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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you today to the Regional Workshop on the Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) which is the third workshop to be held in Eastern 

Mediterranean Region on the FCTC after its adoption by the World Health Assembly in 

2003. This workshop would not have been held without the remarkable cooperation of the 

Ministry of Health in Jordan and the commitment of his Excellency the Minister of Health 

and his team to tobacco control, which was clearly seen when Jordan became the second 

country to ratify the FCTC. To them I extend my sincere thanks and gratitude. The efforts of 

the WHO country office staff were also outstanding in supporting the arrangements needed 

for this meeting, and I would like to thank each one of them.  

The adoption of the FCTC at the 56th World Health Assembly on Wednesday, 21 May 

2003 with resolution WHA56.1 marked a great triumph for public health in the 21st century. 

The treaty closed for signature on 29 June 2004 with a total of 168 signatories. From the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region, 18 of the 21 Member States signed the FCTC, the exceptions 
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being Bahrain, Oman and Somalia. The FCTC is currently deposited at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York. Member States that have not signed and wish to become parties 

to the Convention can still do so by means of accession, which is a one-step process 

equivalent to ratification. 

In just over two years, more than 70 Member States from around the world have 

ratified the FCTC. From the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Egypt, Jordan, Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Syrian Arab Republic are the only 

Member States that have ratified the Convention so far. Djibouti, Islamic Republic of Iran 

and Somalia are in the process of finalizing the necessary steps for ratification at the 

international level. The FCTC entered into force on 28 February 2005, 90 days from 1 

December, the date when it was ratified by the 40th Member State. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Tobacco use is the second major cause of death in the world. It is currently responsible 

for the death of 1 in 10 adults worldwide, which translates into about 5 million deaths each 

year. If current smoking patterns continue, it will cause some 10 million deaths each year by 

2025.  

In order to effectively reduce the global burden of disease and death caused by 

tobacco, countries in the Region must work hard and be committed to becoming parties to 

the FCTC and adhering to its principles. The Convention represents a turning point in 

addressing a major global killer and signals a new era in national and international tobacco 

control.   

The FCTC embraces all elements of a comprehensive tobacco control agenda and has 

provisions that set standards and guidelines for tobacco control in the following areas: 

tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship; packaging and labelling; regulation and 

disclosure of contents of tobacco products and smoke; illicit trade; price and tax measures; 

sales to and by minors; government support for tobacco manufacturing and agriculture; 

treatment of tobacco dependence; passive smoking and smoke-free environments; 
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surveillance, research and exchange of information; and scientific, technical and legal 

cooperation. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The FCTC is the ultimate mechanism that will support Member States in their efforts 

to implement tobacco control measures, reaffirming the right of all people to the highest 

standard of health. The participation of Member States of the Region in the negotiation 

phase was remarkable, and I am sure that the implementation of the FCTC at national level 

will be equally successful once ratified by your countries. We are now coming to a totally 

new phase of the FCTC development: the first Conference of the Parties is due to be held in 

February 2006. Many matters will be determined and finalized during this first session. I 

hope that as many of our Member States as possible can participate in this first session to 

contribute to some very important elements which will shape the future of the FCTC. 

I would therefore like to conclude by urging all those present here today to exert all the 

efforts needed and to collaborate with all the relevant authorities, stakeholders, international 

organizations and civil society through nongovernmental organizations involved in tobacco 

control. This kind of networking is not only an assured and effective way for Member States 

to increase national capacity and establish self-sustained programmes at the country level, 

but is also a tool to move forward the process of ratification and implementation in our 

Region. 

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful workshop and a pleasant 

stay in Jordan. 

 


