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Your Excellencies Minister of Health and Population of Egypt,  
Your Excellency Mr Hashimoto, The Former Japanese Prime minister,  
Your Excellency Mr Okamoto, The Special Advisor to The Japanese Prime minister,  
Your Excellency Mr Al-Saffar, The Iraqi Deputy Minister of Health, 
Distinguished Guests And Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Let me first thank you for inviting me to attend this ceremony and to allow me to talk to you 

during this important activity. Work is always fruitful and productive when collaboration and 

coordination between national and international related agents is utilized to address issues of 

major concerns.  

 

No doubt that one of the utmost important steps in reconstruction process after conflicts is, 

to regain and develop the four functions of any national health system. These include resources 

generation, stewardship, financing and the ultimate care delivery. The generation and 

development of the human resources, as they make the backbone structure of the system, is the 

most crucial part of any effort to bring back the system to function effectively and efficiently. I 
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am glad that JICA is joining other agencies, including the World Health Organization, in 

addressing this issue. 

 

Iraq, as one of the members of our Eastern Mediterranean Region, is known to possess the 

system infrastructure and the potential and determination of the Iraqi health professionals to 

rebuild again the health system that has been deteriorating for the past period of time. During the 

last months, after war erupted, WHO has worked together and closely with the Ministry of Health 

and with other related agencies, to revive and reconstruct the national health system. Last August, 

WHO and Ministry of health organized a three days workshop in Baghdad to bring together a 

large number of international and national agencies, to discuss and develop the strategic priorities 

of the process of reconstructing the system. The meeting produced the basic draft element for the 

health sector chapter of the document that was eventually submitted to the Madrid Donors 

Conference. Also, nine working groups were established at the meeting to address these 

priorities. Of these groups, three were particularly concerned with development of the human 

resources. Since then, WHO has sponsored a large number of fellowships and training workshops 

programmes for Iraqi health professionals on health policy and planning, Polio Data 

Management, ‘Nursing Development and Wheat and Flour Fortification and other priority areas, 

to strengthen the national capabilities.  

 

One of the priority support that the Iraqi professionals are concerned about is need to bridge 

the knowledge and skills gap that was caused by years of isolation and instability. This true in the 

merge of the rapid introduction of new technologies and approaches. I am glad to see that JICA is 

addressing this issue of training which will participate in updating and developing the national 

capacities in important health care delivery technologies like endoscopic surgery, pediatrics, 

Intensive Care and nursing. I am sure that the complementary efforts of JICA and our host in the 

Ministry of Health and Population of Egypt combined with experience of our colleagues from 

Iraq, will exert an effective impact on the future of Iraq’s national capabilities. 

 

Let me again welcome our colleagues from Iraq, in Cairo and wish that your workshop 

attains all set objectives. Meanwhile, I would like to assure you all, of the support and 

commitment of WHO Regional Office to continue to support the Iraqi ministry of health to 
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develop and upgrade all functions of the health system including policies and planning for 

Human Resources to strengthen the public health and primary health care and other priority 

programmes to achieve the highest possible status of health for the Iraqi people. 

 

 

Thank you.  
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