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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues,  

On behalf of the World Health Organization, I have pleasure in welcoming you to 

this Technical Consultation for Validation of the draft regional Food Safety Legislation 

Manual. Each country must have comprehensive food safety legislation in order to ensure 

the government has the authority to ensure a safe food supply. Food legislation systems 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region are often based on laws adopted during colonial 

times. Such regulations were introduced on an ad hoc basis to deal with problems of 

particular interest to the colonial administrators and many have not been updated in 

several decades. 
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This means that basic food laws may not be incorporated into legislation, or they 

may be outdated, fragmented or simply inadequate. Often, the legal structure is confusing 

for the enforcement agents as well as for the producers and distributors of food. There are 

many ministries or departments involved in food safety activities, causing overlap, 

duplication of efforts, and gaps in enforcement. Sometimes, it is impossible to determine 

which department represents the countries on food control policy. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

Following the occurrence in the recent past of a number of extremely serious 

large-scale food emergencies, policy-makers and consumers in a large number of 

countries are re-evaluating their existing food safety strategies. Many of these food 

emergencies have involved more than one country, such as the BSE-crisis, the dioxin 

contamination, the recent foot and mouth disease epidemic and now, avian flu. Issues 

such as the increasing application of biotechnology in food production, and the new 

climate in world trade and the challenges this implies, necessitate comprehensive review 

and overhaul of current national food legislation. A future goal in food safety should be 

to develop sustainable, integrated food safety systems with comprehensive legislation to 

reduce health risks along the entire food chain, from the primary producer to the 

consumer. 

In the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, the Regional Committee adopted, in 

1999, the Regional Plan of Action for Food Safety. In this plan the Member States agreed 

to assess their current food safety infrastructure and problems at national level and to 

carry out a country diagnosis in order to prepare a country profile. They also agreed to 

develop, strengthen and implement effectively their national food safety programmes; to 

continue to monitor and evaluate their food safety activities; and finally to initiate a 

coordinated effort to improve food control systems, with prominence given to these in 

food legislation. Emphasis was placed on the inclusion of all relevant partners in food 

safety programme activities, such as government departments in food safety, food control 

and public health, as well as industry, trade organizations, research industries and 

academic bodies, and last but certainly not least, consumer organizations. Following the 
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adoption of the plan, a number of new initiatives have been taken at national and regional 

level.  

Progress is being made in the area of food legislation. The Islamic Republic of 

Iran, Sudan and the Syrian Arab Republic have reviewed and updated their food 

standards and regulations. Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia have harmonized their 

food safety standards with the Codex Alimentarius and are moving towards an approach 

based on risk management. Jordan has established a Food and Drug Administration 

where all stakeholders in food safety coordinate their efforts. Saudi Arabia and Bahrain 

are in the process of establishing a Food and Drug Authority. 

On a global level, food safety is becoming an increasingly important public health 

issue, with increased focus on the inclusion of consumers and consumer associations in 

decision-making processes. The 53rd World Health Assembly passed resolution 

WHA53.15 on food safety which recognized, among other things, that foodborne 

diseases significantly affect peoples’ health and well-being and have economic 

consequences, not only for individuals but for communities and countries as well. The 

work of Codex Alimentarius was recognized as being important for protection of the 

health of consumers. For future action, the Member States were urged to integrate food 

safety matters into information programmes for consumers, particularly in school 

curricula, and to initiate culture-specific health and nutrition education programmes for 

food handlers, producers and consumers. In addition, outreach programmes have to be 

developed for the private sector in order to improve food safety at the consumer level, 

and collaboration developed with consumer associations and the food industry in order to 

raise awareness regarding the use of good and ecologically safe farming techniques and 

good hygienic and manufacturing practices. 

Foodborne microbiological diseases are widespread in both developed and 

developing countries, and thousand of millions suffer from frequent episodes of 

diarrhoea, in many cases resulting in serious further health consequences. While these 

microbiological contaminations of food represent the majority of the cases, chemical 
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hazards also represent a significant source of foodborne illness, even though in many 

cases it has been difficult to link the disease directly with a food.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

The role of the consumer in today’s society needs careful consideration. Societies 

are different, and influences on society are varied, and therefore it is important to have 

local, or national consumer associations represented and well informed about national 

food regulations in order to ensure that the so-called ‘local’ interests and worries of 

consumers are adequately reported and addressed. It gives me great pleasure to see here 

so many experts in food regulation in our Region, as well food producers.  

The objectives of this technical consultation are to review the draft regional food 

safety legislation manual prior to finalization; to explore the existing national food 

legislation and codes of practice to be improved and upgraded in light of the food safety 

legislation manual as a reference document; and to promote bringing national food safety 

legislation into line with the existing international standards. 

I expect that the technical consultation and your deliberations during the working 

sessions will improve the final food safety legislation manual. The manual will promote 

the bringing of national food safety legislation into line with international standards and 

Codes Alimentarius standards.  

Finally it only remains for me to wish you a successful consultation, and a 

pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Cairo. 


