the right to health is at times overlooked in light of other national 

policies, WHO supports and encourages the organization of national and regional meetings, 

training courses and training workshops to strengthen the understanding of the linkages 

between health and human rights, in order to raise national and regional commitment to the 

right to health as one of the basic and fundamental human rights. 

The global public health landscape has not been exempted from the continuous 

development in the world and has witnessed some dramatic changes over the past few years. 

Important new players are changing the way countries address health challenges. External 

elements are influencing the way regional and national health actors operate. Globalization 

poses new threats, while emerging epidemics are increasingly difficult to contain. In this 
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context, the media and nongovernmental organizations play a crucial role in informing and 

educating the public and in shedding more light on health as a basic human right. 

Furthermore, the world has witnessed during the past two years how the media and 

nongovernmental organizations can contribute positively to the making of the change and not 

just to reporting on it.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The right to health as a fundamental human right derives directly from the WHO 

Constitution. But many other international and regional instruments give additional value and 

strength to the many linkages that exist between health and human rights. WHO is currently 

working through three main approaches to ensure the right to health: first, by developing a 

health and human rights approach within WHO itself; second, by supporting governments in 

integrating human rights into health policies and strategies; and third, by advancing health as 

a human right and other health-related rights. It is within this third approach that we find it 

extremely beneficial to work together with the media and nongovernmental organizations. 

For decades the concentration in this region has been on political and civil human 

rights. WHO efforts are aimed not at shifting efforts from supporting political and civil rights 

to other human rights, but rather at bringing the health component of civil and political rights, 

together with economic, social and cultural rights, into the spotlight, and at introducing the 

health component into the working agendas of parties active in the field of human rights. As 

you will see during the training, the linkages between health and human rights are complex: 

violations or lack of attention to human rights can have serious health consequences and the 

interaction between these two areas will be made clearer during this training. 

After this training, I hope that all those present here today will exert the efforts 

necessary and collaborate with the relevant actors, including authorities, stakeholders and 

national, regional and international organizations to increase the understanding of this area. 

This kind of cooperation will ensure a wider understanding of the linkages between health and 

human rights and will guarantee an increased realization of the right to health for all. 

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful training! 


