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Your Excellency, Members of the Technical Advisory Group, Representatives of Partner 

Agencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Seventh Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Egypt. I would like to reiterate my gratitude 

to the TAG members for their continued guidance in the efforts to eradicate poliomyelitis 

from Egypt and from the Region as a whole. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to 

H.E. Dr Mohamed Awad Tag El Din, Minister of Health and Population, and all the staff of 

the Ministry and to acknowledge their sincere commitment and the significant efforts made 

to achieve the target of polio eradication from Egypt. It is a pleasure to have with us also 

representatives of our close partners, particularly UNICEF, USAID, CDC, Rotary 
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International, the Government of Japan and colleagues from WHO headquarters and country 

office. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Your close monitoring of polio eradication activities in Egypt and your constructive 

recommendations over the previous meetings have been very valuable in determining the 

strategic directions of the programme. The acceptance and implementation of your 

recommendations by the Ministry of Health and Population have been behind the marked 

improvement in the quality of the eradication activities. I wish to take this opportunity to 

commend the leadership of His Excellency Dr Tag El Din, whose personal interest and 

support has been instrumental and to acknowledge the commitment and devotion of the 

national programme officers at all levels. I wish also to acknowledge the significant support 

given by the Ministry of Health in support of other programmes of polio eradication in the 

Region, particularly in Pakistan, Sudan and Yemen.  

Everyone recognizes the continuous improvement in the quality of supplementary 

immunization activities, which is supported by the reports of independent observers and 

monitors, both national and international. The government introduced monovalent OPV1 in 

the May round and is planning to use it in the coming rounds. I wish to acknowledge the 

significant hard work done by many people to ensure the registration and licensing of 

monovalent OPV1. It constituted exemplary coordination between WHO, Aventis Pasteur, 

the French Agency for Safety of Health Products (AFSAAP), the Central Administration for 

Pharmaceutical Affairs (CAPA), the National Organization for Drug control and Research 

(NODCAR), the Ministry of Health and Population Egypt and WHO. It is encouraging to 

know that the field introduction of this monovalent vaccine and finger marking has gone 

smoothly which is a testimony to the commitment and dedication of the Egyptian Ministry 

of Health and Population to polio eradication activities. 

The surveillance system has maintained the high standard that was achieved during the 

past three years. Environmental surveillance has become an integral part of the surveillance 

system in Egypt and is providing valuable information to the programme. I am also pleased 

to know that the results of both types of surveillance are converging and supporting each 
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other. I look forward to the full report about the results of the sero-survey conducted late last 

year, whose preliminary results confirm the efficiency of the immunization programme. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Your meeting today comes at a very critical stage for the polio eradication programme 

in Egypt and the world. Since your last meeting in October 2004, no cases of polio have 

been confirmed in Egypt. As a matter of fact the last case was over a year ago and the last 

environmental positive sample was in early January. This represents the longest period ever 

in Egypt with no wild virus seen. However, we should remain on our guard, particularly with 

the appearance of polio in previously polio-free countries, both in this and other regions. I 

am sure that your deliberations and your recommendations will be of great help to the 

Ministry of Health and Population in this very important phase of polio eradication efforts 

and in planning necessary activities to complete the job.  

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the strong collaboration and support 

extended to the programme from the partners particularly UNICEF, Rotary International, the 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, JICA and USAID. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you again for taking the time from your busy 

schedules to attend this meeting and we all look forward to your valuable guidance and 

recommendations. With this advice, and the commitment of the government and partners, I 

am sure we will soon celebrate a wonderful success.  

All that remains for me is to wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


