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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this meeting in Khartoum, Sudan. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Sudan for hosting the meeting and 

to extend my deep gratitude to His Excellency Dr Ahmed Belal Othman, Federal Minister of 

Health of Sudan, for his keen interest and the excellent support extended in facilitating this 

meeting. I am sure that participants will not only benefit from the experience of Sudan in malaria 

vector control, particularly their Khartoum and Gezira Malaria Free Initiative (KGMFI), but also 

from their great hospitality. 
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As you are aware, in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, vector-borne diseases contribute 

to about 2.2% of the total burden of disease and approximately 7% of all communicable diseases. 

Such diseases include malaria, leishmaniasis, schistosomiasis and lymphatic filariasis, which 

occur in several countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, and African trypanosomiasis, 

onchocerciasis and dracunculiasis which occur only in Sudan. These diseases also include 

arboviral infections, such as yellow fever and Rift Valley fever and the emerging dengue and 

Crimean–Congo haemorrhagic fever. Other diseases, such as diarrhoea, trachoma and asthma are 

also carried by insect pests but are rarely considered or seen as vector-borne diseases.  

The distribution of vector-borne diseases and their burden varies greatly within and 

between the countries of the Region. Unfortunately, the situation with regard to some of those 

diseases is getting worse in a number of countries, partly due to the breakdown of health services 

because of war, political instability and economic crisis. The Region has witnessed in recent 

years epidemics of malaria (Afghanistan), leishmaniasis (Afghanistan and Pakistan) and Rift 

Valley fever (Saudi Arabia and Yemen).  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you all know we have effective tools for vector control. These include: the use of 

insecticides for spraying homes; use of insecticide-treated bednets and other materials; larval 

control through environmental management, use of biological control agents such as larvivorous 

fish and bacteria, or larviciding with chemicals. The efficacy of each of these tools varies from 

country to country depending on the local epidemiological situation.  

Most of the countries however, rely solely on the usage of insecticides. As a result a 

number of vectors have been reported to have developed resistance to one or more than one 

group of insecticides in such countries. For example, malaria vectors are resistant to both DDT 

(organochlorine) and malathion (organophosphate) in Sudan. Methods of detecting and 

monitoring the distribution of insecticide resistance and its management is crucial as countries 

implement vector control. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the potential to use one or several of these 

interventions to address more than one vector-borne disease exists and should be promoted. 
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There is also a need to scale up some of these interventions in a cost-effective manner. For 

example, realistic methods to finance and distribute ITNs to ensure high coverage rates in 

countries must be sought, and inevitably will have to rely on genuine and meaningful 

public/private partnerships. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Well-planned and coordinated vector control interventions contribute significantly to the 

reduction of the incidence in vector-borne diseases. Effective vector control methods exist but 

their implementation, as part of integrated disease management, is limited. Recognizing this 

need, the Division of Communicable Diseases in the Regional Office has been actively 

promoting integrated disease management as a cornerstone of regional and national strategies to 

control communicable diseases. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The objectives of this meeting are to review the status of vector control activities in 

Member States and to develop and finalize a regional framework for implementation of 

integrated vector management for malaria and other vector-borne diseases. It is therefore, 

expected that during this meeting specific and achievable evidence-based targets to implement 

integrated vector management will be formulated. I assure Member States of our commitment to 

support them in achieving the targets set. 

I wish you a very successful meeting and a pleasant stay in this hospitable country and 

beautiful city of Khartoum. 


