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Your Excellency, Members of the Technical Advisory Group, Representatives of Partner 

Agencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Sixth Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Egypt. I would like to reiterate my 

gratitude to the TAG members for their continued guidance in the fight to eradicate 

poliomyelitis from Egypt and from the Region as a whole. I would also like to extend a 

warm welcome to H.E. Dr Tag El Din, Minister of Health and Population, and all the staff of 

the Ministry. It is a pleasure to have with us also our close partners, particularly, UNICEF, 

USAID, CDC, Rotary International, the Japanese Government and colleagues from WHO 

headquarters and country office. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

The programme in Egypt is making steady steps towards achieving interruption of 

poliovirus transmission. In fact the valuable recommendations made by this distinguished 

TAG during the last five meetings have been instrumental in directing the polio eradication 

activities. I would here like to mention the important positive impact of intensification and 

improvement in the quality of campaigns. All supplementary immunization activities in 

Egypt are now implemented house to house even in the urban areas with multi-storey 

buildings. The reports of independent monitors and observers are referring to better training, 

supervision and involvement of volunteers from different government and nongovernmental 

sectors. Your recommendations have also been valuable in pointing to and directing 

attention to the high risk areas, including greater Cairo for which the Ministry has 

established a special task force. 

The surveillance quality has also improved with the establishment of an active system 

all over the country. In fact the timeliness of detection and promptness of investigation, 

obtaining laboratory results and reporting of the last polio case is clear evidence of the 

sensitivity and transparency of the system. Following the recommendation made at your last 

meeting, a surveillance review was conducted early this month and you will have a chance 

to discuss the findings of this review during your meeting. 

Dear Colleagues, 

I would like to commend the leadership of the Ministry of Health, represented by Dr 

Tag El Din, whose personal support has been vital, as well as the programme officials for 

their commitment and for taking all the action needed to implement all your 

recommendations. In fact the political commitment towards the eradication goal is very 

strong and reaches the highest level; the inauguration of the NIDs in spring this year by the 

First Lady is evidence of this strong commitment. The fact that the Egyptian cabinet has 

discussed the subject, and the support provided by various government departments, are 

further evidence of the Government’s commitment to the target of polio eradication.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

The programme in Egypt is passing through a very critical phase. Despite the marked 

improvements there is evidence that the virus is still circulating in Minya and bordering 

areas in Assiut governorate. The only case reported in 2003 and that reported early this 

month are from these areas. Last year’s case was followed by intensified immunization 

campaigns and the plan for a mop-up in the same area is ready to start next week. The 

programme now, more than at any time before, needs your wise views on the 

appropriateness of the planned activities and to know what more should be done. As I 

always said the last steps are the most difficult and it is very important to keep the 

momentum, continue with even more vigilance and avoid any fatigue, discouragement or 

complacency. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Once again I want to commend the hard work that is being done by the national staff 

and wish to assure them, on behalf of all partners, of our continued commitment to provide 

the necessary technical and financial support for polio eradication activities in Egypt.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank TAG members for taking the time from their busy 

schedules to attend this meeting. We all look forward to your valuable guidance and 

recommendations which I am sure will receive the full support of H.E. Dr Tag El Din as 

usual, for their implementation. With this advice and commitment of the Government and 

partners I am sure we will soon celebrate a wonderful success.  

All that remains for me is to wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 


