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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to address this gathering on the occasion of the World AIDS Day 

2004. The theme of this year’s Campaign is ‘Women, Girls, HIV and AIDS’. By 

highlighting the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV infection, and the impact of 

HIV/AIDS epidemic on them, the Campaign aims to accelerate efforts to combat the 

epidemic. 

Globally, young women and girls are more susceptible to HIV than men and boys, 

and 64% of newly infected young people in developing countries are young women and 

girls. Besides the high vulnerability to infection, the HIV epidemic has significantly 

increased the burden of care for many women. In high prevalence countries, girls’ 

enrolment in school has declined in the past decade, as girls are the first to be pulled out 
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of school to care for sick relatives or to look after young siblings when parents are 

stricken with AIDS. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 35% of reported AIDS cases are among 

women. However, the proportion of women affected varies between countries in the 

Region according to the prevalent modes of transmission. In countries where injecting 

drug use is one of the main modes of transmission, women constitute only 10% of 

reported AIDS cases, since the great majority of reported injecting drug users are men. 

However, in other countries of the Region where heterosexual transmission is the main 

mode of transmission and therefore, exposure of men and women is nearly equal, women 

may account for up to 60% of reported AIDS cases, which reflects their greater 

susceptibility to infection.  

Dear Friends, 

Through this Campaign, we will stress the responsibility of men. In many 

instances, men’s high-risk behaviours, including sexual violence, increase the 

vulnerability of women. The Campaign also aims to motivate health authorities to ensure 

that women have equal opportunities for education and awareness, as well as access to 

antiretroviral therapy and women-friendly care services. 

We have to recognize that women are very often the force that binds families and 

community groups, and hence they are a source of great strength in the face of HIV and 

AIDS. Consequently, empowering women to protect them from AIDS and its 

consequences is actually a way of protecting children, men and the whole community 

against the epidemic. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you are aware, WHO and its partners announced last year their commitment to 

the target of providing 3 million people in developing countries with antiretroviral drugs 

by the end of the year 2005, which is known as 3 by 5 Initiative. The Initiative is moving 

forward, with simplified standardized guidelines for antiretroviral therapy developed, 
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procedures in place to provide antiretroviral drugs at low prices to low-income countries, 

and country needs for scaling up antiretroviral therapy assessed. We are optimistic that 

the Initiative will help change the course of the epidemic and will alleviate its impact on 

the world population in the near future. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, I am pleased to note that political 

commitment is evident, more countries are scaling up their prevention and care 

interventions, and more funds are being raised to support HIV/AIDS efforts in countries 

through our many partners, including UNAIDS, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria, World Bank and other donors. 

In closing, I would like to stress that we must make use of all these available 

opportunities. We have to work together and invest more efforts and funds to strengthen 

the national AIDS control programmes, an investment that will be cost-effective beyond 

measure. Countries have to involve all related sectors in the response against AIDS, for 

example Ministries of Education and Information as well as nongovernmental 

organizations. Only through this multisectoral approach will such a response be 

sustainable and able to reach its targets. 

I look forward with hope to addressing you next year with further achievements 

and success in our fight against HIV/AIDS. 

Thank you.  

 


